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Vo I. IX, B 


N the Menth of Auguſt, 1710, a weekly Paper, 
called, The EXAMINER, began to be 
publiſhed. It was gſteemed to be the Wark of ſeve- 
ral eminent Hands, among which were reckoned 
Lord B- -K, Dr. ATTERBURY, B. of R. 
Mr. PrIoR, and ſome Others. However it came 
about, the general Opinion is, That thoſe Perſons 
proceeded no farther than to the firfl twelve Papers; 
after which, it ſeems to be agreed, that the Under- | 
taking was carried en by the Author of the eight 
preceding Volumes, who began with Number 173, 
and ended at Number 44. For, ' although the Pa- 
per continued many Months after to be publiſhed, 
under the Title of, The EXAMINER; yet by 
the Inequality of the Performance, it was manife/t 
to all judicious Perſons, that the aforeſaid Author 
had nat the leaſt Share in them. 
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NT is a Practice I have generally 
755 followed, to converſe in equal Free- 
dom with the deſerving Men of 
doch Parties; and it was never with- 

= out ſome G. that I have 
obſerved Perſons whclly out of Employment, 
affect to do otherwiſe: I doubted whether any 

Man could owe fo much to the ſide he was of, 

altho* he were retained by it; but without ſome 


(i great point of Intereſt, cher in Poſſeſſion or 
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Proſpect, I thought it was the Mark of 2 low and 
narrow Spirit. 

Ir is hard, that for fome Weeks paſt, I have 
been forced, in my own Defence, to follow a 
Proceeding that I have ſo much condemned in 
others, But ſeveral of my Acquaintance, among 


the declining Party, are grown fo inſufferably 


Peeviſh and Splenetick, profeſs ſuch violent Ap- 
prehenſions for the Publick, and repreſent the 
State of Things in ſuch formidable Ideas, that 
I find myſelf diſpoſed to ſhare in their Afflictions, 


although I know them to be groundleſs and 


imaginary ; or, which is worſe, purely affected. 
To offer them Comfort one by one, would be 
not only an endleſs, but a diſobliging Task. 


Some of them, I am convinced, would be leſs 


melancholy, if there were more Occaſion. I 
ſhall therefore, inſtead of hearkening to farther 
Complaints, employ ſome Part of this Paper for 
the future, in letting ſuch Men fee, that their 
natural or acquired Fears are ill- grounded, and 
their artificial ones as ill- intended. That all our 
preſent Inconveniences are the Conſequence of 
the very Counſels they ſo much admire, which 


would till have encreaſed, if thoſe had con- 


tinued: And that neither our Conſtitution in 
Church or State, could probably have been long 
3 
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preſerved, without ſuch Methods as have been 
already taken. 


HE late Revolutions at Court have given 
room to ſome ſpecious Objeftions, which 1 
have heard repeated by well-meaning Men, juſt 
as they had taken them up on the Credit of others, 
who have worſe Deſigns, They wonder the 


' Queen would chuſe to change her Miniſtry at 


this Juncture, and thereby give Uneaſineſs to a 
General who hath been ſo long ſucceſsful Abroad 
and might think himſelf injured, if the entire 
Miniſtry were not of his own Nomination. That 
there were few Complaints of any Conſequence 
againſt the late Men in Power, and none at all 
in Parliament; which on the contrary, paſſed 
Votes in favour of the Chief Miniſter. That if 
her Majeſty had a mind to introduce the other 
Party, it would have been more ſeaſonable after a 
Peace, which now we have made deſperate, by 
ſpiriting the French, who rejoice at theſe Changes, 
and by the Fall of our Credit, which unqualifies 
us for continuing the War. That the Parliament, 
ſo untimely diſſolved, had been diligent in their 
Supplies, and dutiful in their Behaviour, That, 
one Conſequence of theſe Changes appears al- 
ready in the Fall of the Stocks: That, we may 
ſoon expect more and worſe : And laftly, That, 

B 3 all 
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all this naturally tends to break the Settlement of 
the Crown, and call over the Pretender. 

TRESE and the like Notions are plentifully 


ſcattered abroad, by the Malice of a ruined Party, 


to render the Queen and her Adminiſtration 


| odious, and to inflame the Nation. And theſe 


are what, upon Occaſion, I ſhall endeavour to 
overthrow, by diſcovering the F — and Ab- 


IT is a great Unhappineſs, * in a Go- 
vernment conſtituted like ours, it ſhould be fo 
brought about, that the Continuance of a War 
muſt be for the Intereſt of vaſt Numbers (Civil 
as well as Military) who otherwiſe would have 
been as unknown as their Original. I think our 
preſent Condition of Affairs, is admirably de- 


ſcribed by two Verſes in Lacan, 


Hic uſura vorar, avidumque in tempore faenus ; 


Hinc concuſſa fides, & multis utile bellum. 


Which, without any great Feree —_ the Words, 
_ be thus tranſlated, 


HENCE are derived thoſe exorbitant Intereſts 
and Annuities ; hence thoſe large Diſcounts for Ad- 
vances and prompt Payment; hence publick Credit is 

* 
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gaben, and hence great Numbers — their * in 
prolonging the War. 


IT is odd, that among a free Trading People, 
as we call ourſelves, there ſhould ſo many be 
found to cloſe in with thoſe Counſels, who have 
been ever averſe from all Overtures towards a 
Peace. But yet there is no great Myſtery in the 
Matter. Let any Man obſerve the Equipages in 


this Town; he ſhall find the greater Number of 


thoſe who make a Figure, to be a Species of Men 
quite different from any that were ever known 
before the Revolution ; conſiſting either of Ge- 
nerals and Colonels, or of ſuch whoſe whole F or- 
tunes lie in Funds and Stocks: So that Power, 


which, according to the old Maxim, was uſed 


to follow Land, is now gone over to Money ; and 
the Country Gentleman is in the Condition of a 
young Heir, out of whoſe Eſtate a Scrivener re- 
ceives half the Rents for Intereſt, and hath a 
Mortgage on the Whole ; and is therefore always 
ready to feed his Vices and Extravagancies while 
there is any Thing left. So that if the War 
continue ſome Years longer, a Landed Man will 
be little better than a Farmer at a rack Rent, to 

the Army, and to the publick Funds. 
IT may perhaps be worth inquiring from what 
Beginnings, and by what Steps we have been 
B 4 brought 
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brought into this deſperate Condition: And in 
ſearch of this we muſt run up as high az the 
Revolution. 

Mos r of the Nobility and Gentry who in- 
vited over the Prince of Orange, or attended him 
in his Expedition, were true Lovers of their 
Country and its Conſtitution in Church, and 
State ; and were brought to yield to thoſe Breaches 
in the Succeſſion of the Crown, out of a Regard 
to the Neceſſity of the Kingdom, and the Safety 
of the People, which did, and could only, make 
them Jawful ; but without Intention of drawing 
ſuch a Practice into Precedent, or making it a 
fanding Meaſure by which to proceed in all 
Times to come; and therefore we find their 
Counſels ever tended to keep Things as much 
as poſſible in the old Courſe. But ſoon after, 
an under Set of Men, who had nothing to loſe, 
and had neither borne the Burthen nor Heat of 
the Day, found means to whiſper in the King's 
Ear, that the Principles of Loyalty in the Church 
of England were wholly inconſiſtent with the 
 Rewolutim. Hence began the early Practice of 
careſſing the Diſſenters, reviling the Univerſities, 
as Maintainers of Arbitrary Power, and reproach- 
ing the Clergy with the Doctrines of Divine 

Right, Paſſive Obedience, and Non · refrſtance. 
At the ſame time, in order to faſten wealthy 

People 
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People to the New Gevernment, they propoſed 
by vaſt Premiums, and at exorbitant Intereſt; A 
Practice as old as Eumnenes, one of Alexander's 
Captains, who ſetting up for hinaſelf after the 
Death of his Maſter, perſuaded his principal Of- 
ficers to lend him great Sums, after which they 
were forced to follow him for their own Segurity. 
Tuis introduced a Number of new dextrous 
that the War could not laſt above two or three 
Campaigns; and that it was eaſier for the Subject 
to raiſe a Fund for paying Intereſt, than to tax 
them annually to the full Expence of the War. 
Several Perſons who had ſmall or encumbred 
Eſtates, fold them, and turned their Money into 
thoſe Funds to great Advantage: Merchants, as 
well as other monied Men, finding Trade was 
dangerous, purſued the fame Method: But the 
War continuing, and growing more expenſive, 
Taxes were encreaſed, and Funds multiplied every 
Year, till they have arrived at the monſtrous 
Height we now bchold them. And that which 
was at firſt a Corruption, is at laſt grown neceſ- 
ſary, and what every good Subject muſt now fall 
in with, although he may be allowed to wiſh it 
might ſoon have an End; becauſe it is with a 
Kingdom, as with a private Fortune, where every 
1 new 
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new Incumbrance adds a double Weight. By 
this means the Wealth of a Nation, that uſed to 
be reckoned by the Value of Land, is now com- 
puted by the Riſe and Fall of Stocks: And al- 
though the Foundation of Credit be ſtill the ſame, 
and upon a Bottom that can never be ſhaken ; 
and although all Intereft be duly paid by the Pub- 
lick, yet through the Contrivance and Cunning 
of Stack-Fobbers, there hath been brought in ſuch 
2 Complication of Knavery and Couzenage, ſuch 
a Myſtery of Iniquity, and ſuch an unintelligible 
Jargon of Terms to involve it in, as were never 
known in any other Age or Country of the 
World. I have heard it affirmed by Perſons 
Skilled in theſe Calculations, that if the Funds 
appropriated to the Payment of Intereſt and An- Y 
nuities were added to the yearly Taxes, and the 
Four-Shilling Aid ſtrictly exacted in all Counties 
of the Kingdom, it would very near, if not fully, 
ſupply the Occaſions of the War, at leaſt ſuch a 
Part, as in the Opinion of very able Perſons, had 
been at that Time prudent not to exceed. For 
I make it a Queſtion, whether any wiſe Prince or 
State, in the Continuance of a War, which was 
not purely defenſive, or immediately at his own 
+ Door, did ever propoſe that his Expence ſhould 
perpetually exceed what he was able to impoſe 
annually upon his Rn Neither if the War 
laſt 
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laſt many Years longer, do I ſee. how the next 
Generation will be able to begin another; which 
in the Courſe of Human Affairs, and according 
to the various Intereſts and Ambition of Princes, 
may be as neceſſary for them as it hath been for 
us. And if our Fathers had left us as deeply in- 
volved as we are like to leave our Children, I 
appeal to any Man what ſort of Figure we ſhould 

have been able to make theſe twenty Years paſt. 
* Beſides, neither our Enemies, nor Allies, are up- 
on the ſame Foot with us in this Particular. 
France and Helland, our neareſt Neighbours, and 
the fartheſt engaged, will much ſooner recover 
themſelves after a War. The firſt, by the ab- 
ſolute Power of th. Prince, who being Maſter of 
the Lives and Fortunes of his Subjects, will quick- 
ly find Expedients to pay his Debts: And fo will 
the other, by their prudent Adminiſtration, the 
Greatneſs of their Trade, their wonderful Parſi- 
mony, the Willingneſs of their People to undergo 
all kind of Taxce, and their Juſtice in applying 
as well as collecting them. But above all, we 
are to conſider, that France and . Holland fight in 
the Continent, either upon, or near their own 
Territories; and the greateſt Part of the Money 
circulates among themſelves; wheteas ours croſſes 
the Sca, either to anders, Spain, ot Portugal; 
B 6 and 
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and evefy Penny of it, whether in Specie or Re- 
turns, is fo much loſt to the Nation for ever. 

Uron theſe Confiderations alone, it was the 
| moſt prudent Courſe imaginable in the QE u, 
to lay hold of the Diſpoſition of the People for 
changing the Parliament and Miniſtry at this 
Juncture; and extricating herſelf, as ſoon as poſ- 
fible out of the Pupilage of thoſe who found their 
Accounts only in pepetuating the War, Neither 
have we the leaſt Reaſon to doubt, but the en- 
tuing Parliament will affiſt her MAIEST V with 
the utmoſt Vigour, until her Enemies again be 
brought to ſue for Peace, and again offer ſuch 
Terms as will make it both honourable and laſt- 
ing ; only with this Difference, that the Miniftry 
perhaps will not agazn refuſe them. 


Audiet pugnas vitio parentum 
Rara Juventus. 
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E quibus hi vacuas implent Sermonibus aures, 
Hz: narrata ferunt alia: menſuraque ficti 
Creſcit, & auditis aliquid nouus adjicit autor, 
Illic Credulitas, illic temerarius Error, 
Vanaque Lætitia git, cenſternatique Timares, 
recens, dubioque autore ſiſurri. 


A M prevailed on, . the Importunity 
of Friends, to interrupt the Scheme I had 


begun in my laſt Paper, by an Eſſay upon the 


Art of Political Lying, We are told, The Devil 
is the Father of Lyes, and was a Lyar from the 
beginning; fo that, beyond Contradiction, the In- 
vention is old: And, which is more, his firſt 

Eſſay 
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Eſſay of it was purely Political, employed in un- 
dermining the Authority of his Prince, and ſe- 
ducing a third Part of the Subjects from their 
Obedience. For which he was driven down from 
Heaven, where (as ten expreſſeth it) he had 
been VicERoy of a great , gern Province; and 
forced to exerciſe his Talent in inferior Regions 
among other fallen Spirits, or poor deluded Men, 
whom he ſtill daily tempts to his own Sin, and 
will ever do fo till he be chained in the bottom- 

tefs Pit. | 
Bur although the Devil be the Father of Dies, 
he ſeems, like other great Inventors, to have loſt 
much of his Reputation, by the continual Im- 
provements that have been made upon him. 

Who firſt reduced Lying into an Art, and 
adapted it to Politicky, is not fo clear from Hif- 
tory ; although I have made ſome diligent En- 
quiries : J ſhall therefore conſider it only accord- 
ing to the modern Sy ſtem, as it hath been cul- 
tivated theſe twenty Years paſt in the Southern 
Part of our own Iſland. 3 

TRE Poets tell us, That after the Giants were 
overthrown by the Gods, the Earth in revenge 
pro t laſt OFpring, which was Fame. 
Ang tre Fable is thus nter geted; That when 
Turm ults and Seuiiions are quicsad, Rumours and 
falſe Reports are plentiiully ſpread through a Na- 

tion. 
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tion. So that by this Account, Lying is the laſt 
Relief of a routed, earth-born, rebellious Party in 
a State. But here, the Moderns have made great 
Additions, applying this Art to the gaining of 
Power, and preſerving it, as well as revenging 
themſelves after they have loſt it : As the ſame 
Inſtruments are made uſe of by Animals to feed 
themſelves when they are hungry, and bite thoſe 
that tread upon them, 

Bur the fame Genealogy cannot always be 
admitted for Political Lying ; I ſhall therefore de- 
fire to refine upon it, by adding ſome Circum- 
ſtances of its Birth and Parents. A Political Lye 
is ſometimes born out of a diſcarded Stateſman's 
Head, and thence delivered to be nurſed and 
dandled by the Rabbis, Sometimes it is produced 
a Monſter, and licted into Shape; at other Times 
it comes into the World compleatly formed, and 
is ſpoiled in the /ic&ing, It is often born an In- 
| fant in the regular Way, and requires Time to 
mature it: And often it ſees the Light in its full 
Growth, but dwindles away by Degrees. Some- 
times it is of noble Birth; and ſometimes the 
Spawn of a Szock-yobber, Here, it ſcreams aloud 
at opening the Womb; and there, it is delivered 
with a 1/hiſper. I know a Lye that now diſ- 
turbs half the Kingdom with its Noiſe, which al. 
though too proud and great at preſent to own its 

Parents, 
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Farenta, I can remember in its Whifperhosd. 


To 
conclude the Nativity of this Monſter; when it 
comes into the World without a Ning, it is ſtill- 
born ; and whenever it loſes its Sting, it dies. 
No Wonder, if an Infant fo miraculous in its 
Birth, ſhould be deftined for great Adventures: 
And accordingly we ſee it hath been the Guardian 
Spirit of a prevailing Party for almoſt twenty 
Years. It can conquer Kingdoms without Fight- 
ing, and ſometimes with the Loſs of a Battle: 
It gives and reſumes Employments; can fink a 
Mountain to a Mole-hill, and raiſe a Mole- hill to 
a Mountain ; hath prefided for many Years at 
Committees of Elections; can waſh a Black-a-moar 
white; make a Saint of an Atheiſt, and a Pa- 
triot of a Profligate ; can furniſh Foreign Miniſters 
with Intelligence; and raiſe or let fall the Credit 
of the Nation. This Goddeſs flies with a huge 
Looking glaſs in her Hands to dazzle the Crowd, 
and make them ſee, according as ſhe turns it, 
their Ruin in their Intereſt, and their Intereſt in 
their Ruin, In this Glaſs you will behold your 
| beſt Friends clad in Coats powdered with Floawer- 
de-Luce's and Triple-Crewns ; their Girdles hung 
round with Chains, and Beads, and Wooden Shoes: 
And your worſt Enemies adorned with the En- 
ſigns of Liberty, Property, Indulgence, Moderation, 
and a Cornucepia in their Hands, Her large 
; ” Wings, 
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Wings, like thoſe of a flying Fifh, are of no Uſe 
but while they are moiſt ; ſhe therefore dips them 
in Mud, and ſoaring aloft ſcatters it in the Eyes of 
the Multitude, flying with great Swiftneſs; but 
at every Turn is forced to ſtoop in dirty Ways 
for new Supplies. 
I nave been ſometimes thinking, if a Man 
had the Art of the Second Sight for ſeeing Lyes, 
238 they have in Scotland for ſering Spirits, how 
admirably he might entertain himſelf in this 
Town ; to obſerve the different Shapes, Sizes 
and Colours, of thoſe Swarms of Zyes which buz 
about the Heads of /ome People, like Flies about a 
Horſe's Ears in Summer: Or thoſe Legions hover- 
ing every Afternoon in Exchange-Alky, enough to 
darken the Air; or over a Club of diſcontented 
Grandees, and thence ſent down in Cargogs to be 
ſcattered at Elections. 

Tu nz is one eſſential Point wherein a Pe- 
Etical Lyar differs from others of the Facuky; 
That he ought to have but a ſhort Memory, 
| which is neceſſary according to the vaziqus Oc- 
caſions he meets with every Hour, of diſſering 
from himſelf, and ſwearing to both Sides of a 
Contradiction, as he finds the Perſons diſpoſed, 
with whom he hath to deal. In deſcribing the 
| Virtues and Vices of Mankind, it is convenient, 
upon every Article, to have fome eminent Perſon 

\ | in 
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in our Eye, from whence we copy our Deſcrip- 
tion. I have ſtrictly obſerved this Rule; and 
my Imagination this Minute repreſents before me 


a certain * Great Man famous for this Talent, 
to the conſtant Praftice of which he owes his 
twenty Years Reputation of the moſt skilful 
Head in England, for the Management of nice 
Affairs. The Superiority of his Genius conſiſts 
in nothing elſe but an inexhauſtible Fund of Po- 
litical Lyes, which he plentifully diſtributes every 
Minute he ſpeaks, and by an unparallelled Ge- 
neroſity forgets, and conſequently contradicts the 
next half Hour, He never yet conſidered whe- 


ther any Propoſition were True or Falſe, but 


| whether it were convenient for the preſent Minute 
or Company to affirm or deny it; ſo that if you 
think to refine upen him, by interpreting every 
Thing he fays, as we do Dreams by the con- 
trary, you are till to ſeek, and will find yourſelf 


equally deceived, whether you believe or no: 


The only Remedy is, to ſuppoſe that you have 
heard ſome inarticulate Sounds, without any 
Meaning at all. And beſides, that will take off 
the Horror you might be apt to conceive at the 

Oaths wherewith he perpetually tags both ends 


| ® The late Earl of Wharton. 
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of every Propoſition : Although at the ſame Time, 
I think, he cannot with any Juſtice be taxed for 
Perjury, when he invokes God and Chriſt ; be- 
cauſe he hath often fairly given publick Notice 
to the World, that he believes in neither. 

SOME People may think, that ſuch an Accom- 
pliſhment as this can be of no great Uſe to the 
Owner or his Party, after it hath been often 
practiſed, and is become notorious ; but they 


are widely miſtaken : Few Lyes carry the Inven- 


tor's Mark ; and the moſt proſtitute Enemy to 
Truth may ſpread a thouſand without being 
known for the Author. Beſides, as the vileſt 
Writer hath his Readers, ſo the greateft Lyar hath 
his Believers; and it often happens, that if a 
Lye be believed only for an Hour, it hath done 


its Work, and there is no farther Occaſion for 
it. Flood flies, and Truth comes limping after 


it; fo that when Men come to be undeceived, it 


is too late, the Jeſt is over, and the Tale has bad 


its Effect: Like a Man who has thought of a 


good Repartee, when the Diſcourſe is changed, 


or the- Company parted : Or, like a Phyſician 


who hath found out an infallible Medicine after 


the Patient is dead. 

ConsIDeRING that natural Diſpoſition in 
many Men to Lye, and in Multitudes to Believe ; 
"I PO what to do with that 

Maxim, 
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Maxim, ſo frequent in every Body's Mouth, 
That Truth will at Laſt prevail. Here, has this 
Iſland of ours, for the greateſt Part of twenty 
Years lain under the Influence of ſuch Counſets 
and Perſons, whoſe Principle and Intereft it was 
to corrupt our Manners, blind our Underftand- 
ings, drain our Wealth, and in Time deſtroy our 
Conſtitution both in Church and State; and w 
at laſt were beanghe to the very Bvink of Ruis ; 
yet by the Means of perpetual Repreſentations, 
have never been able to diſtinguiſh between our 
Enemies and Friends, We have ſeen a great 
Part of the Nation's Money got into the Hands 
of thoſe, who by their Birth, Education and 
Merit, could pretend no higher than to wear our 
Liveries While others, who by their Credit, 
Quality and Fortune, were only able to give 
Reputation and Succeſs to the Revolution; were 
not only laid aſide, as dangerous and uſeleſs; but 
loaden with the Scandal of Facebites, Men of 4r- 
. Litrary Principles, and Penſioners to France ; while 
Truth, who is faid to lie in @ Mell, ſeemed now 
to be buried there under a heap of Stones. But 
I remember it was a uſual Complaint among the 
Whigs, that the Bulk of Landed-Men was not in 
their Intereſts, which ſome of the Wiſeſt looked 
on as an ill Omen; and we faw it was with the 
utmoſt Difficulty that they could preſerve a Ma- 
jority, 
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jority, while the Court and Miniſtry were on 
their Side ; till they had learned thoſe admirable 
diſtant Boroughs, by powerful Metives from the 
City. But all this was meer Force and Con- 
ſtraint, however upheld by moſt dextrous Arti- 
fice and Management ; until the People began to 
apprehend their Properties, their Religion, and the 
Menarchy itſelf in Danger; then we ſaw them 
greedily laying hold on the firſt Occafion to inter- 
poſe. But of this mighty Change in the Diſ- 
poſitions of the-People, I ſhall diſcourſe more at 
large in ſome following Paper; wherein I ſhall 
endeavour to undeceive or diſcover thoſe deluded 
or deluding Perſons, who hope or pretend it is 
only a ſhort Madneſs in the Vulgar, from which 
they may ſoon recover. Whereas, I believe, it 
will appear to be very different in its Cauſes, its 
Symptoms, and its Conſequences ; and prove a 
great Example to illuſtrate the Maxim I lately 
mentioned, That Truth (however ſometimes late) 
will at laſt prevail. 
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—Madiog; ut limite curras, 
ſcare, ait, moneo: ne fi demiſſior ibis, | 
Unda gravet pennas ; fi celſior, ignis adurat. 


T muſt be avowed, that for ſome Years paſt, 
| there. have been few Things more wanted in 
England, than ſuch a Paper as this ought to be ; 
and ſuch as I will endeavour to make it, as long 
as it ſhall be found of any Uſe, without entring 
into the Violences of either Party. Conſidering 
the many grievous Miſrepreſentations of Perſons 
and Things, it is highly requiſite, at this Junc- 
ture, that the People throughout the Kingdom, 
| ſhould, if poſlible, be ſet right in their Opinions 
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by ſome impartial Hand ; which hath never been 
yet attempted : Thoſe who have hitherto under- 
taken it, being upon every Account the leaſt 
qualified of all Human- kind for ſuch a Work. 

Wes live here under a limited Monarchy, and 
under the Doctrine and Diſcipline of an excellent 
Church: We ere unhappily divided into two 
Parties, both which pretend a mighty Zeal for 
our Religion and Government, only they diſagree 
about the Means, The Evils we muſt fence 
againſt are, on one ſide Fanaticiſm and Infidelity 
in Religion; and Anarchy, under the Name of 
a Common-wealth, in Government: On the 
other Side, Popery, Slavery, and the Pretender 
from France, Now to inform and direct us in 
our Sentiments, upon theſe weighty Points; here 
are on one Side two ſtupid illiterate Scribblers, 
both of them Fanaticks by Profeſſion ; I mean the 
Review and Obſervator. On the other Side we 
have an open Nonjuror, whoſe Character and 
Perſon, as well as good Learning and Senſe, diſ- 
covered upon other Subjects, do indeed deſerve 
Reſpect and Efteem ; but his Rehearſal, and the 
reſt of his Political Papers, are yet more perni- 
cious than thoſe of the former two. If the Ge- 
nerality of the People know not how to Talk or 
Think, until they have read their Leſin in the 
Papers of the Week; what a Misfortune is it 

| that 
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that their Duty ſhould be conveyed to them through 


ſach Vehicles as thoſe ? For let ſome Gentlemen 
think what they pleaſe ; I cannot but ſuſpect, that 
the two [Yorthies I firſt mentioned, have in a 
Degree done Miſchief among us; the mock au- 
thoritative Manner of the one, and the inſipid 
Mirth of the other, however infupportable to rea- 
ſonable Ears, being of a Level with great Num- 
bers among the loweſt Part of Mankind. Nei- 
ther was the Author of the Rehearſal, while he 
continued that Paper, leſs infetious to many Per- 
ſons of better Figure, who perhaps were as well 


themſelves. 


Ir was this Reaſon, hut. cond me to take 


the Matter out of thoſe rough, as well as thoſe 
dirty Hands; to let the remote and uninſtructed 
Part of the Nation fee, that they have been miſ- 
led on both Sides, by mad, ridiculous Extreams, 


at a wide Diftance on each Side from the Truth; 


while the right Path is ſo broad and plain, as to 
be eaſily kept, if they were once put into it. 


FARTHER: I had lately entered on a Reſo- 


Jution to take very little Notice of other Papers, 
unleſs it were ſuch, where the Malice and Falſ- 
| hood had fo great a Mixture of Wit and Spirit, 
as would make them dangerous; which in the 
preſent Circle of Scribblers, from twelre Pence 
| a | to 


qualified, and much leſs prejudiced, to judge for 
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to a Half-penny, I could eaſily foreſee would not 
very frequently occur, But here again I am for- 
ced to diſpenſe with my Reſolution, although it be 
only to tell my Reader, what Meaſures I am like 
to take on ſuch Occaſions for the Future. I was 
told that the Paper called the Obſervator, was 
twice filled laſt Week with Remarks upon a 
late Examiner. Theſe I read the firſt Opportu- 
nity, and to ſpeak in the News-Writers Phraſe, 
they gave me Occaſion for many Speculations, 1 
obſerved with fingular Pleaſure, the Nature of 
thoſe Things, which the Owners of them uſually 
call Anſwers; and with what Dexterity this match- 
leſs Author had fallen into the whole Art and 
Cant of them. To tranſcribe here and there 
three or four detatched Lines of leaſt Weight in a 
Diſcourſe, and by a fooliſh Comment miſtake 
every Syllable of the Meaning, is what I have 
known many of a ſuperior Claſs, to this formida- | 
ble Ad verſary, entitle an Anſwer, This is what 
he hath exactly done in about thrice as many 
Words as my whole Diſcourſe ; which is ſo migh- 
ty an Advantage over me, that I ſhall by no 
Means engage in ſo unequal a Combat ; but as 
far as I can judge of my own Temper, entirely 
diſmiſs him for the Future; heartily wiſhing he 
had a Match exactly of his own Size to meddle 
with, who ſhould only have the odds of Truth 
Vol. IX. C 
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and Honeſty ; which, as I take it, would be an 
effectual Way to f:lence him for ever. Upon this 
Occaſion, I cannot forbear a ſhort Story of a Fa- 
natick Farmer, who lived in my Neighbourhood, 
and was fo great a Diſputant in Religion, that the 
Servants in all the Families thereabauts reported, 


how he had confuted the Biſhop and all his Cler- 


. I had tha a Footman who was fond of 
reading the Bible ; and I borrow'd a Comment 
for him, which he ſtudied ſo cloſe, that in a Month 
or two I thought him a Match for the Farmer. 
They diſputed at feveral Houſes, with a Ring of 


| Servants and other People always about them ; 


where Ned explained his Texts ſo full and clear, 
to the Capacity of his Audience, and ſhewed the 
Infignificancy of his Adverſary's Cant, to the mean- 
eſt Underſtanding ; that he got the whole Coun- 
try of his Side, and the Farmer was cured of his 
Itch of Difputation for ever aſter, | 
THe worſt of it is, that this Sort of outrageous 


Party-Writers I have above ſpoke of, are like a 


couple of Make“ bates, who inflame ſmall Quarrels 


by a thouſand Stories, and by keeping Friends at 


diſtance, hinder them from coming to a good Un- 


derſtanding, as they certainly would, if they were 


ſuffered to meet and debate between themſelves, 
For, let any one examine a reaſonable honeſt Man 

ef either Side, upon thoſe Opinions in Religion and 
Govern 
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other about; he ſhall hardly find one material 
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Government, which both Parties daily buffet each 


Point in difference between them, I would be 
glad to ask a Queſtion about two Great Men of 
the late Miniſtry, how they came to be Whigs ? 
And by what figure of Speech, half a dozen o- 
thers, lately put into great Employments, can be 
called Tories? I doubt whoever would ſuit the 
Definition to the Perſons, muſt make it directly 
contrary to what we underſtood it at the time of 


the Revolution. 


In order to remove theſe Miſapprehenſions 
among us, I believe it will be neceflary upon 
Occaſion, to detect the Malice and Falſhood of 
ſome popular Mzxims, which thoſe Idiots ſcatter 
from the Preſs twice a Week, and draw an hun- 
dred abſurd Conſequences from them, 

Fox Example : | have heard it often objected 
as a great Piece of Inſolence in the Clergy and 
others, to ſay or hint that the Church was in Dan- 
ger, when it was voted otherwiſe in Parliament 


ſome Years ago: And the Queen her ſelf, in her 


laſt Speech, did openly condemn all ſuch Inſi- 


nuations. Notwithſtanding which, I did then, 


and do ſtill believe, the Church hath, fince that 
Vote, been in very imminent Danger ; and L 
think I might then have faid ſo, without the leaſt 


Offence to her Majeſty, or either of the two 


: = Wh HFouſes,. 
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Houſes. The Queen's Words, as near as I can 
remember, mentioned the Church being in dan- 
ger from her Admini/tration ; and whoever ſays 
or thinks That, deſerves, in my Opinion, to be 
hanged for a Traitor. But, that the Church 
and State may be both in Danger under the beſt 
Princes that ever reigned, and without the leaſt 
Guilt of theirs, is ſuch a Truth, as a Man muſt 
be a great Stranger to Hiſtory or common Senſe, 
to doubt. The wiſeſt Prince on Earth may be 
forced, by the Neceſſity of his Affairs, and the 


preſent Power of an unruly Faction, or deceived 


by the Craft of ill-deſigning Men: One or two 
Miniſters, moſt in his Confidence, may at fir/t 


have good Intentions, but grow corrupted in 


Time, by Avarice, by Love, by Ambition; and 
have fairer Terms offered them, to gratify their 
Paſſions or Intereſts, from one Set of Men than 
another, until they are too far involved for a Re- 


treat; and ſo be forced to take ſeven Spirits more 
wioked than themſelves. This is a very poſſible | 
Caſe; and will not the laft State of ſuch Men be 


worſe than the fit! That is to ſay, will not the 
Publick, which was ſafe at firſt, grow in Dan- 


ger by ſuch Proceedings as theſe ? And ſhall a 
faithful Subject, who foreſees and trembles at the 


Conſequences, be called Diſaffected, becauſe he 
delivers his Opinion, although the Prince declares 
as, 
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2s he juſtly may, that the Danger is not owing 
to his Adminiſtration ? Or, ſhall the Prince him- 
ſelf be blamed, when in ſuch a Juncture he puts 
his Affairs into other Hands, with the univerſal Ap - 
plauſe of his People As to the Vote againſt thoſe 
who ſhould affirm the Church was in Danger, I 
think it likewiſe referred to Danger from or under 
the Queen's Adminiſtration, (for I neither have 
it by me, nor can ſuddenly have recourſe to it ;) 


but if it were otherwiſe, I know not how it can 


refer to any Dangers but what were paſt, or at 
that Time preſent ; or how it could affect the 
Future, unleſs the Senators were all inſpired, or 


at leaſt that Majority which voted it. Neither 


do I ſee any Crime farther than ill Manners, to 
differ in Opinion from a Majority of either or 
both Houſes ; and that ill Manners, I muſt con- 
feſs, I have been often guilty of for ſome Years 
paſt, although I hope I never ſhall again. 
ANOTHER Topick of great Uſe to theſs 
weekly Inflamers, is the young Pretender in France, 
to whom their whole Party is in a high Meaſure 
indebted for all their Greatneſs ; and whenever it 
lies in their Power, they may perhaps return their 


Acknowledgments, as out of their Zeal for fre. 


quent Revolutions they were ready to do to his 
ſuppeſed Father: Which is a Piece of Secret 


Hiftory, that I hope will one Day fee the Light; 
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and I am ſure it ſhall, if ever I am Mafter of it, 
without regarding whoſe Fars may tingle, But at 
preſent, the Word Pretender is a Term of Art 
in their Profeſſion : A Secretary of State cannot 
defire to leave to reſign, but the Pretender is at 
bottom : The Queen cannot diſſolve a Parliament, 
but it is a Plot to dethrone herſelf, and bring in 
the Pretender. Half a Score Stock- Jobbers are 
playing the Knave in Exchange-Aley, and there 
goes the Pretender with a Spenge. One would be 
apt to think they bawl out the Pretender fo often, 
to take off the Terror; or tell ſo many Lies 
about him, to ſlacken our Caution, that when he 
is really coming, by their Connivance, we may 
not believe them; as the Boy ſerved the Shep- 
| herds about the ceming of the Wolf. Or perhaps 
they ſcare us with the Pretender, becauſe they 
think he may be like ſome Diſeaſes, that came 
with a Fright. Do they not believe, that the 
Queen's preſent Miniſtry love her Majeſty, at 
leaſt as well as ' ſame others loved the Church? And 
why is it not as great a Mark of Dya ffefticn now 
to. ſay the Queen it in Danger, as it was ſome 
Months ago to affirm the ſame of the Church? 
Suppoſe it be a falſe Opinion, that the Queen's 
| Right is hereditary and indefeaſible ; yet how is it 
poſſible that thoſe who hold and believe ſuch a 
Doctrine, can be in the Pretender's Intereſt | p- 
His 
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His Title is weakened by every Atgument that 
ſtrengthens Hers. It is as plain as the Words of 
an Act of Parliament can make it, That her pre- 
ſent Majeſty is Heir to the Survivor of the late 
King and Queen her Siſter, Is not that an Ferc- 
ditary Right ? What need we explain it any fur- 
ther? I have known an Article of Faith expounded 
in much looſer and more general Terms; and 
that, by an Author whoſ: Opinions are very 


much followed by a certain ”arty. Suppoſe we 


go further, and examine the Word Indefeafible, 
with which ſome Writers of late have made them- 
ſelves ſo merry: I confeſs it is hard to conceive, 
how any Law which the ſupream Power makes, 
may not by the ſame Power be repealed : So that 
I ſhall not determine, whether the Queen's Right 
be indefeaſible or no. But this I will maintain 
that whoever affirms it ſo, is not guilty of a Crime. 
For in that Settlement of the Crown after the 
Revolution, where her preſent Majeſty is named 
m Remainder, there are (as near as I can remem- 
ber) theſe remarkable Words, To which we bind 
ourſelves, and our Poſterity for ever. Lawyers 
may explain this, or call them Words of Form, 
as they pleaſe: And Reaſoners may argue, that 


fuch an Obligation is againſt the very Nature 6f 


Government: But a plain Reader, who takes the 
Words in their natural Meaning, may be ex- 
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cuſed, in thinking a Right fo confirmed, is inde- 
feaſible ; and if there be an Abſurdity in ſuch an 
Opinion, he is not to anſwer for it. 


P. S. When this Paper was going to the Prefs, 
the Printer brought me two more Obſervaters, 
wholly taken up in my Examiner upon Lying, 
which I was at the Pains to read ; and they are 
juſt ſuch an Anſwer, as the two others I have 
mentioned, This is all I have to fay on that 
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ſunt boni cives ? qui belli, qui domi de patria 
bene merentes, niſi qui patriæ beneficia memi- 
 nerunt ? | 


— 


NUMBER XVI. 


WILL employ this preſent Paper upon a 
Subject which of late hath very much affect- 
me, which I have conſidered with a great 
deal of Application, and made ſeveral Enquiries 
about, among thoſe Perſons who I thought were 
beſt able to inform me; and if I deliver my Sen- 


timents with ſome Freedom, I hope it will be 


forgiven, while I accompany it with that Ten- 
derneſs which ſo nice a Point requires, | 
ä I sa1D 


- 
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I 84D in a former Paper (Numb. 13.) that 
one ſpecious Objection to the late Removals at 
E was the Fear of giving Uneaſineſs to a 
General, who hath been long ſucceſsful abroad: 
And accordingly, the common Clamour of Tongues 
and Pens for ſome Months paſt, hath run againſt 
the Baſeneſs, the Inconſtancy and Ingratitude of 
the whole Kingdom to the Duke of Marlborough, 
in return of the moſt eminent Services that ever 
were perſormed by a Subject to his Country; not 
to be equalled in Hiſtory. And then to be ſure 
- bitter Stroak of Detraction againſt Alerander 
and. Caſar, who never did us the leaſt Injury. 
Beſides, the People who read Plutarch come up- 
on us with Parallels drawn from the Greeks and. 
Romans, who ungratefully dealt with I know not 
how many of their moſt deſerving Generals: 
While the profounder Politicians have ſeen Pam- 
phlets, where Tacitus and Machiave! have been. 
quoted ta bew the Danger of too reſplendent ay 
Merit. If a Stranger ſhould hear theſe furious. 
Out-cries of Ingratitude againſt our General, 
without knowing the Particulars, he would be. 
apt to enquire where was his Tomb, or whether 
he were allowed Chriſtian Burial? Not doubting 
but we had put him to ſome ignominious Death. 
Or, hath he been tried for his Life, and very. 
Rrerrory eſcgped.? Hath le been accuſed of high 
0 Crirzes 
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Crimes and Miſtemeanours? Has the Prince ſeized 
on his Eſtate, and left him to ſtarve? Hath he 
been hooted- at as he paſſed the Streets, by an 
ungrateful Rabble? Have neither Honours, Of- 
fices, nor Grants, been conferred on him or his 
5 Family ? Have not he and they been barbarouſly 
[ ; ſtript of them all? Have not he and his Forces 
, F been ill payed abroad? And doth not the Prince. 
1 by a ſcanty, limited Commiſſion, hinder him from 

| Z purfuing his own Methods in the Conduct oi 
; War? Hath he no Power at all of diſpoſing of 
Commiſſions as he pleaſeth? Is he not ſeverely. 

| uſed by the Miniſtry or Parliament, who yearly 
| 4 call him to a ſtrict Account ? Has the Senate ever 
. N thanked him for good Succeſs; and have they 
1 not always publickly cenſured him for the leaſt 

. 4 Miſcarriage? Will the Accuſers of the Nation 
; 3 join Iſſue upon any of theſe Particulars; or, tell 
us in what Point our damnable Sin of Ingratitude 
lies? Why, it is plain and clear; for while he is 


. 5 commanding abroad, the Queen diſſolveth her 
4 Parliament, and changeth her Miniſtry at home: 
. | In which univerſal Calamity, no leſs than two 


Perſms allied by Marriage to the General have- 

| loſt their Places. Whence came this wonderful 
Sympathy between the Civil and Military Powers? 
Will the Troops in Flander; refuſe to fight, un- 
los they can have their 007 Lord Keeper; their 
C E 


gree of ſubordinate Affection from the Publick, 
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own Lord Preſident of the Council; their own 
chief Governor of Jreland ; and their own Par- 
liament? In a Kingdom where the People are 
free, how came they to be ſo fond of having 
their Counſels under the Influence of their Army, 
or thoſe that lead it? Who in all well- inſtituted 
States, had no Commerce with the Civil Power, 
further than to receive their Orders, and obey 
them without Reſerve. 

Wren a General is not fo Popular, either in 
his Army, or at home, as one might expect from 
a long Courſe of Succeſs; it may perhaps be 
aſcribed to his Wiſdom, or perhaps to his Com- 
plexion, The Poſſeſſion of ſome one Quality, 
or a Defect in ſome other, will extremely damp 
the People's Favour, as well as the Love of the 
Soldiers. Beſides, this is not an Age to produce 


Favourites of the People, while we live under a 
Queen who engroſſeth all our Love, and all our 


Veneration; and where, the only Way for a 
great General or Miniſter, to acquire any De- 


muſt be by all Marks of the moſt entire Submiſſion 
and Reſpeft to her ſacred Perſon and Commands; 
otherwiſe, no pretence of great Services, either 
in the Field or the Cabinet, will be able to skreen 


them from univerſal Hatred. 
Bur 
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Bur the late Miniſtry was cloſely joined to 
the General, by Friendſhip, Intereſt, Alliance, 
Inclination and Opinion ; which cannot be af- 
firmed of the preſent ; and the Ingratitude of the 
Nation lieth in the People's jaining as one Man, 
to wiſh, that ſuch a Miniſtry ſhould be changed. 
Is it not at the ſame Time notorious to the whole 
Kingdom, that nothing but a tender Regard to 
the General, was able to preſerve that Miniflry 
ſo long, until neither God nor Man could ſuffer 
their Continuance? Yet in the higheſt Ferment 
of Things, we heard few or no Reflections upon 
this great Commander ; but all ſeemed Unani- 
mous in wiſhing he might ftill be at the Head of 
the confederate Forces ; only at the ſame Time, 
in Caſe he were reſolved to reſign, they choſe 
rather to turn their Thoughts ſomewhere elſe, 
than throw up all in Deſpair. And this I can- 
not but add, in Defence of the People, with Re- 
card to the Perſon we are ſpeaking of; that in 
the high Station he hath been for many Years 
paſt, his real Defects (as nothing Human is with- 
out them) have in a detracting Age been very 
ſparingly mentioned, either in Libels or Conver- 
fation ; and all his Succeſſes very freely and univer- 
 fally applauded, 
THERE is an active and a paſſive Ingratitude : 
Applying both to this Occaſion ; We may ſay, 
3 the 
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the firſt is, when a Prince or People returns good 
Services with Cruelty or ill Uſage : The other is, 
when good Services are not at all, or very meanly 
rewarded, We have already ſpoke of the for- 
mer; let us therefore in the ſecond Place, ex- 
amine how the Services of our General have- 
been rewarded ; and whether upon that Article, 
either Prince or People have been guilty of In» 
gratitude, 

Tos are the moſt valuable Rewards which: 
are given to us from the certain Knowledge of 
the Donor, that they ft. our Temper beſti I ſhall: 
therefore ſay nothing of the Title of Duke, or- 
the Garter, which the Queen beftowed the Ge- 
neral in the beginning of her Reign : But I ſhall 
come to more ſubſtantia! Inſtances, and mention 
nothing which hath not been given in the Face of 
the World. The Lands of [Yd/tock may, I 
believe, he reckoned worth 40,000 J. On the 
Building of Blenheim Caſtle 200,000 l. have been 
already expended, although it be not yet near. 
finiſhed, The Grant of 5000 J. per Aunum on 

the Poſt- Off e, is richly worth 100, 200 J. His 
Principality in Germauy may be computed at 
40,0001. Pictures, Jewels, and other Gifts from 
Foreign Princes, 60, 00 J. The Grant at the 
Pall. Mall, the Rangerſhip, Oc. for want of more 
certain Knowledge, may be called 10, Coo J. His 

own 
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own,. and his Dutcheſs's Employments at five 
Years Value, reckoning only the known and 
avowed Salaries, are very low rated. at 100,000/, 
Here is a- good deal above half a Million of 
Money; and I dare fay, thoſe who. are loudeſt 
with the Clamour of Ingratitude, will readily 
cw, that all this is but a. Trifle, in Compariſon 
what is untuld. | 

Tus Reaſon of my ſtating this Account is on- 
ly to convince the World, that we are not quite 
ſo ungrateful either as the Greeks or the Romans, 
And in order to adjuſt this Matter with all Fair- 
neſs, I ſhall confine myſelf to the latter, who 
were much the more generous of the two, A 
Victorious General of Rome in the Height of that 
Empire, having entirely ſubdued his Enemies, was 
rewarded with the larger Triumph; and perhaps 
a Statue in the Forum; a Bull for a Sacrifice; an. 
embroidered Garment to appear in 8 Grown of 
Laurel; a Monumental Trophy with Inſcrip- 
tions ; ſometimes five hundred or a thouſand Cop- 
per Coins were ſtruck on Occaſion of the Vic- 
_ tory ; which, doing Honour to the General, we 
will place to his Account : And laſtly, ſometimes, 
although not very frequently, a Triumphal Arch, 
Theſe are all the Rewards that I can call to 
Mind, which a victorious General received after 
his Return from the moſt glorious Expedition; 

conquered 
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- conquered ſome great Kingdom; brought the 
King himſelf, his Family and Nobles to adorn 
the Triumph in Chains ; and made the King- 
dom either a Roman Province, or at beſt, a poor 


depending State, in humble Alliance to that Em- 


pire. Now, of all theſe Rewards, I find but 
two which were of real Profit to the General : 
The Laure! Crown, made and ſent him at the 
Charge of the Publick ; and the embroidered Gar- 


ment ; but I cannot find whether this laſt was - 


paid for by the Senate or the General: However, 
we will take the more favourable Opinion ; and 


in all the reſt, admit the whole Expence, as if 


it were ready Money in the General's Pocket. 
Now according to theſe Computations on both 
Sides, we will draw up two fair Accounts ; the 


one of Roman Gratitude, and the other of Britiſh 


Ingratitude ; and ſet them together in Balance, 


A Bill 
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A Bill "ff Roman 
Gratitude. 


A Bill Bar 1s u 
Ingratitude. 


| Imprim. © ad 


Wadflock. 400,00 © - 
Blenheim. 200,000 © © 


Charges at 2150 o of 


994 11 10 


Poſt- 

Office { 100,000 © 0 
Grant. LN 
Mildenheim. 30,000 o © 
Pictures, 
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Turs is an Account of the viſible Profits on 
beth Sides; and if the Roman General had any 
frevate Perquifites, they ma) be eaſily diſcounted, 
and by more probable Computations, and differ 
yet more upon the Ballance; if we conſider, that 
all the Gold and Silver for Sifeguards and Centri- 
butions; and all valuable Prizes taken in the 


War, were openly expoſed in the Triamph ; and 


then lodged in the Capitol for the Publick Service. 
So that upon the Whole, we are not yet quite 


fo bad at 20059, as the Romans were at beſt. And 


I doubt, thoſe who raiſe this hideous Cry of In- 
gratitude, may be mightily miſtaken in the Con- 


ſequences they propoſe from ſuch Complaints, I 


remember a Saying of Seneca, Multos ingratos in- 
venimim, plures facimus : We find many ungrate- 
ful Perſons in the World, but we mate more, by 


ſetting too high a Rate upon our Pretenſions, and 


undervaluing the Rewards we receive, When 


unreaſonable Bills are brought in, they ought to 
be taxed, or cut off in the Middle. Where there 
have been long Accounts between two Perſons, 


T have known one of them perpetually making 
large Demands, and preſſing for Payments; who 
when the Accounts were caſt up on both ſides, 
was found to be Debtor for ſome Hundreds, L. 


am thinking, if a Proclamation were iſſued out 


for every Man to fend in his Bull of Merits, and 
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the loweſt Price he ſet them at, what a pretty 
Sum it would amount to, and how many ſuch 
Iſlands as this muſt be fold to pay them! I form 
my Judgment from the Practice of thoſe who 
ſometimes happen to pay themſelves; and I dare 
affirm, would not be ſo unjuſt to take a Farthing 
more than they think is due to their Deſerts. I 
will inſtance only in one Article. A* Lady of my 
Acquaintance, appropriated twenty-ſix Pounds a 
Year out of her own Allowance, for certain Uſes, 
which her F Woman received, and was to pay to 


the Lady or her Order, as it was called for. But 


aſter eight Years, it appeared upon the ſtricteſt 


Calculation, that the Woman had paid but four 
2 and ſunk two and twenty for 


er own Pocket: It is but ſuppoſing inſtead of 
nty ſix Pounds, twenty ſix thoufand; and by 
that you may judge what the Pretenſions of Mo- 
dern Merit are, where it happens to be its own 
 Paymaſter, | 
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NUMBER XVI. 


Quas res luxuries in flagitits, avaritia in rapinis, 


ſuperbia i in contumelits efficere Poruiſſet; 5 eas em- 


nes ſeſe hoc uno * per triennium pertuli ies \ 


aiebant. 


HEN I firſt undertook this Paper, I 
was reſolved to concern myſelf only with 
Things, and not with Perſons. Whether I have 


and I will not be at the Pains to examine, but 
leave the Matter to thoſe little Antagoniſts, who 


may want a Topick for Criticiſm. Thus much 


I have diſcovered ; that it is in Writing, as in 
Building ; where, after all our Schemes and Cal- 
| | — 


kept or broken this Reſolution, I cannot recollect; 
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culations, we are mightily deceived in our Ac- 
counts, and often forced to make Uſe of any Ma- 
terials we can find, that the Work may be kept a 
going. Beſides, to ſpeak my Opinion, the Things I 
have Occaſion to mention, are ſo cloſely linked 
to Perſons, that nothing but Time (the Father of 
Oblivion) can ſeparate them. Let me put a pa. 
rallel Caſe : Suppoſe I ſhould complain, that laſt 
Week my Coach was within an Inch of over- 
urning, in a ſmooth, even Way, and drawn 
by very gentle Horſes; to be ſure, all my Friends 
would immediately lay the Fault upon John, be- 
cauſe they knew, he then Pręſided in my Coach- 
Box. Again, Suppoſe I ſhould diſcover ſome 


Uneaſineſs to find my ſelf, I knew not how, 


over Head-and-Ears in Debt, although I were 
ſure my Tenante paid their Rents very well, 
and that I never ſpent all my Income; they 
would certainly adviſe me to turn off Mr.“ Oldfox 


my Receiver, and take another. If, as a Juſtice 
of Peace, I ſhould tell a Friend that my ar- 


rants and Mittimus's were never drawn up as I 
would have them ; that I had the Misfortune to 
ſend an honeſt Man to Goal, and diſmiſs a Knave , 


he would bid me no longer truſt + Charles nd 


— 
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Harry, my two Clerks, whom he knew to be 
ignorant, wilful, aſſuming and ill-inclined Fel- 
lows. If I ſhould add, That my Tenants made 
me very uneaſy with their Squabbles and Broils 
among themſelves; he would counſel me to Caſhier 
+ Will Bigamy, the Seneſchal of my Mannor. And 
laſtly, if my Neighbour and I happened to have 
a Miſunderſtanding about the Delivery of a 1Meſ- 
ſage, what could I do leſs than ftrip and diſcard 
the blundering or malicious Raſcal who carried it? 
IT is the ſame Thing in the Conduct of pub- 
lick Affairs, where they have been managed with 
Raſhneſs or Wilfulnefs, Corruption, Ignorance, 
or Injuſtice; barely to relate the Facts, at leaſt, 
while they are freſh in Memory, will as much 
reflect upon the Perſons concerned, as if we had 
told their Names at length. 


I AVE therefore ſince thought of another Ex- 


pedient, frequently practiſed with great Safety 


and Succeſs by ſatyrical Writers : Which is, That 
of looking into Hiſtory for ſome Character bear- 
ing a Reſemblance to the Perſon we would de- 
ſcribe ; and with the abſolute Power of altering, 
adding, or ſuppreſſing what Circumſtances we 


pleaſe, I conceived we muſt have very bad Luck, 


tt 


— 


ES or 


; 5 
1 
5 


The EXAMINER, 47 
or very little Skill to fail. However, ſome Days 
ago in a Coftee-Houſe, looking into one of the 


politick weekly Papers, I found the Writer had 


fallen into this Scheme; and I happened to light 


on that Part where he was deſcribing a Perſon, 


who from ſmall Beginnings grew (as I remember) 
to be Conſtable of France, and had a very haugh- 
ty, imperious Wife. I took the Author for a 
Friend to our Faction, (for ſo with great Pro- 
priety of Speech they call the Queen and Miniſtry, 


almoſt the whole Clergy, and nine Parts in ten 


of the Kingdom) and I ſaid to a Gentleman near 
me, that although I knew well enough what Per- 
ſons the Author meant, yet there were ſeveral 
Particulars in the Husband's Character, which I 
could not reconcile, For that of the Lady was 


Juſt and adequate enough; but it ſeems I miſtook 


the whole Matter, and applied all I had read to 
a couple of Perſons, who were not at that Time 
in the Writer's Thoughts, 

Now to avoid ſuch a Misfortune as this, I 
have been for ſome Time conſulting Livy and 
Tacitus, to find out the Character of a Princeps 
Senatus, a Prætor Urtanus, a Quæſter Erarius, 
a Cæſari ab Epiſlelis, and a Procomſul: But among 
the worſt of them, I cannot diſcover One from 
whence to draw a Parallel, without doing Injury 
to a Reman Memory: So that I am compelled 

| to 
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to have recourſe to Tully. But this Author re- 
lating Facts only as an Orator, I thought it 
would be beſt to obſerve his Method, and make 
an Extract from fix Harangues of his againſt 
Verres, only ſtill preſerving the Form of an Ora- 
tion. I remember a younger Brother of mine, 
who deceaſed about two Months ago, preſented 
the World with a Speech of Alcibiades, againſt 
an Athenian Brewer: Now, I am told for certain, 
that in thoſe Days there was no Ale in Athens; 
and therefore that Speech, or at leaſt, a great 
Part of it, muſt needs be ſpurious. The Dif- 
ference between me and my Brother is this; he 
makes Alcibiades ſay a great deal more than he 
really did; and I make Cicero fay a great deal 
| lefs. This * Verres, had been the Roman Go- 
vernor of Sicily for three Years ; and on return 
from his Government, the Sicilians entreated 
Cicero to impeach him in the Senate ; which he 
| accordingly did, in ſeveral Orations : From whence 
I have faithfully Tranſlated and Abſtracted that 
which follows, 


25 Lords, 
PERNICI OUS Opinion bath for ſume 
Time prevailed, not only at Reme, but 


9 Earl of Wharton, Lord Hh of Ireland. 
among 
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© among our neighbouring Nations; that a Man 
* who hath Money enough, although he be ever 
„ ſo guilty, cannot be condemned in this Place. 
But, however induſtriouſly this Opinion be 
« ſpread, to caſt an Odium on the Senate; we 
have brought before your Lordſhips Caius Ferres, 
© a Perſon, for his Life and Actions, already 
* condemned by all Men ; but as he Eopes, and 
gives out, by the Influence of his Wealth, to 
© be here abſolved. In condemning this Man, 
you have an Opportunity of bely ing that ge- 
© neral Scandal; of redeeming the Credit 49ſt by 
© frmer Fudgments ; and recovering the Love of 
the Roman People, as well as of our Neighbours. 
© I have brought here a Man before you, my 
© Lords, who is a Robber of the Publick Trea- 
© ſure; an Overturner of Law and Juſtice ; and 
the Diſgrace, as well as Deſtruction of the Sicilian 
© Province: Of whom, if you ſhall determine 
© with Equity and due Severity, your Authority 
© will remain entire, and upon ſuch an Eſta- 
© bliſhment as it ought to be: But if his great 
© Riches will be able to force their Way through 
© that Religious Reverence and Truth, which be- 
come ſo awful an Aſſembly, I ſhall, however, 
© obtain thus much, T hat the Defect will be laid 
where it ought ; and that it ſhall not be ob- 
s jeted, the Criminal was not produced, or that 
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there wanted an Orator to accuſe him. This 
Man, my Lords, hath publickly ſaid, That 
thote ought to be afraid of Accuſations who 
have only robbed enough for their own Support 
and Maintenance; but that he hath plundered 
futfcient to bribe Numbers; and that nothing 
is ſo High or Holy which Money cannot corrupt. 
Take that Support from him, and he can have 
no other left, For, what Eloquence will be 
able to defend a Man, whoſe Life hath been 
tainted with fo many ſcandalous Vices, and 
who hath been ſo long condemned by the uni- 
verſal Opinion of the World? To paſs over the 
foul Stains and Ignominy of his Youth ; his 
corrupt Management in all Employments he 
hath borne ; his Treachery and Irreligion ; his 
Injuſtice and Oppreſſion: He hath left of late 
ſuch Monuments of his Villainies in Sicily; 
made ſuch Havock and Confuſion there, dur- 
ing his Government, that the Province cannot 
by any Means be reſtored to its former State, 


and hardly recover itſelf at all under many 


Years, and by a long Succeffion of good Go- 
vernors. While this Man governed in that 
Iſland, the Sicilians had neither the Benefit of 
our Laws, nor their own, nor even of com- 
mon Right. In Sicily, no Man now poſſeſſeth 
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rice have overlooked; or what he was forced 
to neglect out of meer Wearineſs and Satiety 
of Oppreſſion. Every thing where he preſided, 
was determined by his arbitrary Will; and the 
beſt Subjects he treated as Enemies. To re- 
count his abominable Debaucheries, would of- 
fend any Modeſt Ear, ſince ſo many could not 
preſerve their Daughters and Wives from his 
Luſt. I believe, there is no Man who ever 
heard his Name, that cannot relate his Enor- 


mities. We bring before you in Judgment, 


my Lords, a publick Robber, an Adulterer, 


* a DEeriLErx OF ALTARs, an Enemy of 


Religion, and of all that is Sacred; in Sich 
he fold all Employments of Judicature, Magt- 
ſtracy, and Truſt, Places in the Council, and 
the Prieſthood itſelf, to the higheſt Bidder ; and 
hath plundered that Iſland of forty Millions of 
Seſterces. And here I cannot but obſerve to 
your Lordſhips, in what manner Verres paſſed 
the Day: The Morning was ſpent in taking 
Bribes, and felling Employments; the reſt of 
it in Drukenneſs and Luſt, His Diſcourſe at 
Table was ſcandalouſly unbecoming the Dig- 


* 


* This Story of Lord Wharton is true; who, with 


ſome other Wretches went into a Pulpit, and defiled 


it in the moſt filthy Manner. 
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© nity C. his Station; Noiſe, Brutality, and Ob- 
© ſcenznzfs, One Particular I cannot omit, that 
© in the high Character of Governor of Sicil), 
upon a ſolemn Day, a Day ſet apart for Pub- 
© lick Prayer for the Safety of the Common- 
< wealth ; he ſtole at Evening, in a Chair, to a 
married Woman of infamous Character, againſt 

© all Decency and Prudence, as well as againſt 
© all Laws both Human and Divine. Didſt thou 
think, O Verres, the Government of Sicily was 
given thee with ſo large a Commiſſion, only 
& 
8 


© by the Power of That to break all the Bars 


of Law, Modeſty, and Duty, to ſuppoſe all 
Mens Fortunes thine, and leave no Houſe free 
from thy Rapine, or Luſt? Tc.” 


Tris Extract, to deal ingenuouſly, hath coſt 
me more Pains than I think it is worth, having 


only ſerved to convince me, that modern Cor- 


ruptions are not to be parallelled by ancient Ex- 
amples, without having recourſe to Poetry or 
Fable. For inſtance, I never read in Story of a 


Law enacted to take away the Force of all Laws 


whatſoever ; by which a Man may ſafely com- 
mit upon the laſt of June, what he would in- 
fallibly be hanged for if he committed on the firſt 


of Ful;; by which the greateſt Criminals may 


eſcape, provided they continue long enough in 
Power 
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Power to antiquate their Crimes; and by ſtifling 


them a while, can deceive the Legiſlature into an 


Amneſty, of which the Enacters do not at that 
Time foreſee the Conſequence. ' A cautious Mer- 
chant will be apt to ſuſpect, when he finds a Man 
who has the Repute of a cunning Dealer, and 
with whom he hath old Accounts, urging for a 
general Releaſe, When I reflect on this Pro- 
ceeding, I am not ſurpriſed, that thoſe who con- 
trived a Parliamentary Spange for their Crimes, 
are now afraid of a new Revolution Spange for 
their Any: And if it were poſſible to contrive 


a Spenge that could only affect thoſe who had 


need of the other, perhaps it would | not be ill 


| employed, 
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NUMBER XVII. 


Quidpe bi fas verſum atq; nefas : tat bella fer * 


Tam multi Scelerum facies = - 

AM often da tempted to let the World 
I freely know who the Author of this Paper 
is; to tell them my Name and Titles at Length; 
which would prevent abundance of inconſiſtent 
Criticiſms I daily hear upon it. Thoſe who are 
Enemies to the Notions and Opinions I would 
advance, are ſometimes apt to quarrel with the 
Examiner as defective in Point of Wit, and 
ſometimes of Truth. At other Times they are 


to generous and candid, to allow, it is written by 
a Club; » 
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a Club; and, that very great Hands have Fingers 
in it. As for thoſe who only appear its Ad ver- 
faries in Print, they give me but very little Pain: 
The Paper 1 hold lies at my mercy, and I can 
govern it as I pleaſe ; therefore when I begin to 
find the Wit too bright, the Learning too deep, 
and the Satire too keen for me to deal with, (a 
very frequent Caſe no doubt, where a Man is 
conſtantly attacked by ſuch ſhrewd Adverſaries) 
J peaceably fold it up, or fling it aſide, and read 
no more. It would be hippy for me to have 


the ſame Power over People's Tongues, and not 


be forced to hear my own Work railed at and 
commended fifty Times a Day; affecting all the 
while a Countenance wholly unconcerned ; and 
joining out of Policy or good Manners with the 
Judgment of both Parties: This, I ccnfeſs, is 
too great a Harſhip for ſo baſhſul and unex- 
perienced a Writer. | 
Bur, alas, I lye under another Diſcourage- 


ment of much more Weight: I was very un- 


fortunate in the Choice of my Party when I ſet 
up to be a Writer : Where is the Merit, or 
what Opportunity to diſcover our Wit, our Cou- 
rage, or our Learning, in drawing our Pens for 
the Defence of a Cauſe, which the Qu EEN and 
both Houſes of Parliament, and nine Parts in ten 
of the Kingdom, have ſo unanimouſly embraced ? 
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I am cruelly afraid, we Politick Authors muft 
begin to leſſen our Expences, and lie for the Fu- 
ture at the Mercy of our Printers, All hopes 


now are gone of writing ourſelves into Places or 


Penſions. A certain ſtarveling Author who vor- 
ed under the late Adminiſtration, told me with 
a Heavy Heart, above a Month ago, That he 
and ſome others of his Brethren had ſecretly 


oftered their Service dog-cheap to the preſent 


Miniſtry ; but were all refuſed, and are now 
maintained by Contribution, like Facobites or 
Fanaticks, I have been of late employed out of 
perfect Commiſeration, in doing them good Of- 
fices: For, whereas ſome were of Opinion that 
theſe hungry Zealots ſhould not be ſuffered any 


longer in their malapert Way to ſnarl at the pre- 
ſent Courſe of publick Proceedings; and whereas 


others propoſed, that they ſhould be limited to a 
certain Number, and permitted to write for their 
Maſters, in the fame Manner as Counſel are aſ- 


ſigned for other Criminals ; that is, to fay all 


they can in Defence of their Client, but not re- 
flet upon the Court: I humbly gave my Ad- 
vice, that they ſhould be ſuffered to write on, as 


they uſed to do; which I did purely out of Re- 


gard to their Perſons: For I hoped it would keep 
them out of Harms-way, and prevent them from 
falling into evil Courſes, which although of 

Con 
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Conſequence to the Publick, would certainly be 


fatal to themſelves, If I have room at the Bot- 


tom of this Paper, I will tranſcribe a Petition to 
the preſent Miniſtry, ſent me by one of theſe 
Authors, in Behalf of himſelf and fourſcore of 
his Brethren. | 
Fox my own Part, notwithſtanding the little 


Encouragement to be hoped for at this Time 


from the Men in Power, I ſhall continue my 
Paper till either the World or myſelf grow 
weary of it: The latter is eafily determined ; 
and for the former, I ſhall not leave it to the 
Partiality of either Party, but to the infallible 
Judgment of my Printer. Oae principal End 
I deſigned by it, was to undeceive thoſe well- 
meaning People, who have been drawn unaware 
into a wrong Senſe of Things, either by the 
common Prejudices of Education and Company, 


the great perſonal Qualities of ſome Party-leaders, 


or the foul Miſrepreientations that were conſtant- 
ly made of all who durſt differ from thein in 
the ſmalleſt Article, I have known ſuch Men 
ſtruck with the Thoughts of ſome late Changes, 
which, az they pretend to think, were made 


without any Reaſon viſible to the World. In 


Anſwer to this, it is not ſufficient to alledge, that 
a good and wiſe Prince may be allowed to change 
his Miniſters without giving a Reaſon to his Sub- 
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jects; becauſe it is probable, that he will not make 
ſuch a Change without very important Reaſons , 
and a good Subject ought to ſuppoſe, that in ſuch 
a Caſe there are ſuch Reaſons, although he be 
not appriſed of them ; otherwiſe, he muſt in- 
wardly tax his Prince of Capriciouſneſs, Incon- 
ſtancy, or ill Deſign. Such Reaſons indeed, may 


not be obvious to Perſons prejudiced, or at great 


Diſtance, or ſhort Thinkers; and thereſore if 
they be no Secrets of State, nor any ill Conſe- 
quences to be apprehended from their Publication, 


it is no uncommendable Work in any private 


Hand to lay them open for the Satisfaction of all 
len. And, if what I have already faid, or 
ſhal! hereafter ſay of this Kind, be thought to 
reflect upon Perſons, although none have been 


named, I know not how it can poſſibly be avoid- 


ed, The Queen in her Speech mentions with 


| great Concern, that the Navy and other Offices are 


burthened with heavy Debts ; and defires that the 
like may be prevented for the Time to come. And, 
if it be ow poſſible to prevent the Continuance of 
an Evil that hath been ſo long growing upon us, 
and is arrived to fuch a Height; ſurely thoſe 
Corruptions and Miſmanagements muſt have been 
great which firſt introduced them, before our 
Taxes were eaten up by Annuities, 
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Ir I were able to rip up, and diſcover in all 


| their Colours only about eight or nine Thouſand 


of the moſt ſcandalous Abuſes, that have been 
committed in all Parts of publick Management 
for twenty Years paſt, by a certain Set of Men 
and their Inſtruments ; I ſhould reckon it ſome 
Service to my Country and to Poſterity, But, 

to ſay the Truth, I ſhould be glad the Authors 
Names were conveyed to future Times along 
with their Actions. For, although the preſent 
Age may underſtand well enough the little Hints 
we give, the Parallels we draw, and the Charac- 
ters we deſcribe; yet this will all be loſt to the 
next. However, if theſe Papers, reduced into a 


mire durable Form, ſhould happen to live until our 
Grand- children be Men; I hope they may have 


Cuiiolity enough to conſult Annals, and compare 
Datcs, in order to find. out what Names were 
then intruſted with the Conduct of Affairs, in 
the Conſequence whereof themſelves will ſo deep- 
ly ſnare; like a heavy Debt in a private Family, 
which often lies an Incumbrance upon an Eſtate 
for three Generations. 

Bur leaving the Care of informing poſterity 


to detter Pens, I ſhall with due regard to Truth, 


Diſcretion, and the Safety of my Perſon from 
the Men of the new-fungled Mideration, continue 
to take all proper Opportunities of letting the 
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miſled Part of the People ſee how groſly they 
have been abuſed, and in what Particulars: I 
alſo ſhall endeavour to convince them, that the 
preſent Courſe we are in, is the moſt probable 
Means, with the Blefling of God, to extricate 
ourſelves out of all our Difficulties. 

AmoNG thoſe who are pleaſed to write or talk 
againſt this Paper, I have obſerved a ſtrange Man- 
ner of Reaſoning, which I ſhould be glad to hear 


them explain themielves upon. They make no 
Ceremony of exclaiming upon all Occaſions againſt 


a Change of Miniſtry, in fo critical and danger- 
ous a Conjuncture. What ſhall we, who heartily 
approve and join in thoſe Proceedings, ſay in De- 
fence of them? We own the Juncture of Af. 
fairs to be as they deſcribe: We are pufhed for 
an Anſwer, and are forced at laſt freely to con- 


feſs, that the Corruptions and Abuſes in every 
Branch of the Adminiſtration were ſo numer- 
ous and intollerable, that all Things muſt have 


ended in Ruin, without ſome ſpeedy Reformation. 
This I have already aſſerted in a former Paper; 
and the Replies I have read or heard, have been 


in plain Terms to affirm the direct Contrary ; 


and not only to defend and celebrate the late Per- 


ſons and Proceedings, but to threaten me with 


Law and Vengeance, for caſting RefleCtions on 
fo many great and honourable Men, w hoſe Birth, 
1 Virtues 
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Virtues and Abilities ; whoſe Morals and Religion, 
whoſe Love of their Country and its Conſtitution in 
Church and State, were ſo univerſally allowed; 
and all this ſet off with odious Compariſons re- 
flecting on the preſent Choice. Is not this in 


plain and direct Terms to tell all the World, that 


the Queen hath in a moſt dangerous Criſis turned 
out a whole Set of the beſt Miniſters that ever 
ſerved a Prince, without any Manner of Reaſon, 
but her Royal Pleaſure ; and brought in others of 
a Character directly contrary? And how ſo vile 


an Opinion as this can conſiſt with the leaſt 


Pretence to Loyalty or good Manners, let the 


World determine. 


I conFEss myſelf fo little a Refiner in the 
Politicks, as not to be able to diſcover what other 
Motive, beſides Obedience to the QUEEN, a 
Senſe of publick Danger, and a true Love of 
their Country, joined with invincible Courage, 
could ſpirit up thoſe great Men, who have now 
under Her Majeſty's Authority undertaken the 
Direction of Affairs. What can they expect but 
the utmoſt Efforts of Malice from a Set of en- 


raged domeſtick Adverſaries, perpetually watch- 


ing over their Conduct, croſſing all their Deſigns, 


and uſing every Art to foment Diviſions among 


them, in order to join with the Weakeſt upon 
any Rupture? The Difficulties they muſt en- 
| counter 
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counter are nine Times more and greater than 
ever; and the Proſpects of Intereſt, after the 
Reapings and G!canings of ſo many Years, nine 
Times leſs. Every Misfortune at Home or Abroad, 
although the neceſſary Conſequence of former 
Counſels, will be imputed to them; and all the 
good Succeſs given to the Merit of former Schemes. 


A Sharper hath held your Cards all the Evening, 


played Booty, and loſt your Money ; and when 
Things are almoſt deſperate, you employ an honeſt 
Gentleman to retrieve your Loſſes. | 

I wovir ask whether the Queen's Speech 
doth not contain her Intentions, in every Parti- 
cular relating to the Publick, that a good Subject, 
a Briton and a Prete/tant, can poſũbly have at 
Heart? To carry on the War in all its Parts, par- 
ticularly in Spain, with the utm:ft Vigour, in order 
to pricure a ſafe and honourable Peace for Us and 
our Allies; to find ſome Ways if payirg the Debts of 
the Navy ; to ſupport and encourage the Church of 
England; t freſerve the Britiſh Cor/titution ac- 


cording to the Union; to maintam the Indulgence 


by Law allowed to ſcrupulous Conſciences; and 10 
empley nene but ſuch as are for the Proteſtant Suc- 


ceſſun in the Fouje of Hanover. It is known 
enough, that Speeches on thefe Occaſions are ever 
digeſted by the Advice of thoſe who are in the 


chief Confidence; and conſequently, that theſe 


are 


The EXAMINER, 63 
are the Sentiments of her Majeſty's Miniſters, as 
weil as her own; and we ſee, the two Houſes 
have unanimouſly agreed with her in every Ar- 
ticle. When the leaſt Counterpaces are made to 
any of theſe Reſolutions, it will then be Time 
enough for our Malecontents to bawl out Popery, 
Perſecution, Arbitrary Power, and the Pretender. 
In the mean while, it is a little hard to think, 
that this Iſland can hold but ſix Men of Honeſty 
and Ability enough to ſerve their Prince and 
Country; or that our Safety ſhould depend upon 
their Credit, any more than it would upon the 
Breath in their Noſtrils. Why ſhould not a 
Revolution in the Miniſtry be ſometimes neceſſary, 
as well as a Revolution in the Crown? It is to be 
preſumed, the former is at leaſt as lawful in it- 
ſelf; and perhaps the Experiment not quite fo 
dangerous. The Revolution of the Sun about the 
Earth was formerly thought a neceſſary Expe- 
dient to ſolve Appearances, although it leſt many 
Difficulties unanſwered; until Philoſophers con- 
trived a better, which is that of the Earth's Re- 
vorution about the Sun. This is ijvund upon Ex- 
ferience to fave much Time and Labour, to 
correct many irregular Motions, and is better ſuit- 
ed to the Reſpect due from a Planet to a fixed 
Star. | 
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NUMBER NIX 


Sunt quibus in Satyra videar nimis acer, & ultra 


Legem tendere uu: fine nervis altera, quicquid 


Compoſui, pars eſſe putat = = = = 


THEN the Printer came laſt Week for 
| his Copy, he brought along with him a 


Bundle of thoſe Papers, whic':, in the Phraſe of 


Whig Coffee- Houſes, have ſwinged off the Exami- 


ner; moſt of which I had never ſeen or heard of 
before. I remember ſome Time ago in one of 


the Tatlers, to have read a Letter, wherein ſe- 


veral Reaſons are affigned for the preſent Cer- 


ruption and Degeneracy of our Taſte; but I think 
the Writer hath omitted the principal One, which 
I take to be the Prejudice of Parties. Neither 


can I excule either Side of this Infirmity : 1 


have 
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have heard the arranteſt Dgivellers Pro and Con 
commended for their Shrewaneſs even by Men of 
tolerable Judgment ; and the beſt Performances 


dence; but it is chiefly owing to that Blindneſs, 
which Prejudice and Paſſion caſt over the Under- 
ſtanding : I mention this, becauſe I think it pro- 


perly within my Province in quaiity of Exami- 


ner. And having granted more than is uſual 
for an Enemy to do, I muſt now take Leave to 
ſay, that ſo weak a Cauſe, and ſo ruined a Fac- 


tion, were never provided with Pens more re- 


ſembling their Condition, or leſs ſuited to their 
Occaſions. | 


Non zali auxili „ nec defenſoribus iſtis 
Tempus eget = = = = = = 


Tus is the more to be wondered at, when we 


conſider they have the full Liberty of the Preſs ; 


that they have no other Way left to recover 
themſelves; and that they want not Men of ex- 
cellent Parts to ſet their Arguments in the beſt 
Light they will bear. Now, if two Men would 


argue on both Sides with Fairneſs, good Senſe, 
and good Manners ; it would be no ill Enter- 


tainment to the Town, and perhaps be the moſt 


exploded as Nonſenſe and Stupidity, This in- 
deed may partly be imputed to Policy and Pru- 


| 
| 
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effectual Means to reconcile us. But I am apt 
to think, that Men of great Genius are hardly 
brought to proſtitute their Pens in a very odious 
Cauſe; which, beſides, is more properly under- 
taken by Noiſe and Impudence, by groſs Railing 
an] Scurrility, by Calumny and Lying, and by 


little trifling Cavils and Carpings in the wrong 


Place, which thoſe 1/Þ:ifflers uſe for Arguments 
and Anſweꝛs. 

I was well enough pleaſed with a Story of 
one of theſe Anſwerers, who in a Paper laſt 


Week found many Faults with a !ate Calculation 
of mine. Being, it ſeems, more deep learned 


than his Fellows, he was reſolved to begin his 
Anſwer with a Latin Verſe, as well as other 


Folks: His Buſineſs was to look out for ſome. 


thing againſt an Examiner that would pretend to 


Fe 


tax Accounts; and turning over Virgil, he had 


the Luck to find theſe Words, Fugiant Examina 


taxas; ſo down they went, and cut they would 
have come, if one of his unlucky Prompters had 
not hindered it. 

I IXE declare once for all, that if theſe 
People will not be quiet, I ſha!} take their Bread 
out of their Mouths, and anſwer the Examiner 
myſelf ; which I proteſt I have never yet done, 


although I have been often charged with it: nei- 


ther have thoſe Anſwers been written or publiſh- 
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ed with my Privity, as malicious People are pleaſ- 
ed to give out; nor do I believe the common 
Fhiggih Report, That the Authors are hired by 
the Miniſtry to give my Paper a Value. 

Bor the Friends of this Paper have given me 
more Uneaſineſe with their Impatience, than its 
Enemies by their Anſwers. I keard myſelf cen- 
ſured laſt Week by ſome of the former, for 
promiſing to diſcover the Corruptions in the late 
Adminiſtration, but never performing any thing. 


| The latter, on the other Side, are thundering out 


their Anathema's againſt me for diſcovering ſo 
many. I am at a Loſs how to decide between 
theſe Contraries, and therefore ſhall proceed after 


my own Way, as I have hitherto done; my 


Deſign being of more Importance than that of 
Writing only to gratify the Spleen of one Side, 


or provoke that of the other, although it may 


occaſionally have both Effects. . 
I sHALL therefore go on to relate ſome Facts, 
that, in my humbie Opinion, were no Hindrance 


to the Change of the Miniſtry. 


THe firſt I ſhall mention, was That of intro- 
ducing certain new Phraſes into the Court Stile, 
which had. been very ſeldom or never made Uſe of 
in former Times. They uſually ran in the fol- 
lowing Terms: Madam, I cannot ſerve you 
while ſuch a One is in Employment9 I deſire 
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humbly to refign my Commiſſion, if Ar. 
continues Secretary of State. I cannot anſwer 
that the City will lend Money, unleſs my L. d 
CSS &> 8 be Preſident of the Council, I muſt beg 
leave to ſurrender, except . . has the Staff. 
1 muſt net accept the Seals, * cn 
into the other Office, This hath been the Lan- 
guage of late Vears from Subjects to their Prince. 


Thus they ſtood upon Terms, and muſt have 


their Conditions to ruin the Nation; nay, this 
dutiful Manner of Capitulating had ſpread fo far, 
that every Under · ſtrapper began at length to perk 


up and aſſume: He expected a Regiment; or, his. 
Son muſi be a Major; or, his Brother a Col- 


befor ; elſe he threatened to Yate actording te his 
Conſcience. 

ANOTHER of their glorious Attempts, was the 
Clauſe intended in the Bill for the Encouragement 
of Learning ; by taking off the Obligation upon 


Fellows of Colleges in both Univerſities to enter 


upon Holy Orders : The Defign of which, as I 
have heard the Undertakers often confeſs, was to 


remove. the Care of educating Youth out of the 
Hands of the Clergy, who are apt to infuſe into 


their Pupils too great a Regard for the Church 
and the Monarchy. But there was 2 farther Se- 
cret in this Clauſe, which may beſt be diſcovered 


by 6— or at leaſt the Garblers of 


it; 
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it ; and theſe are known to be Collins and Tin- 
dall, in Conjunction with a moſt pious Lawyer 
their Diſciple. 

War ſhall we fay to their prodigious Skill 
in Arithmetich, diſcovered fo conſtantly in their 
Deciſion of Elections; where they were able to 
make out by the Rule of Falſe, that Three were 
more than Three and Twenty, and Fiftcen than 
Fiſiy? Nay, it was a Maxim which I never 
heard any ot them diſpute, that in determining 


Elections, they were not to conſider where the 


Right lay, but which of the Candidates were like- 
lier to be true to the Cauſe. This they uſed to 
illuſtrate by a very apt and decent Similitude, of 
gaming with a Sharper; if you cannot cheat as 
well as he, you are certainly undone. 
AxoTHER Caſt of their Politicks was that of 
endeavouring to impeach an innocent * Lady, for 
no Reaſon imaginable, but her faithful and dili- 
gent Service to the Queen, and the Favour her 
Majeſty bore to her upon that Account, when 
others had acted contrarily in fo ſhameful a Man- 
ner. What elſe was the Crime? Had ſhe treat- 
ed her Royal Miſtreſs with Inſclence or Neglecm? 
Had ſhe enriched ber elf by @ long Practice of Bri- 
bery, and obtaining exorbitant Grants? Had ſhe 
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engroſſed her Majeſty's Favours without admitting 
any Acceſs but through her Means ? Had ſhe heap- 
ed Empliyments upen her ſelf, her Family or Depen- 
_ dents ? Had ſhe an imperious, haughty Behavinr ? 
Or, after all, was it a perfect Blunder and Miſ- 
take of one Perſon for anther © I have heard of a 


Man who lay all Night on a rough Pavement ; 


and in the Morninz, wondering what it could 
poſſibly be that made him reſt ſo ill, happened to 
ſee a Feather under him, and imputed the Unea- 
ſineſs of his Lodging to That. I remember like- 
wiſe the Story of a Giant in Rablais, who uſed 
to feed upon Hind-Mills, but was unfortunately 


choaked with a ſmall lump of fro — be- 


fore a warm Oven. 

AN p here I cannot but obſerve how very re- 
fined ſome People are in their Generoſity and Gra- 
titude, There is a certain great Perſon (I ſhall 
not ſay of what Scx) who for many Years paſt 
was the conſtant Mark and Butt, againſt which 
our preſent Malecontents uſed to diſcharge their 
Reſentment : Upon whom they beſtowed all 
the Terms of Scurrility, that Malice, Envy 
and Indignation could invent; whom they pub- 

lickly accuſed of every Vice that can poſleſs 
a human Heart: Pride, Covetouſneſs, Ingratitude, 
Opreffion, Treachery, Diſimulation, Violence 


and Fury, all in the higheſt Extreams: But of 


late they have changed their Language on a ſud- 


5 
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den; that Perſon is now the moſt faithful and 
juſt that ever ſerved a Prince; that Perſon, 
originally differing from them in Principles, as fat 
as Eaſt from Weſt; but united in Practice, and 
falling together, they are now reconciled, and 
find twenty Reſemblances between each other, 
which they could never diſcover before. Tant; 
e us placeam tibi perire. 

Bur to return: How could it be longer ſuf- 
fered in a free Nation, that all Avenues to Pre- 
ferment ſhould be ſhut up, except a very few, 
when one or two ſtood conſtant Centry, who 
docked all Favours handed down; or ſpread a 
huge inviſible Net between the Prince and Sub- 
ject, through which nothing of Value could pals ? 
And here I cannot but admire at one Conſequence 
from this Management, which is of an extraor- 
dinary Nature: Generally ſpeaking, Princes 
who have ill Miniſters, are apt to ſuffer in their 
Reputation, as well as in the Love of the Peo- 
ple: But it was not ſo with the Queen, When 
the Sun is overcaſt by thoſe Clouds he exhales 
from the Earth, we ſtill acknowledge his Light 
and Influence, and at laſt find he can diſpel and 
drive them down to the Horizon. The wiſeſt 
Prince, by the Neceſſity of Affairs, the Miſre- 
preſentations of deſigning Men, or, the innocent 
Miſtakes even of a good Predeceſſor; may find 
kimſelf encompaſſed by a Crew of Courtiers, 
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and his People from Ruin, under the worſt Ad- 
miniſtration, what may not his Subjects hope for, 
when, with their univerſal Applauſe he changeth 
Hands, and maketh Uſe of the 5% 
AXxXOTHER great Objection with me againſt 
the late Party, was the cruel Tyranny they put 
upon Conſcience, by a barbarous Inquiſition, refuſing 
to admit the leaſt Taleration or Indulgence. They 
impoſed a hundred Te/s, but could never be pre- 
vailed with to diſpenſe with, or tate off the ſmaileſt, 
or even admit of occaſional Conformity ; but went 
on daily (as their Apoſtle Tindall expreſſeth it) 
narrowing their Terms of Communion; pronouncing 
nine Parts in ten of the Kingdom Hereticts, and 
ſhutting them out of the Pale of their Church, 
Theſe very Men, who talk ſo much of a Compre - 
henfion in Religion among us, how came they to 
allow fo little of it in Politicks, which is their ſole 


Religion? You ſhall hear them pretending to be- 


wail the Animoſities kept up between the Church 
of England and Diſſenters, whe:e the Differences 
in Opinion are fo few and inconliderable ; yet theſe 
very Sons of Maderatien were pleaſed to excom- 
municate every Man who diſagreed with them in 
the ſmalleſt Aticle of their Political Creed; or, 
who refuſed to receive any new Article, how dif- 

e FRI ficult 


whom Time, Opportunity and Succeſs, have 
miſerably corrupted, And if he can fave himſelf 
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ficult ſoever to digeſt, which the Leaders impoſeg 
at Pleaſure to ſerve their own Intereſt. 

I w1LL quit this Subject for the preſent, when 
I have told one Story. There was a great 
+ King in Scythia, whoſe Dominions were bound- 
Jed to the North by the poor mountainous Ter- 
« ritories of a petty Lord, who paid Homage as 
* the King's Vaſſal. The Scythian Prime Mini/- 
ter being largely bribc4,” indirectly obtained his 
* Maſter's Conſent to ſuffer this Lord to build 
Forts, and provide himſelf with Arms, under 
+ Pretence of preventing the Inroads of the 


Tartars, This little depending Sovereign, find- 
ing he was now in a Condition to be trouble- 
- ſome, began to inſiſt upon Terms, and threa- 
tened upon every Occaſion to unite with the 
© Tartars : Upon which the Prime Miniſter, who 
began to be in Pain about his Head, propoſed 
s a Match betwixt his Maſter and the only 
Daughter of this Tributary Lord, which he 
had the good Luck to bring to pals ; and from 
that Time valued himſelf as Author of a moſt 
olorious Union, which indeed was grown of ab- 
ſolute Neceflity by his Corruption.” This Paſ- 
ſage, cited literally from an old Hiſtory of Sarma- 
tia, I thought fit to ſet down, on Purpoſe to per- 
jex little ſmattering Remarkers, and put them 
upon the Hunt for an Application. : 
Vou. 18. - E T H 
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------- Pugnacem ſcirent ſapiente minorem. 


AM very much at a Loſs how to proceed 
upon the Subject intended in this Paper, which 
a new Incident hath led me to engage in: The 
Subject I mean, is that of Soldiers and the Army; 
but being a Matter wholly out of my Trade, I 
ſhall handle it in as cautious a Manner as I am 
able. 4 | 

Ir is certain, that the Art of War hath ſuf⸗ 


fered great Changes, almoſt in every Age and _ 
Country of the World ; however, there are ſome 


Maxims relating toit, that will be eternal Truths, 
and which every reaſonable Man muſt allow. 
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| In the early Times of Greece and Rome, the 
Armies of thoſe States were compoſed of their 
Citizens, who took no Pay, becauſe the Quarrel 
was their own ; and therefore the War was uſually 
decided in one Campaign; or, if it laſted longer, 
yet in Winter the Soldiers returned to their ſe- 


veral Callings, and were not diſtinguiſhed from 
the reſt of the People. The Gothick Govern- 


ments in Europe, although they were of Military 
Inftitution, yet obſerved almeſt the fame Me- 
thod. I ſhall Inſtance only in England. Thoſe 
who held Lands in Capite of the King, were 
obliged to attend him in his Wars with a certain 
Number of Men, who all held Lands from them 
at eaſy Rents on that Condition. Theſe fought 
without Pay ; and when the Service was over 
returned again to their Farms, It is recorded of 
William Rufus, that being abſent in Normandy, and 

engaged in a War with his Brother, he ordered 
twenty thouſand Men to be raiſed and ſent over 
from hence to ſupply his Army ; but having ſtruck 
up a Peace before they were embarked, he gave 
them leave to disband, on Condition they would 
pay him ten Shillings a Man; which amounted 


to a mighty Sum in thoſe Days. 


ConsiDER a Kingdom as a great Family, 
whereof the Prince is the Father; and it will 
appear plainly, that Mercenary Troops are only 
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Servants armed, either to awe the Children at 
home ; or elſe to defend from Invaders, the Fa- 
mily who are otherwiſe employed, and chuſe to 
contribute out of their Stock for paying their 
Defenders, rather than leave their Affairs to be 
neglected in their Abſence. The Art of making 
Soldiery a Trade, and keeping Armies in Pay, 
ſeems in Europe to have had two Originals. The 


firſt was Uſurpation, when popular Men deſtroyed 
the Liberties of their Country, and ſeized the 


Power into their own Hands; which they were 
forced to maintain by hiring Guards to bridle the 
People. Such were anciently the Tyrants in moſt 
of the ſmall States of Greece; and ſuch were 
thoſe in ſeveral: Parts of 7tal, about three or 

four Centuries ago, as Macbiavel informs us. The 
| other Original of Mercenary Armies, ſeems to 


have riſen from larger Kingdoms or Common- 
wealths, which had ſubdued Provinces at a Di- 


ſtance, and were forced to maintain Troops upon 
them, to prevent Inſurrections from the Natives: 

Of this Sort were Macedon, Carthage, and 1 
of old; Venice and Holland at this Day; as well 
as moſt Kingdoms of Europe. So that Mercenary 
Forces in a free State, whether Monarchy or 
| Commonwealth, ſeem only neceſſary, either for 
preſerving their Conqueſts (which in ſuch Go- 


vernments 


FE 
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vernments it is not prudent to extend too far) 
or elſe ſor maintaining a War at a Diſtance. 

I x this laſt, which at preſent is our moſt im- 
portant Caſe, there are certain Maxims that all 
wiſe Governments have obſerved. 

Tux firſt I ſhall mention is, That no private 
Man ſhould have a Commiſſion to be General for 
Life, let his Merit and Services be ever fo great. 
Or, if a Prince be unadviſedly brought to offer 
ſuch a Commiſſion in one Hand, let him (to fave 


Time and Blood) dehver up his Crown with the 


other, The Romans, in the Height and Perfec- 
tion of their Government, uſually ſent out one 
of the new Conſuls to be General againſt their 
moſt formidable Enemy, and recalled the old one, 
who often returned beſore the next Election; and 
according as he hail Merit, was ſent to command 
in ſome other Part; which, perhaps, was con- 
tinued to him for a ſecond, and ſometimes a 
third Year. But if Paulus Amelius, or Scipia 
himſelf, had preſumed to move the Senate to 
continue their Commiſſions for Life, they certainly 
would have fallen a Sacrifice to the - Jealoufy of 
the People. Ceſar indeed (between whom and a 
certain General, ſome of late with much Diſcre- 


| tion have made a Parallel) had his Command in 


Gaul continued to him for five Years, and was 
afterwards made perpetual Dictatur; that is to 
| E 3 ſay, 
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fay, General fir Life, which gave him the Power 
and the Will of utterly deſtroying the Roman 
Liberty, But in his Time the Romans were 
very much degenerated; and great Corruptions 
had crept into their Morals and Diſcipline. How- 
ever, we ſee there flill were ſome Remains of a 
noble Spirit among them: For, when Ceſar 
ſent to be choſen Conſul, notwithſtanding his 


Abſence, they decreed he ſhould come in Perſon, 


give up his Command, and petcre mire majorum. 
Ir is not impoſſible but a General may delire 
ſuch a Commiſſion out of Iaadvertency, at the 
Inſtigation of his Friends; or, perhaps of his Ene- 
mies; or, meerly for the Benefit and Flonour of it, 
without intending any ſuch dreadful! Conſequences ; 
and in that Caſe, a wiſe Prince or State may 
barely refuſe it without ſhewing any Marks of 
their Diſpleaſure. But the Requeſt in its own 
Nature is highly Criminal, and ought to be en- 
tered fo upon Record, to terrify Others in Time 


to come from venturing to make it. 


AnoTHER Maxim to be obſerved by a free 
State engaged in War, is to keep the Military 
Power in abſolute Subjection to the Civil, nor 
ever ſuffer the former to influence or interfere 
with the latter. A General and his Army are 
Servants, hired by the Civil Power to act as they 
are directed from thence, and with a Commiſſion 


large 


hd — Ow * _—; 


The EXAMINER. 79 
large or limited as the Adminiſtration ſhall think 
fit; for which they are largely paid in Profit and 
Honour. The whole Syſtem by which Armies 


are governed, is quite alien from the peaceful In- 


ſtitutions of States at home; and if the Rewards 
be ſo inviting as to tempt a Senator to take a Poſt 

in the Army, whilſt he is there on his Duty, he 
ought to conſider himſelf in no other Capacity. I 
know not any Sort of Men ſo apt as Soldiers are 
to reprimand thoſe who preſume to interfere in 
what relates to their Trade. When they hear 
any of us in a Coffee - Houſe, wondering that ſuch 
a Victory was not purſued ; complaining that ſuch 
a Town colt more Men and Money than it was 
worth to take it; or that ſuch an Opportunity 
was loſt, of fighting the Enemy ; they preſently 
reprove us, and often with Juſtice enough, for 
meddling in Matters out of our Sphere ; and clear- 
ly convince us in Terms of Art that none of us 
underſtand, Nor do we eſcape ſo; for they 
reflect with the utmoſt Contempt on our Igno- 
rance, that we who fit at home in Eaſe and Se- 


curity, never ſtirring from our Fire-ſides, ſhould 


pretend from Books, and general Reaſon, to argue 
upon Military Affairs; which after all, if we 
may judge from the ſhare of Intellectuals in ſome 
who are ſaid to excel that Way, is not fo very 


— a Science. But if there be 


E 4 any 
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any Weight in what they offer, as perhaps there 
may be a great deal ; furely theſe Gentlemen have 
a much weaker Pretence to concern themſelves 
in Matters of the Cabinet, which are always ei- 
ther far above, or much beſide their Capacities. 
Soldiers may as well pretend to preſcribe Rules 
for Trade ; to determine Points in Philoſophy ; 
to be Moderators in an Aſſembly of Div ines; 
or direct in a Court of Juſtice ; as to miſplace their 
Talent in examining Affairs of State, eſpecially 
in what relates to the Choice of Minifters, who 
are never fo likely to be ill choſen as when ap- 
proved by them. It would be endleſs to ſhew how 
pernicious all Steps of this Nature have been in 
many Parts and Ages of the World. I ſhall 
only produce two at preſent ; one ia Rome, and 
the other in England. The firſt is of Ceſar, 
when he came to the City with his Soldiers to 
ſettle the Miniſtry, there was an End of their 


Liberty for ever. The ſecond was in the great 


Rebellion againſt King Charles the Firſt. The 
King and both Houſes were agreed upon the 


Terms of a Peace; but the Officers of the Army, 


(as Ludlnw relates it) ſet a Guard upon the Houſe 
of Commons, took a Liſt out of the Members, 
and kept all by Force out of the Houſe, except 
thoſe who were for bringing the King to a 
Tryal. Some Years after, when they _ 
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a Military Government, and ruled the Iſland by 
Majr-Generals, we received moſt admirable In- 
ſtances of their Skill in Politicks. To fay the 
Truth, ſuch formidable Sticklers can have but 
two Reaſons for deſiring to interfere in the Ad- 
miniſtration ; the firſt is that of Ceſar and 
 Cromzvell, of which, God forbid I ſhould accuſe 
or ſuſpect any Body; ſince the ſecond is pernicious 
enough, and that is, To preſerve thoſe in Power 
who are fer perpetuating a War, rather than ſee 
others advanced, who, they are ſure, will uſe all 
proper Means to promote a ſafe and honaurable 
Peace, 
THrikDLy, ** it is obſerved of Armies, 
that in the preſent Age they are brought to ſome 
Degree of Humanity, and a more regular De- 
meanour to each other, and to the World, than 
in former Times: It is certainly a good Maxim 
to endeavour preſerving this Temper among them ; 
without which, they would ſoon degenerate into 
Savages. To this End it would be prudent, 2- 
mong ether Things, to forbid that deteſtable 
_ Cuſtom of drinking to the Damnation or ” 
ion of any Perſon whatſoever. 
sucn deſperate Acts, and the Opinions in- 
fuſed along with them, into Heads already iu- 
flamed by Vouth and Wine, are enough to ſcatl- 
ter Madneſs and Sedition through a whole Camp. 
E 5 80 
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So ſeldom upon their Knees to Pray, and fo often 


to Curſe This is not properly Atheiſm, but a 
Sort of Ami- Religion preſcribed by the Devil, and 
which an Atheiſt of common Senſe would ſcorn 
as an Abſurdity. I have heard it mentioned as 
a common Practice laſt Autumn, ſomewhere or 
other, to drink Damnation and Confuſion (and 
this with Circumſtances very aggravating and 
horrid) to the New Miniſtry, and to thoſe who 
had any Hand in turning out the Old ; that is 
to ſay, to thoſe Perſons whom her Majeſty has 
thought fit to employ in her greateſt Affairs; 
with ſomething more than a Glance againſt the 
Auen herſelf. And if it be true, that theſe Or- 


ger were attended with certain doubtful Words, 


of ftanding by their General, who without Queſtion 


abhorred them: Let any Man conſider the Con- 


ſequence of ſuch Diſpoſitions, if they ſhould 
happen to ſpread. I could only wiſh, for the 
Honour of the Army, as well as of the Queen 
and Miniſtry, that a Remedy had been applied 
to the Diſeaſe, in the Place and Time where it 
grew. If Men of ſuch Principles were able to 
propagate them in a Camp, and were ſure of a 
General for Life, who had any Tincture of Am- 
bition, we might ſoon bid farewel to Miniſtries 


Ind Parliaments, whether new or old. 


I am 
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IAM only ſorry ſuch an Accident hath hap- 
pened towards the Cloſe of a War, when it is 
chiefly the Intereſt of thoſe Gentlemen who 


have Poſts in the Army, to behave themſelves 
in ſuch a Manner as might encourage the Le- 


giſlature to make ſome Proviſion for them, when 
there will be no farther need of their Service. 
They are to conſider themſelves as Perſons, by 
their Educations, unqualified for many other 
Stations of Life. Their Fortunes will not ſuf- 
fer them to retain to a Party after its Fall; nor 
have they Weight or Abilities to help towards 
its Reſurrection. Their ſuture Dependence is 
wholly upon the Prince and Parliament, to which 
they will never make their Way by ſelenm Exe- 
crations of the Miniſtry ; a Miniſtry of the Queen's 
own Election, and fully anſwering the Wiſhes 
of her People. This unhappy Step in ſome of 
their Brcthren may paſs for an uncontroulable Ar- 
gument, that Politicks are not their Buſineſs, or 
their Element. The Fortune of War hath raiſed 
jeveral Perſons up to ſwelling Titles, and great 
Commands over Numbers of Men, which they 
are too apt to transfer along with them into 
Civil Life, and appear in all Companies as if 
they were at the Head of their Regiments, with 
a Sort of Deportment that ovght to have been 
dropt behind, in that ſhort Paſſage to Zarwich. 
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It puts me in Mind of a Dialogue in Lucian, 
where Charm wafting one of their Predeceſſors 
over St: x, ordered him to ſtrip off his Armour 
and fine Cloaths, yet ſtill thought him too heavy; 
but, ſaid he, put off likewiſe that Pride and Pre- 
ſumption, theſe high ſtvelling Il ords, and that vain 
Glry; becaute they were of no Uſe on the other 
Side the Water. Thus, if all tl.at Array of 
_— Grandeur were confined to the proper 
Scene, it would be much more for the Intereſt 
of the Owners, and lefs oftenſive to their Fellow | 
Subjects. 
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Nam N, majorum inis tueri facris, | cære- 
montiiſy ; ; retinendis, Jajtentis et. 
Rui 


HO EVER is a true "PE of our Con- 
ſtitution, muſt needs be pleaſed to ſee what 
| ſucceſsful Endeavours are daily made to reſtore it 
in every Branch to its antient Form, from the 
languiſhing Condition ĩt hath long lain in, and with 
ſuch deadly Symptoms. 

I rave already handled ſome Abuſes hte 
the late Management, and ſhall in convenient Time 
go on with the reſt. Hitherto I have confine 
my ſelf to thoſe of the State; but with the good 
Leave of ſome, who think it a Matter of ſmall 


Moment, 
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Moment, I ſhall now take the Liberty to ſay 
ſomething of the Church. 

For ſeveral Years paſt there hath not, I think, 
in Europe, bcen any Society of Men upon fo un- 
happy a Foot as the Clergy of England, or more 


hardly treated by thoſe very Perſons from whom 


they deſerved much better Quarters, and in whoſe 
Power they chiefly had put it to uſe them ſo ill. I 
would not willingly miſrepreſent Facts; but I 
think it generally allowed by Enemies and Friends, 
that the bold and brave Defences made before the 
Revolution, againſt thoſe many In vaſions of our 
Rights, proceeded principally from the Clergy; 
who are likewiſe known to have rejected all Ad- 
vances made them to cloſe with the Meaſures at 
that Time concerting; while the Diſſentert, to 
gratify their Ambition and Revenge, fell into the 
baſeſt Compliances with the Court ; approved of 
all Proceedings by their numerous and fulſome Ad- 
dreſſes ; and took Employments and Commiſfions 
by virtue of the diſpenſing Power, againſt the di- 


rect Laws of the Land. All this is ſo true, that 


if ever the Pretender come in, they will, next to 
thoſe of his own Religion, have the faireſt Claim 
and Pretenſions to his Favour, from their Merit 
and eminent Services to his ſuppoſed Father, who 
without ſuch Encouragement would probably ne- 
ver have been miſled to go the Lengths he did. 
It ſhould likewiſe be remembred to the everlaſt- 
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ing Honour of the Londen Divines, that in thoſe 
dangerous Times they writ and publiſhed the beſt 
Collection of Arguments againſt Popery, that ever 
appeared in the World, At the Revolution, the 
Body of the Clergy joined heartily in the common 
Cauſe (except a few, whoſe Sufferings perhaps 
have attoned for their Miſtakes) like Men who 
are content to go about, for avoiding a Gulph or 
a Precipice, but come into the old ſtrait Road 
again as ſoon as they can. But another Temper 
had now began to prevail. For, as in the Reign 
of King Charles the Firſt, ſeveral well-meaning 
People were ready to join in reforming ſome A- 
buſes ; while others, who had deeper Deſigns, were 
ſtill calling out for a thorow Reformation, which 
ended at laſt in the Ruin of the Kingdom; ſo, 
after the late King's coming to the Throne, there 
was a reſtleſs Cry from Men of the ſame Principles, 
for a thorow Revolution, which as ſome were carry- 
ing it on, muſt have ended in the Deſtruction of 
the Monarchy and Church, 

WHAT a violent Humour hath run ever knee 
againft the Clergy, and from what Corner ſpread 
and fomented, is, I believe manifeſt to all Men. 
It looked like a ſet Quarrel againſt Chriſtianity; 
and, if we call to mind ſeveral of the Leaders, it 
mult in a great Meaſure have been actually ſo. 
: Nothing was more common in Writing and Con- 
verſation, 
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verſation, than to hear that Reverend Body charg- 
ed in groſs with what was utterly inconſiſtent : 
Defpiſed for their Poverty, hated for their Riches; 
reproached with Avarice, and taxed with Luxury ; 
_ accuſed for promoting arbitrary Power, and reſiſt- 
ing the Prerogative ; cenſured for their Pride, and 
ſcorned for their Meanneſs of Spirit. The Repre- 
ſentatives of the lower Clergy railed at for difput- 
ing the Power of the Biſhops, by the known Ab- 
horrers of Epifcopacy ; and abuſed for doing no- 
thing in the Convocations, by thoſe very Men 
who helped to bind up their Hands. The Vice, 
the Folly, the Ignorance of every ſingle Man, 
were laid upon the Character. Their Juriſdiction, 
Cenſures, and Diſcipline trampled under Foot, yet 
mighty Complaints againſt their exceſſive Power. 
The Men of Wit employed to turn the Prieſthood 
itſelf into Ridicule, In ſhort, groaning every 
where under the Weight of Poverty, Oppreſſion, 
Contempt and Obloquy. A fair Return for the 
Time and Money ſpent in their Education to fit 
them for the Service of the Altar ; and a fair En- 
couragement for worthy Men to come into the 
Church. However, it may be ſome Comfort 
for Perſons of that Holy Function, that their Di- 
vine Founder, as well as His Harbinger, met with 
the like Reception. John came neither eating nor 
drinking, and they fay he hath a Devil; the Son of 
Man 


ſmall popular States, but altogether unworthy, 
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Man came eating and drinking, and they ſay, behald 
a Glutton and a Mine- bibber, &c. 


In this deplorable State of the Clergy, nothing 
but the Hand of Providence, working by its glo- 


rious Inſtrument the QUEEN, could have been 


able to turn the People's Hearts fo ſurprizingly in 
their Favour, This Princeſs, deſtined for the 


Safety of Europe, and a Bleſſing to her Subjects, 
began her Reign with a noble Benefaction to the 
Church; and it was hoped, the Nation would 
have followed ſuch an Example; which nothing 


could have prevented, but the falſe Politicks of a 


Set of Men, who form their Maxims upon thoſe of 


every tottering Commonwealth, which is always 


ſtruggling for Life, ſubſiſting by Expedients, and 
often at the Mercy of every powerful Neighbour. 
Theſe Men take it into their Imagination, that 
Trade can never flouriſh unleſs the Country be- 
comes a common Receptacle for all Nations, Re- 
ligions, and Languages; a Syſtem only proper for 


and below the Dignity of an Imperial Crown; 
which with us is beſt upheld by a Monarch in Poſ- 
ſeffion of his juſt Prerogative, a Senate of Nobles 
and of Commons, and a Clergy eſtabliſhed in its 
due Rights with a ſuitable Maintenance by Law. 


But theſe Men come with the Spirit of 8hop keepers 


to frame Rules for the Adminiſtration of -King- 
doms ; z 
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doms; or, as if they thought the whole Art of 
Government conſiſted in the Importation of Nut. 
megs, and the Curing of Herrings. Such an Iſland 
as ours can afford enough to ſupport the Majeſty 
of a Crown, the Honour of a Nobility, and the 
Dignity of a Magiſtracy: We can encourage Arts 
and Sciences, maintain our Biſhops and Clergy ; 
and ſuffer our Gentry to live in a decent hoſpita- 
ble manner; yet till there will remain Hands 
| ſufficient for Trade and Manufactures, which do 
always indeed deſerve the beſt Encouragement, 
but not to a Degree of ſending every living Soul 
into the J/arehouſe or the MWortbouſe. 
Tunis Pedantry of Republican Politicks hath | 
done infinite Miſchief among us: To this we owe 
thoſe noble Schemes of treating Chriſtianity as a 
Syſtem of Speculative Opinions, which no Man 
ſhould be bound to believe; of making the Being 
and the Worſhip of God, a Creature of the State. 
In Conſequence of theſe, that the Teachers of Re- 
ligion ought to hold their Maintenance at Pleaſure, 
or live by the Alms and charitable Collection of 
the People; and be equally encouraged of all 
Opinions: That, they ſhould be preſcribed what 
to teach, by thoſe who are to learn from them; 
and upon Default, have a Staff and a Pair of Shoes 
left at their Door; with many other Projects of 
equal Piety, Wiſdom, and Good Nas. 
i Bur, 
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BuT, God be thanked, they and their Schemes 
are vaniſhed, and their Places ſball know them no 
more, When I think of that Inundation of A- 
theiſm, Infidelity, Profaneneſs, and Licentiouſ- 
neſs, which were like to overwhelm us; from 
what Mouths and Hearts it firſt proceeded ; and 
how the People joined with the QUEEN's En- 


_ deavours to divert this Flood; I cannot but reflect 


on that remarkable Paſſage in the Revelations, 
where the Serpent with SEVEN Heads caſt out 
of his Mouth Mater after the Meman like a Flacd, 
that he might cauſe her to be carried away of the 
Flood: But the EART H helped the Woman, and 
the Earth opened her Maquth, and ſwallnued up the 
Hud which the Dragon had caft out of his Mauth. 
For, the QE E N having changed her Miniſtry 


| ſuitahle to her own Wiſdom, and the Wiſhes of 


her Subjects, and having called a Free Parliament, 
at the ſame Time ſummoned the Convocation by 
her Royal Writ, as in all Times bad been accuſtom- 
ed : And ſoon after their Meeting, ſent. a moſt 
gracious Letter to the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
to be communicated to the Biſhops and Clergy of 
his Province; taking Notice of the looſe and pro- 
fane Principles which had been openty ſcattered 
and propagated among her Subjects: That the Con- 
ſultatians of the Clergy were particularly requiſite ta 

repreſs and prevent fuch daring Attempts, for which 


her 


ſhort mention of the ſaid Letter. This the Lower 
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her Subjefts, from all Parts of the Kingdom have 
Heron their juſt Abhorrence. She hopes, the Endea · 
vours of the Clergy, in this Reppect, will not be unſuc- 
ceſsful ; and for her Part, is ready to give them all 
fit Encouragement to proceed in the Diſpatch of ſuch 


Buſineſs as properly belongs to them; and to grant 
them Powers requiſite to carry on fo gced a Work. 


In Concluſion, carne/tly recommending to them, 10 
avoid Diſputes ; and determining to do all that in 
her lies to compoſe and extinguiſh them. 
Ir is to be hoped, that this laſt Part of her Ma- 
xſty's Letter, will be the firſt ſhe will pleaſe to 
exccute ; for, it ſeems, this very Letter created 
the firſt Diſpute. The Fact whereof was thus 
related: The Upper Houſe having formed an Ad- 
dreſs tothe QU EEN, before they received her 
Majeſty's Letter, ſent both Addreſs and Letter to- 
gether to the Lower-Houſe, with a Meſſage, ex- 
cuſing their not mentioning the Letter in the Ad- 
dreſs, - becauſe this was formed before the other was 
received. The Lower-Houſe returned them, with 
a Deſire, That an Addreſs might be formed, with 
due Regard and Acknowledgments for the Letter, 
After ſome Difficulties, the ſame Addreſs was ſent 
down again with a Clauſe inſerted, making ſome 


Houſe did not think ſufficient, and ſent back again 
with the fame Requeſt: Whereupon the Arch- 
| bdiſhop, 
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biſhop, after a ſhort Conſultation with ſome of 1s 
Brethren, immediately adjourned the Convocation 
for a Month; and no Addreſs at all was ſent to 
the QUEEN. 

I underſtand not Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs well 


enough to comment upon this Matter; but it 


ſeems to me, that all Methods of doing Service to 
the Church and Kingdom, by means of a Conve 
cation, may be at any Time eluded, if there be no 


Remedy againſt fuch an Incident. And, if this 


Proceeding be agreable to the [nſtitution, ſpiritual 
Aſſemblies muſt needs be ſtrangely contrived, very 


different from any Lay Senate yet known in the 


World. Surely from the Nature of ſuch a Synod, 
it muſt be a very unhappy Circumftance, when 


the Majority of the Biſhops draws one way, and 
that of the lower Clergy another. The latter, 1 


think, are not at this Time ſuſpected for any Prin- 
ciples bordering upon thoſe profeſſed by Enemies to 
Epiſcopacy ; and if they happen to differ from the 
greater Part of the preſent Set of Biſhops, I doubt 
it will call ſame Things to mind, that may turn 


the Scale of general Favour on the inierior Cler- 


gy's Side; who with a profound Duty to her 


Majeſty, are perfectly pleaſed with the preſent 


Turn of Afarrs. Beſides, curious People will be 
apt to enquire into the Dates of ſome Promotions ; 
to call to mind what Deſigns were. then upon the 


An- 
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Anvil; and from thence make malicious Deductians. 
Perhaps they will obſerve the manner of Voting on 
the Biſhops Bench, and compare it with what ſhall 
paſs in the Upper-Houſe of Convocation: There 
is, however, one Comfort, that under the pre- 
ſent Diſpoſitions of the Kingdom, a Diſlike to the 
Proceedings of any of their Lordſhips, even to 
the Number of a Majority, will be purely Per/mal, 
and not turned to the Diſadvantage of the Order. 
And for my Part, as Iam a true Lover of the 
Church, I had rather find the Inclinations of the 
People favourable to Epiſcepacy in general, than ſee 
a Majority of Prelates cryed up by thoſe who are 
intim Enemies to the Character. Nor, indeed, 
hath any Thing given me more Offence ſor ſeve- 
ral Years paſt, than to obſerve how ſome of that 
Bench have been careſſed by certain Perſens ; and 
ethers of them openly celebrated by the infamous 
Pens of Atheiſts, Republicans, and Fanaticks. 
Time and Mortality can only remedy theſe 
Inconveniences in the Church, which are not to 
be cured, like thoſe in the State, by a Change of 
Miniſtry. If we may gueſs the Temper of a Con- 
vocation, from the Choice of a Prolacutor, as it is 
uſual to do that of a Houſe of Commons by the 
Speaker ; we may expect great Things from that 
Reverend Bocy, who have done themſelves much 
3 by pitching upon a Gentleman of fo 
ä 
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much Piety, Wit, and Learning, for that Office ; 
and one who is fo thoroughly verſed in thoſe Parts 
of Knowledge which are proper for it. I am ſorry 
that the three Latin Speeches, delivered upon pre- 
ſenting the Prolocutor, were not made publick ; 
they might perhaps have given us ſome Light into 
the Diſpoſitions of each Houſe : And beſides, one 
of them is ſaid-to be ſo peculiar in the Style and 
Matter, as might have made up in Entertainment, 
what it wanted in /n/trud710n. | 
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Null funt occultiores infudies, quam c que latent 
in fimulatione officit, aut in aligus neceſſutudinis 
nomine. 


AE Aaitving Anſcuer is turitten in the true 

Style, — with the uſual Candeur of ſuch 
Pieces; which I have imitated 10 the beſt of my 
Still; and &:1.:1t not but the Reader 11 ul be _ 
ſatisfied with it. l 


The EXAMINER Cross examined: Or, 
A full Anfwer to the laſt EXAMINER. 


F I durſt be ſo bold with this Author, I would 
gladly ask him a familiar Queſtion ; Pray. Sir, 

[Ihe made you an Examiner? He talks in one of 
hi 
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his inſipid Papers, of eight or nine thouſand Cor- 
Fuptions, While Ve were at the Head of Affairs; 
yet, in all this Time he hath hardly produced fifty: 
Parturiunt montes, &c.---- Hor. But I ſhall con- 

fine myſelf at preſent to his laſt Paper, He tells 
us, The Queen began her Reign with a noble Bene- 
faftion to the Church. Here's Prieficraft with a 
Witneſs ; this is the conſtant Language of your 
High- Flyers, to call thoſe who are hired to teach 
the Religion of the Magi/irate, by the Name of the 
Church. But this is not all ; for in the very next 
I.ine he ſays, It was hoped the Nation would have 
followed this Example. You ſee the Fafion begins 
already to ſpeak out: This is an open Demand for 
the Abby-Lands ; this furious Zealot would have 

us Prigſt-ridden again, like our Popiſh Anceſtors : 

But, it is to be hoped, the Government will take 
timely Care to ſuppreſs ſuch audacious Attempts ; 

elſe we have ſpent ſo much Blood and Treaſure to 

very little Purpoſe, in maintaining Religion and 

Revolution. But what can we expect from a Man 

who at one Blow endeavours to ruin our Trade? 

A Country, ſays he, may flouriſh (theſe are his 

_ own Words) without being the common Receptacle 
for all Nations, Religions, and Languages, What! 

We muſt immediately baniſh or murder the Pa- 
latines ; forbid all foreign Merchants, not only the 


Exchange, but the Kingdom; perſecuie the Dil. 


VOL 1X; F ſenters 
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ſenters with Fire and Faggot ; and make it High 
Treafon to ſpeak any other Tongue but Englißb. 
In another Place he talks of a Serpent with ſeven 
Heads, which is a manifeſt Corruption of the 
Text ; for the Words ſeven Heads are not men- 
tioned in that Verſe, However, we know what 


Serpent he would mean ; a Serpent with fourteen 


Legs ; or, indeed, no Serpent at all, but ſeven great 
Men, who were the 5% Miniſters, the trugſt Pro- 
teſtants, and the moſt diſintergſted Patriats that 
ever ſerved a Prince. But nothing is ſo incon- 
ſiſtent as this Writer; I know not whether to call 
him a Vbig or a Tory, a Proteſtant or a Papiſt - 


He finds fault with Convocations ; fays, they are 


Aſſemblies ftrangely contrived ; and yet lays the 
Fault upon us, that we bound their Hands : I wiſh 


we could have bound their Tongues too; but as 


faſt as their Hands were bound, they could make 


a shift to hold their Pens, and have their Share in 
the Guiltof ruining the hopefulleſt Party and Mi- 


niſtry that ever preſcribed to a Crown. This 


captious Gentleman is angry to ſee a Majority of 


Prelates cried up by theſe who are Enemies to the 
Character; now I always thought, that the 


Conceſſions of Enemies were more to a Man's 


Advantage than the Praiſe of his Friends, 
Time and Mortality, he ſays, can ceny remedy 
theje Incenvenieucies in the Church, That is, 
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in other Words, When certain Biſhops are 


dead, we ſhall have others of our own Stamp. 
Not fo faſt : You are not yet fo ſure of your 


Game, We have already got one comfortable 


Loſs in Spain, although by a General of our own. 


For Joy of which, our Junto had a merry Meet- 


ing at the Houſe of their great Proſelyte, on the 


very Day we received the happy News. One or 


two more ſuch Blaws would, perhaps, ſet us right 
again; and then we can employ Mortality as well 
as others. He concludes with wiſhing, that thre 
Letters, ſpoke when the Prelocutor was preſented, 
were made publick. I ſuppoſe he would be con- 


tent with One, and that is more than we ſhall 


humour him to grant. However, I hope he 


will allow it poſſible to have Grace, without 
either Elquence or Latin; which is all I ſhall ſay 


to his malicious Ianuendo. 

HavinG thus, I hope, given a full ſatigfacter 
Anſwer to the Examiner laſt Paper; I ſhail now 
go on to a more important Affair; which is, to 


prove, by ſeveral undeniable Inſtances, that the 


late Miniftry, and their Abettors, were true Friends 
to the Church. It is yet, I confeſs, a Secret to 
the Clergy, wherein this Friendſhip did conſiſt. 
For Information therefore of that Reverend Body, 
that they may never forget their Benefactors, as 
well as of all others who may be equally ignorant; 
e „„ 
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I have determined to diſplay our Merits to theWorld 
upon that weighty Article. And I could wiſh, 
that what I am to ſay were to be written in Braſs, 
for an eternal Memorial ; the rather, becauſe for 
the future, the Church muſt endeavour to ſtand 
unſupported by thoſe Patrons, who expired in 
doing it their Jaff good Office, and will never riſe 
to preſerve it any more, 

Le r us therefore produce the pious 1 — 
of theſe Church- Defenders, who were its Patrons 
by their Power and Authority, as well as Orna- 
ments of it by their Exemplary Lives. 

Fir/t, ST. Paul tells us, There muſt be Hereſies 


in the Church, that the Truth may be manifeſt ; 
and therefore by due Courſe of Reaſoning, the more 


Hereſies there are, the more manifzt will the 
Truth be made. This being maturely conſidered 


by theſe Lovers of the Church, they endeavoured 


to propagate as many Hereſies as they could, that 
the Light of Truth might ſhine the clearer. 

Secondly, T o ſhew their Zeal for the Church's 
Defence, they took the Care of it intirely out of 
the Hands of God Almighty (becauſe that was a 
foreign Juriſdict ion) and made it their own Crea- 
ture, depending aitogether upon them ; and iſſued 
out their Orders to Tindal, and others, to give 
publ; ck Notice of it. 
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Thirdly, BEcause Charity is the moſt cele- 
brated of all Chriſtian Virtues, therefore they ex- 
tended theirs beyond all Bounds; and inftead of 
ſhutting the Church againſt Diſſenters, were ready 
to open it to all Comers,, and break down its 
Walls, rather than that any ſhould want room to 
enter. The Strength of a State, we know, con- 
ſiſteth in the Number of People, how different 
ſoever in their Callings ; and why ſhould not the 
Strength of a Church conſiſt in the fame, how 


; different ſoever in their Creeds ? For that Reaſon, 


they charitably attempted to aboliſh the Teſt, 
which tied up ſo many Hands from getting Em- 


ployments, in order to protect the Church. 


I xNow very well that this Attempt is ob- 
jetted to us as a Crime, by ſeveral malignant 


Tories; and denied as a Slander by many unthink- 


ing People among ourſelves, The latter are apt 
in their Defence to ask ſuch Queſtions as theſe ; 
IWas your Teft repealed ? Had we not a Majority? 
Might we not have dene it if we pleaſed? To 
which the others anſwer, You did what you could ; 


you prepared the Way, but you found a fatal Impe- 


diment from that Quarter, whence the Sanction of 


the Law muſt come; and therefore to fave your 


Credit, you condemned a Paper to be burnt which 
yourſelves had brought in. But alas! the Mit- 
carriage of that noble Project for the Safety of the 

e 1 Church, 
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Church, had another Original; the Knowledge 


whereof depends upon a Piece of ſecret Hiſtory 
that I ſhall now lay open. 

THess Church Protectors had directed a Preſ- 
byterian Preacher to draw up a Bill for repealing 
the Tet: It was accordingly done with great 
Art; and in the Preamble, ſeveral Expreſſions of 
Civility to the effabked Church; and when it 
came to the Qualifications of all thoſe who were 
to enter on any Office, the Compiler had taken 
ſpecial Care to make them large enough for all 


Chriſtians whatſoever, by tranſcribing the very 


Words (only formed into an Oath) which Qualer: 
are obliged to profefs by a former Act of Parlia- 
ment; as I ſhall here ſet them down. I A. B. 
profeſs Faith in God the Father, and in Jeſus Chriff 
his eternal Son, the true Gad; and in the Hay 
Spirit, ene God bliſſed for cvermore; and ds ac- 
Annuledge the holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſtament to be gruen by divine Inſpiration, This 
Bill was carried to the chief Leaders for theic 
Approbation, with theſe terrible Words turned 
into an Oath : What ſhould they do? Thoſe few 
among them who fancied they believed in God 
were ſure they did not believe in Chr:/?, or the 
Floly Spirit, or one Syllable of the Bible; and 
they were as ſure that every Body knew their 
Opinion in thoſe Matters, which indeed they bad 

been 
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been always too ſincere to diſguiſe ; how there- 
fore could they take ſuch an Oath as that, without 
ruining their Reputation with Tindal, Toland, 
Coward, Collins, Clenden, and all the Tribe of 
Free-Thinkers ; and ſo give a Scandal to weak Un- 
believers ? Upon this nice Point of Honour and 
Conſcience the Matter was huſhed, the Project 
for repealing the Te/ let fall, and the Sacrament 


left as the ſmaller Evil of the two. 


_ Fourth, Tres Pillars of the Church, be- 
cauſe the Harveſt was great, ard the Labourers 


few, and becauſe they would eaſe the Biſhops from 


that grievous Trouble of laying en Hands; were 
willing to allow that Power to all Men whatſo- 
ever, to prevent that terrible Con e of un- 
churching thoſe, who thought a Hand from under 
a Cloak, as effectual as from Laun-Slerues. And 
zndeed, what could more contribute to the Ad- 
vancement of true Religion, than a Bill of Ge- 
neral Naturalization for Prieſthood ? 

Fifthly, In order to fix Religion in the Minds 
of Men, becauſe Truth never appears ſo fair as 
when confronted with Falſhood ; they directed 
Books to be Publiſhed, that denied the Being of 


of a God, the Divinity of the Second and Third 
| Porſon, the Truth of all Revelation, and the 


Immortality of the Soul, To this we owe that 
great Senſe of Religion, that Reſpect and Kind- 
F 4 neſs 


— "IEC ST 


104. The EXAMINER. 

neſs to the Clergy, and that true Love of Virtue 
ſo manifeſt of late Years among the Youth of 
our Nation, Nor could any Thing be more 


Diſcreet, than to leave the Merits of each Cauſe 


to ſuch wiſe impartial Judges, who might other- 
wiſe fall under the Slavery of believing by Educa- 


tion and Prejudice. 


Sixthhy, BEC AusE nothing ſo much diſtracts 


the Thaughts, as too great Variety of Subjects; 


thereſote they had kindly prepared a Bill, to pre- 
ſeribe the Clergy what Subjects they ſhould Preach 
upon, and in what Manner, that they might be 


at no Loſs; and this, no doubt, was a proper 


Work for ſuch Hands, ſo thoroughly verſed in 
the Theory and Practice of all Chriſtian Duties. 
Seventhly, T o fave Trouble and Expence to 
the Clergy, they contrived that Convacations ſhould 
meet as ſeldom as poſſible; and when they were 
ſuffered to aſſemble, would never allow them to 


meddle with any Buſineſs, becauſe they faid, the 


Office of a Clergyman was enough to take up 


the whole Man. For the fame Reaſon they were 


very deſirous to excuſe the Biſhops from fitting in 
Parliament, that they might be at more Leiſure 
to ſtay at Home and look after the Clergy. 

I sHALL mention at preſent but one more In- 


ſtance of their pious Zeal for the Church. They 


had ſomewhere heard the Maxim, that Sanguis 


Martyrum 
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Martyrum eft Semen Eccleſie ; therefore, in order 
to ſow this Seed, they began with Impeaching a 
Clergyman : And that it might be a true Martyr. 
dom in every Circumſtance, they proceeded as 
much as poſſible againſt common Law; which 
the /onge Robe Part of the Managers knew was 
in a hundred Inſtances directly contrary to all 
their Poſitions, and were ſufficiently warned of it 
befire-hand ; but their Love of the Church pre- 
vailed. Neither was this Impeachment an Af- 
fair taken up on a ſudden. For, a certain great 
Perſon, (whoſe Character hath been lately Pub- 
| liſhed by ſome ſtupid and lying Writer) who very 
much diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his Zeal in for- 
warding this Impeachment, had ſeveral Years ago 
endeavoured to perſuade the late King to give 
way to juſt ſuch another Attempt. He told his 
Majeſty, there was a certain Clergyman preached 
very dangerous Sermons, and that the only Way 
to put a Stop to ſuch Inſolence, was to Impeach 
him in Parliament. The King enquired the 
Character of the Man; O Sir, faid my Lord, 
the maſi violent, hat, poſitive Fellow in England; 
fo extreamly wilful, that I believe he would be hearti- 
ly glad to be a Martyr. The King anſwered, 7s 
it ſo? Then I am reſolved to diſappoint him; and 
would never hear more of the Matter ; by which 
that hopeful Project unhappily miicacried. 
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I HAvE hitherto confined myſelf to thoſe En- 
deavours for the good of the Church, which were 
common to all the Leaders and Principal Men of 

Our Party ; but if my Paper were not drawing 
towards an End, I could produce ſeveral Inſtances 
of particular Perſons, who by their exemplary 
Lives and Actions have confirmed the Character 
ſo juſtly due to the whole Body. I ſhall at pre- 
ſent mention only two, and illuſtrate the Merits 
of each by a Matter of Fact. 
Tr worthy Patriot and true Lover of the 
Church, whom a late Examiner is ſuppoſed to 
reflect on under the Name of Verres, felt a pious 
Impulſe to be a Benefactor to the Cathedral of 
Gloucefter ; but how to do it in the moſt decent, 
generous Manner, was the Queſtion. At laſt he 
thought of an Expedient: One Morning or 
Night he ftole into the Church, mounted upon ö 
the Altar, and there did that which in cleanly : 
Phraſe is called disburthening of Nature: He was ö 
diſcovered, proſecuted, and condemned to pay a 
thouſand Ponds ; which Sum was all employed to 
fupport the Church, as no doubt the Bengfactor 
i i meant it. 
i} ' THERE is another Perſon whom the fame 
I! Writer is thought to point at under the Name 
of Will Bigamy. This Gentleman knowing that 
Marriage Fees were a conſiderable Perquiſite to 
the 
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the Clergy, found out a Way of improving them 
Cent. per Cent. for the good of the Church. His 
Invention was to marry a ſecond Wife while the 
firſt was alive; convincing her of the Lawfulneſs 
by ſuch Arguments, as he did not doubt would 
make others follow the ſame Example : Theſe he 
had drawn up in Writing with Intention to pub- 
liſh for the general Good; and it is hoped he may 
now have Leiſure to finiſh them. 
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Bellum ita fuſcipiatur, ut nihil aliud niſi Pax 


AM ſatisfied, that no reaſonable Man of 
1 either Party, can juſtly be offended at any 
Thing I ſaid in one of my Papers relating to the 
Army : From the Maxims I there laid down, 
perhaps many Perſons may conclude, that I had 
2 mind the World ſhould think, there had been 
Occaſion given by ſome late Abuſes among Men 
of that Calling ; and they conclude right. For my 
Intention is, that my Hints may be underſtood, 

| and 
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and my Quotations and Allegories applied; and 


I am in ſome Pain to think that in the Orcades 
on one Side, and the Veſtern Coaſts of Ireland on 
the other, the Examiner may want a Key in ſeve- 
ral Parts, which I wiſh I could furniſh them with. 
As for the French King, I am under no concern 
at all; I hear he hath left off reading my Papers, 
and by what he hath found in them, diſlikes our 
Proceedings more than ever ; and intends either 
to make great Additions to his Armies, or pro- 
poſe new Terms for a Peace: So falſe is that 


which is commonly reported, of his mighty Satiſ- 


faction in our Change of Miniſtry : and I think 


it clear that his late Letter of Thanks to the To- 


ries of Great- Britain, muſt either have been ex- 
torted from him againſt his Judgment; or was a 
Caſt of his Politicks to ſet the People againſt the 
preſent Miniſtry; wherein it hath wonderfully 
ſucceeded, 

Bur, although I have never heard, or never 


regarded any Objections made againſt that Paper, 


which mentions the Army; yet I intended this 
as a Sort of Apology for it. And firſt J declare, 
(becauſe we live in a miſtaking World) that in 


hinting at ſome Proceedings, wherein a few Per- 


ſons are ſaid to be concerned, I did not intend to 


charge them upon the Body of the Army. I 


have too much deteſted that barbarous Injuſtice 
5 among 
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among the Writers of a late Party, to be ever 


guilty of it my ſelf ; I mean the accuſing Socie- 
ties for the Crimes of a few. On the other Side, 
I muſt take Leave to believe, that Armies are 
no more exempt from Corruptions than other 
Numbers of Men. The Maxims propoſed were 
occaſionally introduced by the Report of certain 
Facts, which I am bound to believe are true, be- 
cauſe I am ſure, conſidering what hath paſled, 
it would be a Crime to think otherwiſe, All 


| Poſts in the Army, all Employments at Court, 


and many others, are (or ought to be) given and 
reſumed at the meer Pleaſure of the Prince ; yet 
when I fee a great Officer broke, a Change 
made in the Court, or the Miniſtry, and this 
under the moſt juſt and gracious Princeſs that 
ever reigned ; I muſt naturally conclude it is done 
upon prudent Conſiderations, and for ſome great 
Demerit in the Sufferers. But then, is not the 


Puniſhment ſufficient ? Is it Generous or Chari- 


table to trample on the Unfortunate, and expoſe 
their Faults to the World in the ſtrongeſt Co- 
lours? And would it not ſuit better with Mag- 
nanimity, as well as common Good Nature, to 
leave them at quiet to their own Thoughts and 
Repentance ? Yes, without Queſtion, provided 
it could be ſo contrived, that their very Names, 
as well as Actions, might be forgotten for ever: 
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Such an Act of Oblivion would be for the Honour 
of our Nation, and beget a better Opinion of us 
with Poſterity; and then I might have ſpared 
the World and my ſelf the Trouble of Examining. 
But, at preſent, there is a cruel Dilemma in the 
Caſe : The Friends and Abettors of the late Mi- 
niſtry are every Day publiſhing their Praiſes to 
the World, and caſting Reflections upon the pre- 
ſent Perſons in Power. This is ſo barefaced an 
Aſperſion upon the Queen, that I know not how 
any good Subject can with Patience endure it, al- 
though he were ever fo indifferent with regard 
to the Opinions in Diſpute. Shall they who have 
loft all Power and Love of the People, be allow- 
ed to ſcatter their Poiſon ; and ſhall not thoſe, 
who are, at leaſt, of the ſtrongeſt Side, be ſuffer 
ed to bring an Antidote? And how can we un- 
deceive the deluded Remainder, but by letting 
them ſee, that thoſe diſcarded Stateſmen were juſt- 
ly laid aſide; and producing as many Inſtanees to 

prove it as we can? Not from any perſonal Ha- 
tred to them, but in Juſtification to the beſt 
of Queens. The many Scurrilities I have heard 


and read apainſt this poor Paper of mine, are in 


fuch a Strain, that confidering the preſent State 
of Affairs, they look like a Jeſt. They uſually run 


| after the following Manner: What ? Shall this 


inſelent Writer prefume to cenſure the late Miniſtry, 
the 


112 The EXAMINER. 


the ableſt, the moſt faithful, and trueft Lovers of 


their Country, and its Conflitution, that ever ſerv- 
ed a Prince? Shall he reflect on the beſt Houſe of 
Cammuons that ever ſute within theſe M all.? * 
nat the Queen changed both for a Miniſtry and Par- 
liament of Jacobites and High. flyers, who are ſell- 
ing us to France, and bringing over the Pretender ? 
T his is the very Sum and Force of all their Rea- 
ſonings, and this their Method of complaining a- 


gainſt the Examiner, In them it is humble and loy- 


al to reflect upon the Queen, and the Miniſtry 


and Parliament ſhe hath choſen with the univer- 


fal Applauſe of her People: In U it is inſolent 
to defend her Majeſty and her Choice ; or to an- 
ſwer their Objections, by ſhewing the Reaſons 
why thoſe Changes were neceſlary. 
THE ſame Style hath been uſed in the late Caſe 
concerning ſome Gentlemen in the Army : Such 
a Clamour was raiſed by a Set of Men, who had 
the Boldneſs to tax the Adminiſtration with Cru- 
elty and Injuſtice, that I thought it neceſſary to 


interfere a little, by ſnewing the ill Conſequences 


that might ariſe from ſome Proceedings, although 


without Application to particular Perſons. And 


what do they offer in Anſwer ? Nothing but a 


few poor common Places againſt Calumny and In- 
formers ; which might have been full as juſt and 
ſeaſonable 


. 
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ſeaſonable in a Plot againſt the ſacred Perſon of 


the Queen. 
Bor, by the Way; why are theſe idle People 
ſo indiſcreet to name thoſe two Vords, which af- 
ford Occaſion of laying open to the World ſuch 


an infamous Scene of Subornation and Perjury, as 
well as Catlumny and Informing, as I believe is 


without Example: When a whole Cabal attempt- 
ed an Atom, wherein a * condemned Criminal re- 


fuſed to join with them for the Reward of his Life ? 


Not that I difapprove their Sagacity, who could 
ſoretel ſo long before, by what Hand they ſhould 
one Day fall; and therefore thought any Means 
_ juſtifiable by which they might prevent it. 

Bur waving this at preſent ; it muſt be own- 
ed in Juſtice to the Army, that thoſe Violences 
did not proceed fo far among them as ſome have 
believed; nor ought the Madneſs of a Fw to be 
laid at their Doors. For the reſt, I am fo far 
from denying the due Praiſes to thoſe victorious 
Troops, who did their Part in procuring fo many 
Victories for the Allies; that I could wiſh every 


Officer and private Soldier had their full Share of 


Honour in Proportion to their Deſerts; being 
thus far of the Athenian's Mind, who when it 


was propoſed that the Statue of Miltiades ſhould 


* Greg. 


be g 
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be ſet up alone in ſome publick Place of the City; 
faid, they would agree to it, whenever he con- 
quered alme, but not before. Neither do I at all 
blame the Officers of the Army, for preferring in 
their Hearts the late Miniſtry before the preſent ; 
or, if wiſhing alone could be of any Uſe, to wiſh 
their Continuance ; becauſe then they might be 
fecure of the War's Continuance too: Whereas, 
fince Aﬀairs have been put into other Hands, they 
may perhaps lie under ſome Apprehenſions of a 
Peace; which no Army, eſpecially in a Courſe 
of Succeſs, was ever inclined to; and which all 
wiſe States have in ſuch a Juncture, chiefly en- 
deavoured. This is a Point wherein the Civil 
and Military Politicks have always diſagreed. 
And for that Reaſon, I affirmed it neceſſary in 
all free Governments, that the latter ſhould be ab- 
ſolutely in Subjection to the former; otherwiſe, 
one of theſe two Inconveniencies muſt ariſe; either 
to be perpetually in War, or to turn the Civil In- 
ſtitution into a Military. 

I am ready to allow all that hath been ſaid of 
the Valour and Experience of our Troops, who 
have fully contributed their Part to the great Suc- 
ceſſes abroad; nor is it their Fault, that thoſe im- 
portant Viftories had no better Conſequences at 
home, although it may be their Advantage. War 

is their Trade and Buſineſs: To improve and 
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cultivate the Advantages of Succeſs, is an Affair 
of the Cabinet; and the Neglect of this, whether 
proceeding from Weakneſs or Corruption, ac- 
cording to the uſual Uncertainty of Wars, may 
be of the moſt fatal Conſequence to a Nation. 
For, pray let me repreſent our Condition in ſuch 
2 Light, as I believe both Parties will allow, al- 
though perhaps not the Conſequences I ſhall de- 
duce from it. We have been for above nine Years 
bleſt with a QE EN, who, beſides all Virtues 
that can enter into the Compoſition of a private 
Perſon, poſſeſſeth every regal Quality that can 
contribute to make a People happy : Of great 
Wiſdom, yet ready to receive the Advice of her 
Counſellors : Of much Difcernment in chuſing 
proper Inſtruments. when ſhe follows her own 
Judgment; and only capable of being deceived 
by that Exceſs of Goodneſs, which makes her 
judge of others by herſelf : Frugal in her Ma- 
nagement, in order to contribute to the Publick, 
which in proportion ſhe doth, and that volunta- 

rily, beyond any of her gubjects; but from her 
own Nature, generous and charitable to all who 
want of deſerve ; and in order to exerciſe thoſe 
Virtues, denying herſelf all Entertainments of 
Expence, which many others enjoy. Then, if 
we look abroad, at leaſt in Flanders, our Arms 
have been crowned with perpetual Succeſs in Bat- 
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tles and Sieges ; not to mention ſeveral fortunate 
Actions in Spain. Theſe Facts being thus ſtated, 
which none can deny ; it is natural to ask, how 
we have improved ſuch Advantages, and to what 
Account they have turned? I ſhall uſe no diſ- 
couraging Terms. When a Patient grows daily 
worſe by the tampering of Mountebanks, there is 
nothing left but to call in the beſt Phyſicians be- 
fore the Caſe grows deſperate. But I would ask 
whether France, or any other Kingdom, would 
have made ſo little Uſe of ſuch prodigious Oppor- 
runities ; the Fruits whereof could never have 
fallen to the Ground, without the extreameſt 
Degree of Folly and Corruption , and where thoſe 
have lain, let the World judge. Inftead of aim- 
ing at Peace while we had the Advantage of the 
War, which hath been the perpetual Maxim of 
all wiſe States, it hath been reckoned factious and 
malignant even to expreſs our Wiſhes for it ; and 
RR to 
any Prince who had an Inch of Ground to diſ- 
pute: Quæ enim oft conditis pacis, in qua ei, cum 
guo pacem facias, nihil cancadi poteſt ? 

Ir is not obvious to conceive what could move 
Men who fate at Home, and were called to con- 
ſult upon the Good of the Kingdom, to be fo ut- 
terly averſe from putting an End to a long expen- 
* War, which * victorious, as well as con- 


— 
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quered Side, were heartily weary of. Few or 
none of them were Men of the Sword; they had 
no ſhare in the Honour ; they had made large 
Fortunes, and were at the Head of all Affairs. But, 
they well knew by what Tenure they held their 
Power; that the Queen ſaw through their Deſigns; 
that they had entirely loſt the Hearts of the Clergy ; 
that the Landed Men were againſt them ; that 
they were deteſted by the Body of the People ; and 
that nothing bore them up but their Credit with 
the Bank and other Stocks, which would be neither 
formidable nor neceſſary when the War was at an 
End. For theſe Reaſons they reſolved to diſappoint 
all Overtures of a Peace, until they and their Party 
ſhould be ſo deeply rooted as to make it impoſſible 
to ſhake them. To this End they began to preci- 
pitate Matters ſo faſt, as in a little Time muſt have 
ruined the Conſtitution, if the Crown had not 
' interpoſed, and rather ventured the accidental Ef- 
fects of their Malice, than ſuch dreadful Conſe- 
quences of their Power. And indeed, if the for- 
mer Dangers had been greater than ſome hoped or 
feared, I ſee no Difficulty in the Choice ; which 
was the ſame with his, who ſaid, he had rather be 
devoured by Molves than by Rats. I therefore ſtill 
inſiſt, that we cannot wonder at or find Fault with 
the Army, for concurring with a Miniſtry who 
was for prolonging the War. The Inclination is 

| natural 
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natural in them all; pardonable in thoſe who 
have not yet made their Fortunes, and is lawful 
in the reſt, as Love of Power or Love of Money 
can make it. But as natural, as pardonable, 
and as lawful as this Inclination is, when it is not 
under Check of the Civil Power, or when a cor- 
rupt Miniſtry joins in giving it too great a Scope; 


Ruin and Slavery to a State. 

AFTER I had finiſhed this Paper, the Printer 
ſent me two ſmall Pamphlets, called, The Manage- 
ment of the War, written with fome Plauſibility, 
much Artifice, and Abundance of Miſrepreſen- 


tations, as well as direct Falſhoods in Point of 


Fact. Theſe I have thought worth Examining, 
which I ſhall accordingly do when I find an Op- 
portunity. 


THE 


the Conſequence can be nothing lefs than infallible 
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NUMBER XXIV. 


Parva momenta in ſpem metumg; impellunt animss. 


W Y OPES are natural to moſt Men, eſpe- 

cially to ſanguine Complexions ; and a- 
mong the various Changes that happen in the 
Courſe of publick Affairs, they are ſeldom with- 


out ſome Grounds : Even in deſperate Caſes, 


where it is impoſſible they ſhould have any Foun- 


dation, they are often affected to keep a Coun- 


tenance, and make an Enemy think we have 
ſome Reſource which they knew nothing of. 
This appears to have been for ſeveral Months paſt 
the Condition of thoſe People, whom I am forced 


for want of other Phraſes, to call the Rained 


Party. 
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Party. They have taken up fince their Fall, 
ſome real and ſome pretended Hopes. When 
the Earl of Sunderland was diſcarded, they hoped 
Her Majeſty would proceed no farther in the 
Change of Her Miniſtry ; and had the Inſolence 


to Me repreſent Her Words to Foreign States. 


They hoped no Body durſt adviſe the Diſſolution 
of the Parliament : W hen this was done, and further 
Alterations made at Court, they hoped and endea- 
voured to ruin the Credit of the Nation. They 
likewiſe hoped that we ſhou!d have ſome terrible 
- Loſs Abroad, which would force us to unravel 
all, and begin again upon their Bottom. But, 
of all their Hopes, whether real or afſumed, there 
is none more extraordinary than that which they 
now would ſeem to place their whole Confidence 


in: That this great Turn of Affairs was only 


occaſioned by a ſhort Madneſs of the People, from 
which they will recover in a little Time, when 
their Eyes are open, and they grow cool and 


. ſober enough to conſider the Truth of Things, 


and how much they have been deceived, It is 
not improbable, that ſome few of the deepeſt 
ſighted among theſe Reaſoners, are well enough. 
convinced how vain all ſuch Hopes muſt be: But 
for the reſt, the wiſeſt of them ſeem to have been 
very ill Judges of the People's Diſpoſitions, the 
Want of which Knowledge was a principal Oc- 


caſion 
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caſion to haſten their Ruin: For ſurely had they 


ſuſpected which Way the popular Current in- 


clined, they never would have run againſt it by 
that Impeachment. I therefore conclude, they ge- 
nerally are ſo blind, as to imagine ſome Comfort 
from this fantaſtical Opinion, that the People of 
England are at preſent diſtracted, but will ſhort- 
ly come to their Senſes again. 

For the Service therefore of our Adverſaries 
and Friends, I ſhall briefly Examine this Point, 
by ſhewing what are the Cauſes and Symptoms 


of a People's Madneſs; and how it differs from 


their natural Bent and Inclination. 

Ir is Macbiavels Obſervation, that the People, 
when left to their own Judgment, do ſeldom 
miſtake their true Intereſts ; and indeed they na- 
turally love the Conſtitution they are born under; 
never deſiring to change but under great Oppreſ.. 
ſions. However, they are to be deceived by ſe- 


| veral Means. It hath often happened in Greece, 


and ſometimes in Rome, that thoſe very Men 


| who have contributed to ſhake off a former Ty- 


ranny, have inſtead of reſtoring the old Conſti- 
tution, deluded the People into a worſe and more 
ignominious Slavery, Belides, all great Changes 
have the ſame Effect upon Commonwealths that 
Thunder hath upon Liquors ; making the Dreg, 


fly up to the Top: The loweſt Plebeians riſe to 
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a great Depravity of Manners, and a weak or 
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the Head of Affairs, and there preſerve them- 
ſelves by repreſenting the Nobles and other Friends 


to the old Government, as Enemies to the Pub- 


lick. The encouraging of new Myſteries and 
new Deities, with the Pretences of further Purity 


in Religion, hath likewiſe been a frequent To- 


pick to millead the People. And, not to mens» 


tion more, the promoting falſe Reports of Dan- 
gers from Abroad, hath often ſerved to prevent 
them from fencing againſt real Dangers at Home, 
By theſe and the like Arts, in Conjunction with 


corrupt Adminiſtration, the Madneſs of the Pea- 
ple hath riſen to ſuch a Height, as to break in 
Pieces the whole Frame of the beſt inſtituted 


| Governments. But however, ſuch great Frenzies 
being artificially raiſed, are a perfect Force and 


Conſtraint upon human Nature; and under a 
wiſe teddy Prince, will certainly decline of them- 


ſelves ; ſettling like the Seas after a Storm ; and 
then the true Bent and Genius of the People will 


appear. Ancient and Modern Story are full of 
Inftances to illuſtrate what I ay, In our own 
Iſland we had a great Example of a long Madneſs 
in the People, kept up by a thouſand Artifices 


like 'intoxicating Medicines, until the Conftitu- 
—— z yet the Malignity being ſpent, 


ind the Thumdur exhanficd that ſer ved to foment 
it; 


Recovery from an old One. Neither do I ſee 
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it; before the Uſurpers could fix upon a new 
Scheme, the People ſuddenly recovered, and 

y reſtored the old Conſtitution. 
_ From what I have offered, it will be eaſy to 
decide, whether this late Change in the Diſpoſi- 
tions of the People were a new Madneſs, or a 


how it can be proved that ſuch a Change had in 
any Circumſtance the leaſt Symptoms of Mad- 
neſs, whether my Deſcription of it be right or 
no. It is agreed, that the trueſt Way of judging 
the Diſpoſitions of the People in the Choice of 
their Repreſentatives, is by computing the County 
Elections; and in theſe it is manifeſt, that five 
in ſix are entirely for the preſent Meaſures ; al- 


though the Court were fo far from interpoſing 


its Credit, that there was no Change in the Ad- 
miralty, nor above one or two in the Lieutenan. 
cy; nor any other Methods uſed to influence 
Elections. The free unextorted Addreſſes ſent 
ſome Time before from every Part of the King- 


dom, plainly ſhewed what Sort of Bent the Peo- 


ple had taken, and from what Motives. The 
Election of Members ſor this great City, carried 


contrary to all Conjecture againſt the united In- 


tereſt of thoſe two great Bodies, the Bank and 


4 aft- India Company, was another convincing Ar- 
ment. Beſides, the bigs themſelves have al- 
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ways confeſſed, that the Bulk of Landed Men in 
England was generally of Tories. So that this 


Change muſt be allowed to be according to the 


natural Genius and Diſpoſition of the People; 
whether it were juſt and reaſonable in itſelf or 


no. 


NoTwITHSTANDING all which, you ſhall 
frequently hear the Partiſans of the late Men in 


Power, gravely and deciſively pronounce, that 


the preſent Miniſtry cannot poſſibly ſtand. Now, 
they who affirm this, if they believe themſelves, 
muſt ground their Opinion upon the Iniquity of 
the Ia being fo far eftabliſhed, and deeply rooted, 


that no Endeavours of honeſt Men will be able 


to reſtore Things to their former State. Or elſe 


theſe Reaſoners have been ſo miſled by twenty 


Years Miſmanagement, that they have forgot our 


Conſtitution, and talk as if our Monarchy and 


Revolution began together. But, the Body of 
the People is wiſer; and by the Choice they have 


made, ſhew they do underſtand our Conſtitution, 
and would bring it back to the old Form; which 


if the new Miniſters take care to maintain, they 
will and ought to ſtand; otherwiſe they may fall 
like their Predeceſſors. But I think, we may 
eaſily foreſee what a Parliament freely choſen, 
without Threatning or Corruption, is likely to 
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: do, when no Man ſhall be in any Danger to loſe 
> his Place by the Freedom of his Voice. 

Bur, who are thoſe Advancers of this Opi- 

4 nion, that the preſent Miniftry cannot hold ? It 

muſt be either ſuch as are afraid to be called to 


BY an Account, in caſe it ſhould hold ; or thoſe who 
n keep Offices, from which others, better qualified, 
at were removed; and may reaſonably apprehend to 
v, be turned out, for worthier Men to come into 
8, their Places; ſince perhaps it will be neceſſary to 
of make ſome Changes, that the publick Buſineſs of 
d, the Nation may go on: Or laſtly, Stock-Fobbers, 
ble who induſtriouſly ſpread ſuch Reports, that Ac- 
Ie tions may fall, and their Friends buy to Ad- 
ity Vantage. | 
dur : YET theſe Hopes, thus freely expreſſed, as 
and they are more ſincere, ſo they are more ſupport- 
able, than when they appear under the Diſguiſe 
ave. and Pretence of Fears. Some of theſe Gentle- 
on, men are employed to ſhake their Heads in proper 
üch Companies; to doubt where all this will end; 
they do be in mighty Pain for the Nation; to ſhew 
fall how impoſſible it is, that the publick Credit can 
may be ſupported: To pray that all may do well in 
en, whatever Hands; but very much to doubt that 
y to the Pretender is at the Bottom. I know not any 


Thing fo nearly reſembling this Behaviour, as 
what I have often ſeen among the Friends of a 


G 3 Sick 
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Sick Man, whoſe Intereſt it is that he ſhould die : 
The Phyſicians proteſt they ſee no Danger; the 


Symptoms are good, the Medicines anſwer Ex- 


pectation; yet till they are not to be Comforted ; 
they whiſper, he is a gone Man; it is not 
poflible he ſhould hold out; he hath perfet Death 
in his Face; they never liked this Doctor: At 
laſt the Patient recovers, and their Joy is as falſe 
as their Grief. 

I xELIEVE there is no Man fo Sanguine, whe 
did not apprehend ſome ill Conſequences from the 
late Change, although not in any Proportion to 
the good Ones: But it is manifeſt, the Former 


have proved much fewer and lighter than were 


expected, either at Home or Abroad, by the 
Fears of our Friends, or the Hopes of our Ene- 
mies. Thoſe Remedies that ſtir the Humours in 
a diſeaſed Body, are at firſt more painful than the 
Malady itſelf; yet certain Death is the Conſe 
quence of deferring to remove them too long. 
Actions have fallen, and the Loans are faid to 


come in ſlowly, But beſide, that ſomething of 


this muſt have been, whether there had been 
any Change or no ; beſide, that the Surprize of 
every Change, for the better as well as the worſe, 
is apt to affect Credit for a while; there is a 
| farther Reaſon, which is plain and ſcandalous. 
When the Jate Party was at the Helm, thoſe 

whe 
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who were called the Tories, never put their 
Reſentments in Ballance with the Safety of the 
Nation ; but chearfully contributed to the Com- 
mon Cauſe, Now the Scene is changed, the 
fallen Party ſeems to act from very different 
Motives : They have given the Word about ; 
they will keep their Money and be paſſive ; 
and in this Point ſtand upon the ſame Foot 
- with Papiſts and Nonjurors. What would have 
become of the Publick, if the preſent great 
Majority had acted thus, during the late Ad- 
miniſtration? Had acted thus, before the others 
were Maſters of that Wealth they have ſqueez- 
ed out of the Landed Men, and with the 


Strength of that, would now hold the Kingdom 


at Defiance? 


Tuus much I have thought fit to ſay, 


without pointing Reflections upon any particu- 
lar Perſon; which I have hitherto but ſpar- 
ingly done, and that only towards thoſe whoſe 
Characters are too profligate, that the Manag- 
ing of them ſhould be of any Conſequence: 
Beſides, as it is a Talent I am not naturally 
found of, ſo, in the Subjects I treat, it is ge- 
nerally needleſs, If I diſplay the Effects of 
Avarice and Ambition, of Bribery and Corrup- 
tion, of groſs Immorality and Irreligion ; thoſe 
who are the leaſt converſant in Things, will 
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eaſily know where to apply them, Not that 
I lay any Weight upon the Objeftions of ſuch 
who charge me with this Proceeding : It is no- 
torious enough that the Writers on the other 
Side were the firſt Aggreſſors. Not to men- 
tion their ſcurrilous Libels many Years ago, 
directly levelled at particular Perſons ; how many 
Papers do now come out every Week, full of 
rude Invectives againſt the preſent Miniſtry, with 
the firſt and laſt Letters of their Names to 
prevent Miſtakes? It is good ſometimes. to let 
theſe People ſee, that we neither want Spirit 
nor Materials to retaliate ; and therefore in this 
Point alone I ſhall follow their Example, when- 
ever I find myſelf ſufficiently provoked ; only 
with one Addition, that whatever Charges I 
bring, either general or particular, ſhall be re- 
ligiouſly true, either upon avowed Facts which 
none can deny, or ſuch as I can prove from mw 
own Knowledge. 

BEIN G reſolved publickly to confeſs any 
Miſtakes 1 have been guilty of ; I do here 
humbly deſire the Readers 1 ſor one of 
mighty Importance, about a Fact in one of my 
Papers, ſaid to be done in the Cathedral of 
Glouceſter, A whole Fhdra of Errors in two 
Words: For as I am ſince informed, it was 

neither 
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neither in the Cathedral, nor City, nor Coun- 
ty of Glouceſter, but ſome other Church of that 
Dioceſe. If I had ever met any other Ob- 
jection of equal Weight, although from the 
meaneſt Hands, I ſhould certainly have anſwer- 
ed it, | 
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Summiſſa quedam voce tollecuti ſunt ; quorum ſum- 
ma erat de dominatione fibi confirmanda, ac ini- 
micis delendis conjuratio. 


O T many Days ago I obſerved a Knot ef 
diſcontented Gentlemen curſing the Tories 
to Hell for their Uncharitableneſs, in affirming, 
that if the late Miniſtry had continued to this 
Time, we ſhould have had neither Church nor 
Monarchy left. They are uſually fo candid as to 
call that the Opinion of a Party, which they hear 
in a Coffee-houſe, or over a Bottle from ſome 
5 warm 
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8 whom it is odds but they 
have provoked tv ſay more than they believed, 
by ſome Poſitions as abſurd and ridiculous of their 
own. And ſo it proved in this very Inſtance : 
For, asking one of theſe Gentlemen, what it was 
that provoked thoſe he had been diſputing with, 
to advance ſuch a Paradox? He aſſured me in a 
very calm Manner, it was nothing in the World, 
but that himſelf and ſome others of the Company 
had made it appear, that the Deſign of the pre- 
ſent Parliament and Miniſtry was to bring in Po- 
ery, Arbitrary Power, and the Pretender : Which 
I take to be an Opinion fifty Times more impro- 
bable, as well as more uncharitable, than what is 
charged upon the /Yhigs : Becauſe I defy our Ad- 
verſaries to produce one ſingle Reaſon for ſuſpect- 
ing ſuch Deſigns in the Perſons now at the Helm; 

whereas I can, upon Demand, produce twenty 
to ſhew, that ſome late Men had ſtrong Views 


towards a Commonwealth, and the Alteration of 


the Church. 

IT is natural indeed, when a | om is over, 
that hath only untiled our Houſes, and blown 
down Tome of our Chimnies ; to confider what 
further Miſchiefs might how enſued, if it had 
lafted longer. However, in the preſent Caſe, 1 
am not of the Opinion above-mentioned ; I be- 
lieve the Church and State might have laſted ſome- 

What 
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what langer, although the late Enemies to both had 
done their worſt : I can hardly conceive how 
Things would have been ſo ſoon ripe for a new 
Revolution, I am convinced, that if they had 
offered to make ſuch large and ſudden Strides, it 
muſt have come to Blows ; and, according to tite 
Computation we have now Reaſon to think a 
right one, I can partly gueſs what would have been 
the Iſſue, Beſides, we are ſure the Queen would 


have interpoſed before they came to Extremities; 


and as little 3s they regarded the Regal Authority, 
would have been a Check in their Career, 

Bur inſtead of this Queſtion ; What would 
have been the Conſequence if the late Miniſtry 
had continued? I will propoſe another, which 


will be more uſeful for us to conſider ; and that is, 


What we may reaſonably expect They will do, if 
ever they come into Pawer again? This, we know, 
is the Deſign and Endeavour of all thoſe Scrib- 
bles which daily fly about in their Favour ; of all 
the falſe, inſolent, and ſcandalous Libels againſt 
the preſent Admini ſtration; and of all thoſe En- 
gines ſet at work to ſink the Actions, and blow 
up the publick Credit. As for thoſe who ſhew 
their Inclinations by writing, there is one Conſi - 
deration, which I wonder doth not ſometimes affect 
them : For, how can they forbear having a gcod 
Opinion of the Gentlenels and Innocence of thoſe, 

who 
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who permit them to employ their Pens as they 
do? It puts me in mind of an inſolent pragmati- 
cal Orator ſomewhere in Greece, who railing 
with great Freedom at the chief Men in the 
State; was anſwered by one who had been very 
inſtrumental in recovering the Liberty of the Ci- 
ty; That he thanked the Gods, they had now ar- 

rived to the Condition he ahuays wiſhed them; 
when every Man in that City might ſecurely ſay 
what he pleaſed. I wiſh theſe Gentlemen would 
however compare the Liberty they take, with 
what their Maſters uſed to give: How many 
Meſſengers and Warrants would have gone out 
againſt any who durſt have opened their Lips, or 
drawn their Pens, againſt the Perſons and Pro- 
ceedings of their Funto's and Cabals? How would 
their weekly Writers have been calling out fer 
Proſecution and Puniſhment ? We remember when 
a peor Nick-name, borrowed from an old Play 
of Ben Johnſon, and mentioned in a Sermon with- 
out any particular Application ; was made uſe of 
as a. Motive to ſpur on an Impeachment. But 
after all it muſt be confeſt, they had Reaſons to 
be thus ſevere, which their Succeſſors have not: 
Their Faults would never endure the Light; and 
to have expoſed them ſooner, would have raiſed 
the Kingdom againſt the Actors, before the pro- 
per Time, — 
Ber, 
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Bur, to come to the Subject I have now un- 
dertaken ; which is to examine what the Conſe- 
quences would be, upon Suppoſition that the big: 
were now reſtored to their Power. I already 
imagine the preſent free Parliament diſſolved, and 
another of a different Epithet met, by the Force 


a Dozen or two ſtinging Votes againſt the Proceed- 
ings of the late Miniſtry. The * Bill now to be 
repealed would then be re- enacted, and the Birth- 
right of an Engliſbman reduced again to the Value 
of Twelve · pence. But, to give the Reader a 
ſtronger Imagination of ſuch a Scene, let me 
preſent the Deſigns of ſome Men, lately endea- 


voured and projected, in the Form of a Paper of 


Votes. 


Ordered, That a Bill be brought in fir repealing 


the Sacramental Teſt. 

A Petition of Tindal, Collins, Clendon, Cow- 
ard, Toland, in Behalf of themſelves and many 
Hundreds of their Diſciples, ſome of which are 
Members of this Honourable Houſe, deſiring, that 
Leave be given to bring in a Bill fir qualifying 
Atheiſts, Deiſts, and Socinians, to ſerve their 
Country in any Employment, P—_ Civil, 
or — 


. A Bl fora gener Naturalization 


— 


of Money and Management. I read immediately 
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Ordered, Thet Loews be given ts bring in @ 


Bill according to the Prayer of the ſaid Petition, 

and that Mr. Lechmere do prepare and bring it in. 
Ordered, That a Bill be brought in for remov- 

ing the Education of Youth out of the Hands of the 


Clergy. 


Another, To forbid the Clergy preaching certa 
Duties m Religion, eſpecially Obedience to 1 


Another, To take away the Furijdiftion of Bi- 
ſhops. 
Another, For conſtituting a General for Life ; 


with Inflruftions to the Committee, that Care may 
be taken to make the War laſt as long as the Life of 


the ſaid General. 

A Bill F Attainder againſt James Duke of Or- 
mond, John Duke of Buckingham ; L ce Earl 
of Rocheſter ; Sir Simon Harcourt, Kuight ; Ro- 
bert Harley, William Shippen, Eur. Abigail 


Junto. 
Reſolved, That Sarah Dutcheſs of Marlborough, 


bath been a moſt dutiful, juſt, and grateful Servant 
isa her Majeſty. 
| Reſolved, That to adviſe the Diſſelution of a 
Whig Parliament, or the Removal F a Whig 
Miniſtry, was in order to bring in Popery and the 
Pretender; and that the ſaid Advice was High 


4 _ - 


* "os. 
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Maſham, and others, Fligh Treaſon againſt the 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That by the Original Contract the 
Government of this Realm is by a Junto, and a _ 
or Queen; but the Adminiftration folely in 
Junto. 

Ordered, That it be a flanding Order of this 
Houſe, that the Merit of Elections be nat deter- 
mined by the Number of Voices, or Right of Elec- 
tors, but by Weight; and that one n all 
| weigh down ten Tories. 

A Motion being made, and the 2 being 
put, that when a Whig is detected of manifeſt Bri- 
bery, and his Competitor being a Tory, hath Tim 
to One a Majority, there ſhall be a new Election; 
it paſſed in the Negative. 

Reſolved, That for a King or Queen of this 
Realm, ta read or examine a Paper brought them 
to be figned by a Junto Minifter, is arbitrary and 
illegal, and a V:alation of the Liberties of the People. 


THEest and the like Reformations would, in 
all Probability, be the Firſt-fruits of the //h:zs 
Reſurrection ; and what Structures ſuch able Ar- 
tiſts might in a ſhort Time build upon ſuch 
Foundations, I leave others to conjecture, All 
Hopes of a Peace cut off; the Nation induſtri- 
ouſly involved in further Debts,. to a Degree, 
that none would dare undertake the Management 
of Ain, but choſe whoſe Intereſt lay in ruining 


the 
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for a Sixth, which was to have been the 
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the Conſtitution, I do not ſee how the wiſeſt 


Prince, under ſuch Neceſſities, could be able to 
extricate himſelf, Then, as to the Church ; the 
Biſhops would by Degrees be diſmiſſed, firſt from 
the Parliament. next from their Revenues, and 
at laſt from their Office ; and the Clergy, in- 
ſtead of their idle Claim of Independency on the 


State, would be forced to depend for their daily 


Bread on every Individual. But, what Syſtem . 
of future Government was deſigned ; whether it 
were aiready digeſted, or would have been left for 
Time and Incidents to mature; I ſhall not now 
examine, Oaly upon this Occaſion, I cannot help 
reflecting on a Fact, which it is probable the 
Reader knows as well as myſelf. There way, 
Picture drawn-ſome Time ago, repreſenting 

Perſons as large as the Life, fitting in Council 
gether like a Pentarchy. A void Space was 


to whom they intended that Honour: But her 
Majefty having fince fallen under their Diſplea- 
fure, they have made a Shift to crowd in two ber- 
ter Friends in her Place, which makes it a com- 
pleat Heptarchy. This Piece is now in the Coun- 


try, reſerved until better Times; and hangs in 


a Hall, among the Pictures of Cromwell, Brad- 
fhaw, Treten, and ſome other Predeceſſors. 


I mvsT 
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I mvsT now deſire Leave to ſay ſomething to 
a Gentleman, who hath been pleaſed to publiſh a 

Diſcourſe againſt a Paper of mine relating to the 

Convocation, He promiſeth to ſet me right, with- 


out any undue Reflections or undecent Language. 1 


ſuppoſe he means in Compariſon with others, who 
pretend to anſwer the Examiner: So far he is 
right ; but if he thinks he hath behaved himſelf 
as becomes a candid Antagoniſt, I believe he is 
miſtaken, He fays, in his Title-Page, my R- 


And his Concluſion is yet more ſevere, where he 
doubts I and my Friends are enraged againſt the 
Dutch, becauſe they preſerved us from Popery and 
arbitrary Power at the Revolution ; and ſince that 
Tame, from being over-run by the exorbitant Power 


of France, and becoming a Prey to the Pretender. 


Recauſe this Author ſeems in general to write 
with an honeſt Meaning, I would ſeriouſly put 
him the Queſtion, whether he thinks, I and my 
Friends are for Popery, arbitrary Power, France 
and the Pretender? I omit other Inſtances of 
ſmaller Moment, which however do not ſuit in 
my Opinion with due Reflection or decent Lan- 
guage, The Fact relating to the Convocation, 
came from a good Hand, and I do not find this 
Author differs from me in any material Circum- 
ſtance about it. My Reflections were no more 

than 


preſentations are unfair, and my Reflections unjuſt. 
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than what might be obvious to any other Gen. 
tleman, who had heard of their late Proceed- 
ings. If the Notion be right which this Author 
gives us of a Lower-Houſe of Conwecation ; it is 
a very melancholy one, and to me ſeems utterly 
inconſiſtent with that of a Body of Men whom 
he owns to have a Negative; and therefore, ſince 
a great Majority of the Clergy differs from him 
in ſeveral Points he advances, I ſhall rather chuſe 
to be of their Opinion than his. I fancy, when 
the whole Synod met in one Houſe, as this Writer 
affirms, they were upon a better Foot with their 
Biſhops; and therefore, whether this Treatment 
ſo extreamly de haut en bas, ſince their Exclu- 
fion, be ſuitable to primitive Cuſtom or primi- 
tive Humility towards Brethren, is not my Buſi- 
nels to enquire, One may allow the Divine or 
Apoſtolick Right of Epiſcopacy, and their great 
Superiority over Presbyters ; and yet diſpute the 
Methods of exerciſing the latter, which being 
of Human Inſtitution, are ſubject to Encroach- 


ments and Uſurpations. I know, every Clergy- 


man in a Dioceſe hath a good deal of Depen- 

dence upon his Biſhop, and owes him canonical 
Obedience : But, I was apt to think, that when 
the whole Repreſentative of the Clergy met in a 


Synod, they were conſidered in another Light; 


at leaft ſince they were allowed to have a Nega- 


tive. 
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tive, If I am miſtaken, I deſire to be excuſed, 


as talking out of my Trade: Only there is one 


Thing wherein I entirely differ from this Author : 
Since in the Diſputes about Privileges one Side 
maſt recede; where ſo very few Privileges re- 
main, it is a Hundred to One odds, that the En- 
croachments are not on the inferior Clergy's 
Side ; and no Man can blame them for infiſt- 
ing on the ſmall] Number that is left. There is 
one Fat wherein I muſt take Occaſion to ſet 


this Author right; that the * Perſon who fuſt. 


moved the QUEEN to remit the Firſt-fruits 
and Tenths to the Clergy, was an eminent In- 


in the late Turn of Affairs; and, asI 


am told, hath lately prevailed to have the ſame 
Favour granted for the Clergy of Ireland f. 
Bor I muſt beg Leave to ginform this Au- 
ther, that my Paper is not ifitended for the Ma- 
nagement of Controverſy ; which would be of 


very little Import to moſt Readers; and only 


miſpend Time, that I would gladly employ to 
better Purpoſes. For, where it is a Man's Buſi- 
neſs to entertain a whole Room full, it is un+ 
mannerly to apply himſelf to a particular Perſon, 
en ene eee 


« Earl of — Lord Treaſurer. 
+ This was done by the Author's Solicitation. 
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rumg; in Rempublicam meritorum : Due cum 
optimu cujuſque, tum etiam multitudinis teſtimo- 
nis comprobatur. - | 


AM thinking, what a mighty Advantage it 
1 is to be entertained as a Writer to a ruined 
Cauſe. I: remember a Fanatick Preacher, who 
was inclined to come into the Church, and take 
Orders ; but upon mature Thoughts was diverted 
from that Deſign, when he conſidered that the 
Collections of the Godly were a much heartier 


and readier Penny, than he could get by wrang- 
ling for Tythes. He certainly had Reaſon ; 
and the two Caſes are parallel, If you write in 


Defence 
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Defence of a fallen Party, you are maintained 
by Contribution as a neceſſary Perſon ; you have 
little more to do than to carp and cavil at thoſe 
who hold the Pen on the other Side ; you are ſure 
to be celebrated and careſſed by all your Party to 
a Man. You may affirm and deny what you 
pleaſe, without Truth or Probability, ſince it is 
but Loſs of Time to contradict you. Commiſe- 
ration is often on your Side ; and you have a Pre- 
tence to be thought honeſt and diſintereſted, for 
adhering to Friends in Diſtreſs. After which, 


if your Friends ever happen to turn up again, 


you have a ſtrong Fund of Merit towards mak- 
ing your Fortune, Then, you never fail to 
be well furniſhed with Materials; every one 


bringing in his Qusta; and Falſhood being natu- 


rally more plentiful than Truth. Not to men- 
tion the wonderful Delight of libelling Men in 
Power, and hugging yourſelf in a Corner with 
mighty Satisfaction for what you have done. 
Ir is quite otherwiſe with us, who engage as 
Volunteers in the Service of a flouriſhing Mini- 
ſtry, in full Credit with the QUEEN, and be- 


loved by the People ; becauſe they have no fini- 


ſter Ends or dangerous Deſigns ; but purſue with 


Steddineſs and Reſolution the true Intereſts of 
both. Upon which Account they little want or 


World 


deſire our Aſſiſtance; and we may write until the 


Eee 


1 


which muit be repeated; where: ours are, in the 


all I can pretend, is to undeceive the ignorant, 


with thoſe Gentlemen for perpetually writing 
againſt me: It furniſhes them largely with To- 
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World is weary of reading, without having our 
Pretences allowed either to a Place or a Penſion: 


| Beſides, we are refuſed th: common Benefit of the 


Party, to have our Works cried up of Courſe ; 
the Readers of our own Side being as ungentle 
and hard to pleaſe, as it we writ againſt them; 
and our Papers never make their Way in the 
World, but barely in Proportion to their Merit. 
The Deſign of their Labours who write on the 
conquered Side, i: lid Wiſe of greater Importance 
than ours: They are like Cordia or dying Men, 


Scripture-Phraſe. but Meat for 7:abes: At leaft, 


and thoſe at Diſtance ; but their Task is to keep 
up the ſinking Spirits of a whole Party. 
AFTER ſuch RefleCtions, I cannot be angry 


picks; and is beſides, their proper Buſineſs : 
Neither is it Affectation, or altogether Scorn, that 
1 do not reply. But as Things are, we both act 
ſuitable to our ſeveral Provinces: Mine is, by lay ing 


open ſome Corruptions in the late Management, 


to ſet thoſe who are ignorant, right in their Opinions 


of Perſons and Things: It is theirs to cover with 
: Fig- Leaves all the Faults of their Friends, as well as 
they can: When I have produced my Facts, and 


offered 


1 
, 
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offered Arguments, I have nothing farther to ad- 
vance; it is their Office to deny and diſapprove; and 
then let the World decide. If J were as They, 


my chief Endeavour ſhould certainly be to batter 


down the Examiner; therefore I cannot but 


apptove their Deſign. Beſides, they have indeed 


another Reaſon for barking inceſſantly at this Paper: 


They have in their Prints openly taxed a moſt 


ingenious Perſon as Author of it ; one who is in 
great and very deſerved Reputation with the 
World, both on Account of his Poetical Works, 


and his Talents for publick Buſineſs. They were 
wiſe enough to conſider, what a Sanction it would 


give their Performances, to fall under the Ani- 
madverſion of ſuch a Pen; and have therefore 


uſed all the Forms of Provocation commonly 
practiſed by little Pedants, who are fond of di- 
Ringuiſhing themſelves by the Fame of an Adver- 
fary. So nice a Taſte have theſe judicious Criticks, 


in pretending to diſcover an Author by his Style 


and Manner of Thinking: Not to mention the 


Juſtice and Candour of exhauſting all the ſtale To- 
picks of Scurrility in reviling a Paper, and then 
flinging at a Venture the whole Load upon one 
who is entirely innocent ; and whoſe greateft 


Fault, perhaps, is too much Gentleneſs towards a 
Party, from whoſe Leaders he hath received quite = 


contrary Treatment. 
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Tux Concern I have for the Eaſe and Repu- 
tation of ſo deſerving a Gentleman, hath at length 
forced me, much againſt my Intereſt and Incli- 
nation, to let theſe angry People know who is 
not the Author of the Examiner, For, I obſerv- 
ed, the Opinion began to ſpread ; and I choſe ra- 


ther to ſacrifice the Honour I received by it, than 


let injudicious People entitle him to a Perfor- 
mance, that perhaps he might have Reaſon to be 
aſhamed of: Still faithfully promiſing, never to 
diſturb thoſe worthy Advecates ; but ſuffer them 
in quiet to roar at the Examiner, if they or their 


Party find any Eaſe in it; as Phyſicians ſay there 
is, to People in Torment, ſuch as Men in the 


Gout, or Women in Labour. 

HOW EVER, I muſt acknowledge my elf in- 
debted to them for one Hint, whi ch I ſhall now 
purſue, although in a different Manner, Since 
the Fall of the late Miniſtry, I have ſeen many 


Papers filled with their Encomiums ; I conceive, 


in Imitation of thoſe who write the Lives of fa- 
mous Men, where, after their Deaths, immedi- 
ately follow their Characters. When I faw the 


poor Virtues thus dealt at Random, I thought the 


Diſpoſers had flung their Names, like Valentines 
into a Hat, to be drawn as Fortune pleaſed, by 
the Zunto and their Friends, There Craſſis drew 
Liberality and Gratitude ; Fubvia, Humility and 
Vo I. IX. H Gentle. 
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Gentleneſs ; Cladius, Piety and Juſtice; Gracchus, 
Loyalty to his Prince; Cinna, Love of his Country 
and Conſtitution ; and fo of the reſt, Or, to quit 
this Allegory, I have often ſeen of late, the whole 
Set of diſcarded Stateſmen, celebrated by their ju- 
dicious Hirelings for thoſe very Qualities which 
their Admirers owned they chiefly wanted. Did 
theſe Heroes put off and lock up their Virtues 
when they came into Employment, and have they 
now reſumed them ſince their Diſmiſſions ? If 
they wore them, I am ſure it was under their 
Greatneſs, and without ever once convincing the 
World of their Viſibility or Influence. 

Bur, why ſhould not the preſent Miniſtry find 
a Pen to praiſe them, as well as the laſt ? This is 


what I ſhall now undertake, and it may be more 


impartial in me, from whom they have deſerved 
ſo little. I have, without being called, ſerved them 
half a Year in Quality of Champion ; and by help 
of the Queen, and a Majority of nine in ten of the 
Kingdom, have been able to protect them againſt 


a routed Cabal of hated Politicians, with a dozen 


of Scribblers at their Head: Yet ſo far have they 


been from rewarding me ſuitable to my Deſerts, 
that to this Day they never ſo much as ſent to the 
Printer to enquire who I was; although I have 
known a Time and Miniſtry, where a Perſon of 
half my Merit and Conſideration would have had 

| fifty 
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fifty Promiſes ; and in the mean time a Penſion 


' ſettled on him, whereof the fir/# Quarter ſbould be 


honeſtly paid. Therefore my Reſentments ſhall fo 
far prevail, that in praiſing thoſe who are now at 
the Head of Affairs, I ſhall at the fame Time take 
Notice of their Defects, 

Was any Man more eminent in his Profeſſion 
than the preſent Lord Keeper, or more diſtinguiſh- 


ed by his Eloquence and great Abilities in the 


Houſe of Commons? And, will not his Enemies 
allow him to be fully equal to the great Station he 
now adorns? But then it muſt be granted, that 
he is wholly ignorant in the ſpeculative as well as 


practical Part of Polygamy : He knows not how to 
metamorphoſe a ſober Man into a Lunatick He 


is no Free-thinker in Religion, nor hath Courage 
to be Patron of an Atheiſtical Book, while he is 
Guardian of the Queen's Conſcience. Although, 
after all, to ſpeak my private Opinion, I cannot 
think theſe ſuch mighty Objections to his Cha- 
racer, as ſome would pretend, 

Trex Perſon who now * preſides at the Coun- 
cil, is deſcended from a Great and Honourable 
Father, not from the Dregs of the People ; he was 
at the Head of the Treaſury for ſome Years, and 


rather choſe to enrich his Prince than himſelf. 


9 Lawrence Hyde, Earl of Rocheſter. 
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In the Height of Favour and Credit, he ſacrificed 
the greateſt Employment in the Kingdom to his 


Conſcience and Honour : He hath been always firm 


in his Loyalty and Religion, zealous for ſupport- 


ing the Picrogative of the Crown, and preſerving 


the Liberties of the People. But then, his beſt 
Friends muſt own, that he is neither Dei? nor 


S:cinian ; He hath never converſed with Toland, 
to open and enlarge his Thoughts, and diſpel the 


Prejudices of Education; nor was he ever able to 
arrive at that Perſection of Gallantry, to ruin and 
impriſon the Husband, in order to keep the IV.fe 
without Diſturbance. 

THE preſent Lord Steward hath been always 


diſtinguiſhed for his Wit and Knowledge; is of 
conſummate Wiſdom and Experience in Affairs; 


hath continued conſtant to the true Intereſt of the 


Nation, which he eſpouſed from the Beginning; 


and is every way qualified to ſupport the Dignity 
of. his Office: But in point of Oratory, muſt give 
place to his Predeceſſor. | 

THE Duke of Shrewsbury was highly infiru- 
mental in bringing about the Revolution, in which 
Service he freely expoſed his Life and Fortune. 
He hath ever bcen the Favourite of the Nation, 


being poſſeſſed of many amiable Qualitics ; but in 


the Agrcavlznels and Fragrancy of his Perfon, 


and 


| 
1 
| 
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and the Profoundneſs of Lis Politicks, mui? be 
allowed to fall very ſhort of-------- 


MIR. Harlcy had the Honour of being choſen 
Speaker enen to three Parliaments; he was 
the firſt of late Years, who ventured to reſtore tlic 
forgotten Cuſtom of treating his Prince with 

ty and Reſpect. Ealy and diſengaged in private 
Converſation, with ſuch a Weight of Affairs upon 
his Shoulders ; of great Learning, and as great a 
Favourer and Prote tor of it; intrepid by Nature, 
as well as by the Conſciouſneſs of his own Inte- 
grity; and a Deſpiſer of Money; purſuing the 
true Intereſt of his Prince and Country againſt all 


Obſtacles. Sagaciouz to view into the remoteſt 


Conſequences of Things, by which all Difficulties 


fly before him. A firm Friend, and a placable 


Enemy, facrificing his juſteſt Reſentments, not 
only to publick Good, but to common Intercefiion 
and Acknowledgment, Yet with all theſe Virtues 
it muſt be granted, there is ſome Mixture of Hu- 
man Infirmity : His greateſt Admirers muſt con- 
feſs his Skill at Cards and Dice to be very low and 


| ſuperficial : In Horſe- Racing he is utterly igno- 


rant: Then, to fave a few Millions to the Pub- 
lick, he never regards how many worthy Citizens 
he hinders from making up their Plumb. And 
ſurely there is one Thing never to be forgiven him ; 
that he delights to have his Table filled with 
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Black: Coats, whom he uſeth as if were Gen- 


tlemen. 


My Lord D--------- is a Man of Letters, 


full of good Senſe, good Nature and Honour, of 


ſtrict Virtue and Regularity in his Life; but la- 
bours under one great Defect, that he treats his 
Clerks with more Civility and good Manners, 
than others in his Station have done the QUEEN. 

Omi1TTING ſome others, I will cloſe this Cha- 


racter of the prefent Miniſtry, with that of Mr. 


Se. Jobn, who, from his Youth applying thoſe 


admicable "Talents of Nature, and Improvements 


of Arts to publick Buſineſs, grew eminent in Court 
and Parliament, at an Age when the Generality 
of Mankind is employed in Trifles and Folly. It 
is to be lamented, that he hath not yet procured 
himſelf a buſy, important Countenance, nor learned 
that profound Part of Wiſdom, to be difficult if 
Acceſs. Pefides, he hath clearly miſtaken the true 


Uſe of Boats, which he has thumbed and ſpoiled 


with Reading, when he ought to have multiplied 


them on his Shelves : Not like a great Man of 


my Acquaintance, who knew a Book by the 
Back, better than a Friend by the Face, although 
he had never converſed with the former, and of- 


ten with the latter. 
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Caput eſt in omni procuratione negotis & mu- 
neris publici, ut avaritiæ pellatur etiam mi- 


HERE is no Vice which Mankind car- 
ries to ſuch wild Extreams as that of Ava. 


rice Thoſe two which ſeem to rival it in this 
Point, are Luft and Ambition: but the former is 
checkt by Difficulties and Diſeaſes ; deſtroys itſelf 


by its own Purſuits, and uſually declines with old 
Age : And the latter, requiring Courage, Conduct, 


and Fortune in a high Degree, and meeting with 


a thouſand Dangers and Oppoſitions, ſucceeds too 
ſeldom in an Age to fall under common Obſer- 
e vation. 
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vation, Or, is Avarice perhaps the ſame Paſſion 


with Ambition, only placed in more ignoble and 
daſtardly Minds; by which the Object is chang- 


el from Power to Money © Or, it may be, that 
one Man purſues Power in order to Wealth; and 
another Wealth, in order to Power; which laſt is 
the ſafer Way, although longer about; and, ſuit- 


Ing with every Period, as well as Condition cf 


Life, is more generally followed. 

HowkEVER it be, the Extreams of this Paſſi- 
on are certainly more frequent than of any other; 
and often to a Degree ſo abſurd and ridiculous, 


that if it were not for their Frequency, they could 
hardly obtain Belief. The Stage, which carries 


other Follies and Vices beyond Nature and Proba- 


bility, falls very ſhort in the Repreſentations of 


Avarice ; nor are there any Extravagancies in 
this Kind deſcribed by ancient or Modern Come- 
dies, which are not outdone by an hundred In- 


ſtances, commonly told, among our ſelves. 


I Am ready to conclude from hence, that a 
Vice which keeps ſo firm a Hold upon human 
Nature, and governs it with ſo unlimited a Tyran- 
ny, ſince it cannot be wholly eradicated, ought 
at leaſt to be confined to particular Objects; to 
Thrift and Penury, to private Fraud and Extor- 
tion, and never ſuffered to prey upon the Publick ; 


and ſhould certainly be rejected as the moſt un- 
qualify- 
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The EXAMINER, 1 53 
qualifying Circumſtance for any Employment, 
where Bribery and Corruption can poſſibly en- 
ter. | | 

IF the Miſchiefs of this Vice, in a publick Sta- 
tion, were confined to enriching only thoſe par- 
ticular Perſons employed, the Evil would be more 
ſupportable : But it is uſually quite otherwiſe. 
When a Steward defrauds his Lord, he muſt con- 


nive at the reſt of the Servants, while they are 


following the fame Practice in their ſeveral 


Spheres; ſo that in ſome Families you may ob- 


ſerve a Subordination of Knaves in a Link down- 


_ wards to the very Helper in the Stables, all cheat- 


ing by Concert, and with Impunity. And, even 
if this were all, perhaps the Maſter could bear it 
without being undone ; but it ſo happens, that 
for every Shilling the Servant gets by his Iniquity, 


the Maſter loſeth twenty ; the Perquiſites of Ser- 


vants being but ſmall Compoſitions for ſuffering 
Shopkeepers to bring in what Bills they pleaſe, 
It is exactly the ſame thing in a State: An ava- 
ricious Man in Office is in Confederacy with the 


' whole Clan of his Diſtrict or Dependence, which 


in modern Terms of Art is called, 79 Liv, aud 
let Live; and yet their Gains are the {millett Part 
of the Publick's Loſs. Give a Guinea to a kna- 


viſh Land-Waiter, and he ſhall connive at the 


Merchant for cheating the CGEEN of an Hun- 
OS: el. 
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dred. A Brewer gives a Bribe to have the Privi- 
lege of ſelling Drink to the Navy ; but the Fraud 
is a hundred times greater than the Bribe, and 
the Publick is at the whole Lots. 

MorALisTs make two kinds of Avarice ; that 
of Cataline, alieni appetens, ſui profuſus ; and the 
other more generally underſtood by that Name ; 
which is, the endleſs Defire of Hoarding : But I 
take the former to be more dangerous in a State, 
becauſe it mingles well with Ambition, which [ 
think the latter cannot; for, although the ſame 
Breaſt may be capable of admitting both, it is not 
able to cultivate them; and where the Love of 


heaping Wealth prevails, ther: is not, in my 


Opinion, much to be apprehended from Ambi- 
tion. The Diſgrace of that fordid Vice is 
fooner apt to ſpread than any other; and is 
always attended with the Hatred and Scorn of 
the People: So that whenever thoſe two Paſ- 
ſions happen to meet in the ſame Subject, it is 


not unlikely that Providence hath placed Auarice 


to be a Check upon Ambition; and I have Reaſon 
to think, fame great Miniſters of State have been 
of my Opinion. 

Tux divine Authority of Holy Writ, the Pre- 
cepts of Philoſophers, the Laſhes and Ridicule of 


Satyrical Poets, have been all employed in ex- 


ploding this inſatiable Thirſt of Money; and all 
cqually 
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equally controlled by the daily Practice of Man- 
kind. Nothing now remains to be ſaid upon the 
Occaſion; and if there did, I muſt remember my 
Character, that I am an Examiner only, and not 
a Reformer. 

HoweveR, in thoſe Caſes where the Frailties 


of particular Men do nearly affect the publick 


Welfare, ſuch as a Prime Miniſter of State, or a 
great General of an Army ; methinks there ſhould 


be ſome Expedient contrived, to let them know 
impartially what is the World's Opinion in the 


Point: Encompaſled with a Crowd of depending 
Flatterers, they are many Degrees blinder to their 
own Faults than the common Infirmities of Hu- 


man Nature can plead in their Excuſe ; Advice 


dares not be offered, or is wholly loſt, or return- 
ed with Hatred : And whatever appears in Pub- 


lick againſt their prevailing Vice, goes for nothing; 
being either not applied, or paſſing only for Libel 


and Slander, proceeding only from the Malice and 
Envy of a Party. 


I nave ſometimes FEST that if I had lived 


at Rome in the Time of the firſt Triumvirate, I 
ſhould have been tempted to write a Letter, as 
from an unknown Hand, to thoſe three great 
Men, who had then uſurped the Sovereign Pow- 
er ; wherein I would freely and ſincerely tell each 
of them that Fault which I conceived was moſt 
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156 The EXAMINER, 
odious, and of worſt Conſequence to the Com- 
monwealth : That to Craſſus ſhould have been 


ſent to him after his Conqueſts in _ pota mia, 
and in the following Terms. 


To Marcus 8 Health. 


F jou apply as you ought, what I now write, y 
I rv be more obliged to me than to all the MWorid, 
bardly excepting your Parents, or yaur Country. TI 
intend to tell you, without Diſguiſe or Prejudice, the 
Opinin which the Merl hath entertained of you. 
Aud to let you fee I write this without any ſort of Ill 

Mili, you fhall firſt hear the Sentiments they have to 
your Advantage, No Man diſputes the Gracefulneſs 
of yur Perſon ; you are allowed to have a geod and 
clear Underſtanding, cultivated by the Knowledge of 

Men and Manners, although nat by Literature. You 
are no ill Orator in the Senate; you are ſaid to excel 
in the Art of bridling and ſubduing your Anger, and 
ft:fling or concealing your Reſentments ; you have been 

a meſt ſuccceſoſul General, of ling Experience, great 

Conduct, and much Perſonal Courage; yeu have 
gained many iunt;rtant Victories for the Common- 

wealth, and firced the ſtrangeſt Towns in Meſopo- 

tamia 75 /urr. der ; for which, frequent Supplications 
hade been decreed by the Senate. Yet with all theſe 

Sualities, aud this Merit, give me leave to ſay, you 
are neither beicved by the Patiicians or Plebeians at 

| home, 


. 
. 


The EXAMINER 15/7 


home, nor by the Officers or private Soldiers of your 
own Army abroad. And do you know, CRAssus, 


that this is owing to a Fault, of which you may cure 


yourſelf by one Minute's Reflection? What ſhall 1 


ſay? Nu are the richeſt Perſon in the Common- 
wealth ; you have no Male Child, your Daughters 
are all married to wealthy Patricians ; you are far 
in the Decline of Life ; and yet you are deeply flained 
with that odious and ignoble Vice Covetouſneſs. 
It is affirmed, that you deſcend even to the meanc/t 
and moſt ſcandalous Degrees of it, and while you 
poſſeſs ſo many Millions ; while you are acquiring ſo 
many mare, you are fclicitous het to ſave a ſingle 
Seſterce, of which a hundred ignominious Inſtances 
are produced, and in all Men's Mouths, TI will 
only mention that Paſſage ef the + Buskins, which 
after abundance Per ſuaſian you would hardly ſuffer 
to be cut from your Legs, when they were fo wet and 
cold, that to have kept them an would have endan- 
ger d your Life. TI 

Inſiead of uſing the common Arguments to diſſuade 
you frem this IVeakneſs, I will endeaucur to convince 
you, that you are really guilty of it; and leave the 
Cure to your own god Senſe, For perhaps you are 


not yet perſwaded that this is your Crime; you have 


probably never yet been reproached fir it to your luce; 
and what you are notu tld, comes from one untngwn, 


= + Wet Stockings. 


and 
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and it may be from an Enemy. You will allow your 
felf indeed to be prudent in the Management of your 
Fortune; you are not a Prodigal, like Clodius or 
Qualine, but ſurely that deſerves not the Name of 
Avarice. I will inform you how to be convinced, 
Diſguiſe your Perſon ; go among the common Peo- 
ple in Rome; introduce Diſcourſes about your ſelf 3 
inguire your own Character; do the ſame in your 
Camp, walk about in the Evening, hearken at every 
Tent ; and, if yen do not hear every Mouth Cen- 
ſuring, Lamenting, Curſing this Vice in you, and 
even you for this Vice, conclude your ſelf innocent. 
If you be not yet perſuaded ; ſend for Atticus, Ser- 
vius Sulpicius, Cato, or Brutus; they are all your 
Friends; conjure them to tell you ingenuoufly twhich 


is your great Fault, and which they would chiefly wiſh 


you to correct; if they do not agree in their Ver- 
dict, in the Name of all the Gods, yu are ac- 
qu:tted, 

Apen your Adverſarics refiet how far you are 
gone in this Vice, they are tempted to talk as if we 
owed our Succeſſes, not to your Courage or Condutt, 
but to thiſe Veteran Troops you command; wha are 


able to conquer under any General, with ſ many 


brave and experienced Officers to lead them. Be- 
ſides, we know the Conſequences your Avarice hath 
| often occaſioned. The Soldier hath been farving 
for Bread, ſurrounded with Plenty, and in an 

: Enemy's 
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The EXAMINER, 159 
Enemy's Country, but all under Safeguards and 
Contributions; which, if you had ſometimes plea ſ- 
ed to have exchanged for Proviſions, might at the 
Expence of a few Talents in a Campaign, have 5 
endeared you to the Army, that they would have 


defired you to lead them to the utmiſt Limits of 


Aſia. But you rather ch:fe to confine your Congueſts 
within the fruitful Country of Meſopotamia, where 


Plenty of Money might be raiſed. How far that 


fatal Greedineſs of Gold may have mfluenced you, 


in breaking off the Treaty with the old Parthian King 


Orodes, you bet can tell; yyur Enemies charge you 
with it ; your Friends offer nothing material in your 
Defence ; ; and all agree, there is nothing ſo perni- 
cious, which the Extremes of Avarice may not be a- 
ble to inſpire. 

The Moment you quit this Vice, you will be a 


truly Great Man; and ſtill there will be Imperfec- 


tious enough remain to convince us, you are not a 


God. Foremel. 


 PeRHaAPs a Letter of this Nature ſent to fo 


reaſonable a Man as Craſſus, might have put him 
upon Examining into himſelf, and correcting that 
little ſordid Appetite, fo utterly inconſiſtent with 
all Pretences to a Hero. A Youth in the Eeat 
of Blood may plead with ſome Show of Reiſcn 
that he is not able to ſubdue his Luſts : An am- 

bitious 
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bitious Man may uſe the ſame Arguments for 
his love of Power, or perhaps other Arguments 
to juſtify it. But exceſs of Avarice hath neither 
of theſe Pleas to offer ; it is not to be juſtified, 
and cannot pretend Temptation for Excuſe. 
Whence can the Temptation come? Reaſon diſ- 
claims it altogether; and it cannot be ſaid to 
lodge in the Bld, or the Anima! Spirits. So 
that I conclude, No Man of true Valiur and 
true Under/tanding, upon whom this Vice hath ſtolen 
wnawares ; when he is convinced he is guilty, will 
ſuffer it to remain in his Breaſt an Hour,” 
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Imultus ut tu riſeris Cotyttia? 


An Anſwer to the Letter to the EXAMINER. 
1 Landon, Feb. 15, 1710-11. 


 LTHOUGH I have wanted Leiſure 


to acknowledge the Honour of a Letter 
you were pleaſed to write to me about fix 
Months ago; yet I have been very careful in 
obeying ſome of your Commands ; and am going 
on as faſt I can with the reſt, I wiſh you had 
thought fit to have conveyed them to me by a 
more pri ate Hand than that of the Printing- 
Houſe : For, although I was pleaſed with a Pat- 
tern of Style and Spirit which I propoſed to 

imitate ; 
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imitate; yet I was forry the World ſhould be a 
Witneſs how far I fell ſhort in both. 

I am afraid you did not conſider what an 
abundance of Work you have cut out for me; 
neither am J at all comforted by the Promiſe you 
are ſo kind to make, that when I have performed 
my Tast, D n hall bluſh in bis Grave among 
the Dead, W-----e among the Living, and even 


Vol---e ſhall feel ſome Remorſe. How the Gentle- 


man in his Grave may have kept his Counte- 
nance, I cannot inform you, having no Acquaint- 
ance at all with the Sexton : But for the other 
two, I take leave to aſſure you, there have not 
yet appeared the leaſt Signs of Bluſping or Remor/e 
in either, although ſame very good Opportunities 


have offered, if they had thought fit to accept 
them : So that with your Permiſſion, I had ra- 


ther engage to continue this Work until they be 
in their Graves too; which I am ſure, will hap- 
pen much ſooner than the other. 
|  Yov deſire I would collect me of theſe Indig- 
nities offered laſt Year to her Majefly, I am ready 
to oblige you ; and have got a pretty tolerable 
Collection by me, which I am in doubt whe- 
ther to publiſh by itſelf in a large Volume in Folio, 
or ſcatter them here and there occaſionally in my 


Papers. Although indeed, I am ſometimes think- 
ing to ſtifle them altogether ; becauſe ſuch a 
Hiſtory | 
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Hiſtory will be apt to give Foreigners a mon- 
ſtrous Opinion of our Country, But, ſince it is 
your abſolute Opinion, that the World ſhould be 
informed; I will, with the firſt Occafion, pick 
out a few choice Inſtances, and let them take their 
Chance in the enſuing Papers. I have alſo in 
my Cabinet certain Quires of Paper filled with 
Facts of Corruption, Miſmanagement, Cowardice, 
Treachery, Avarice, Ambition, and the like; 
with an Alphabetical Table, to ſave Trouble. 
And, perhaps, you will not wonder at the Care 
I take to be fo well provided, when you conſider 
the vaſt Expence I am at: I feed Weekly, two 
or three Wit-farved Writers, who have no other 
viſible Support; beſides ſeveral others, who live 
upon my Offals. In ſhort, I am like a Nurſe 
who ſuckles Twins at one Time, and hath be- 
ſides, one or two Whelps conſtantly to draw her 
Breaſts. | 
I MuUsT needs confeſs, (and it is with Grief 
J ſpeak it) that I have been the innocent Cauſe 
of a great Circulation of Dulneſs : At the ſame 
Time, I have often wondered how it hath come 
to paſs, that theſe induſtrious People, after poring 
ſo conſtantly upon the Examiner, a Paper writ 
with plain Senſe, and in a tolerable Style, have 
made ſo little Improvement. I am ſure it would 
have fallen out quite otherwiſe with me: For, 
N _ by 
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by what J have ſeen of their Performances (and 
I am credibly informed they are all of a Piece) 


if I had peruſed them until now, I ſhould have 


been fit for little but to make an Advocate in 
the ſame Cauſe. 
You, Sir, perhaps will wonder, as molt others 
do, what End theſe angry Folks propoſe, in writ- 
ing perpetually againſt the Examiner It is not 
to beget a better Opinion of the late Miniſtry, 
or with any Hope to convince the Worid that 
I am in the Wrong in any one Fact I relate; they 
know all that to be Joſt Labour ; and vet their 
Defign is important enough : They would fain 
provoke me by all Sorts of Methods, within the 
Length of their Capacity, to anſwer their Pa- 
pers; which would render mine wholly uſeleſs 
to the Publick : For, if it once came to Re- 
joinder and Reply, we ſhould be all upon a 
Level; and then their Work would be done. 
THERE is one * Gentleman indeed, who 
hath written three ſmall Pamphlets upon the 
Management of the War, and the Treaty of Peace: 
"Theſe I had intended to have beſtowed a Paper 
in Examining; and could eaſily have made it ap- 


pear, that whatever he ſays of Truth, relates 


nothing at all to the Evils we complain of, or 


Dr. Hare, now 4 Biſbog. 


con- 
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centrouls one Syllable of what I have ever ad- 
vanced. No Body, that I know of, did ever diſ- 
pute the Duke of Marlbsrough's Courage, Con- 
duct, or Succeſs; they have been always un- 
queſtionable, and will continue to be ſo, in ſpight 
of the Malice of his Enemies, or, which is yet 
more, the Heatneſs of his Advocates, The Na- 
tion only wiſhed to ſee him taken out of ill 
Hands, and put into better, But, what is all 
this to the Conduct of the late Miniſtry, the 
ſhameful Miſmanagements in Spain, or the wrong 
Steps in the Treaty of Peace; the Secret of which 
will not bear the Light, and is conſequently by 
this Author very poorly defended ? Theſe, and 
many other Things, I would have ſhewn ; but 


upon ſecond Thoughts determined to have done 


it in a Diſcourſe by itſelf, rather than take up 
room here, and break into the Deſign of this 


Paper, from whence I have reſolved to baniſh 
Controverſy as much as pcffible. But, the Poſt- 


ſcript to his third Pamphlet was enough to dif- 


guſt me from having any Dealings at all with 


ſuch a Writer; unleſs that Part was left to ſome 
Portman he had picked up among the Boys who 


follow the Camp, whoſe Character it would ſuit 


much ter thin that of the ſuppoſed Author. 
At leaſt, the fou, £457u7 ge, the idle impotent Me- 
nace, and the groſs perverting of an innccent 

Expreſ- 
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Expreſſion in the fourth Examiner, joined to that 
Reſpect I ſhall ever have for the Function of a 

Divine, would incline me to believe ſo. But 
when he turns off his Foctman, and diſclaims that 


Poſtſcript, I will tear it out, and ſee how far 


the reſt deſerves to be conſidered. 

Bor, Sir, I labour under a much greater Dif- 
ficulty, upon which I ſhould be glad to hear your 
Advice. I am worried on one Side by the 
IVhigs for being too ſevere ; and by the Tories on 
the other for being too gentle. I have formerly 
hinted a Complaint of this; but having lately 
received two peculiar Letters, among many others; 
thought nothing could better repreſent my Con- 


dition, or the Opinion which the warm Men of 


both Sides have of my Conduct, than to ſend 
you a Tranſcript of each. The former is exactly 
in theſe Words. 


To the EXAMINER. 


a Examiner, 
your continual FROM upon the Con- 
duct of the late Miniſtry, and by your 
8 12 on the preſent, it is as clear as the 
© Sun at Noon-day, that you are a Jeſuit or Non- 
juror, employed by the Friends of the Pretender, 
© to endeavour to introduce Popery and Slavery, 


© and 
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© and Arbitrary Power, and to infringe the ſacred 
Act for Toleration of Diſſenters. Now, Sir, 


© ſince the moſt ingenious Authors who write Week- 


© ly againſt you, are not able to teach you better 
© Manners, I would have you to know, that 


© thoſe Great and excellent Men, as low as you 


© think them at preſent, do not want Friends 
© that will take the firſt proper Occaſion to cut 
« your Throat, as all ſuch Enemies to Moderation 


© ought to be ſerved, It is well you have 


cleared another Perſon from being Author of 
© your curſed Libels ; although D-mme, perhaps 
< after all, that may be a Bamboozzle too. How- 
ever, I hope we ſhall ſoon Ferrit you out. 
© Therefore, I adviſe you as a Friend, to let 


fall your Pen, and retire betimes; for our Pa- 
_ © tience is now at an End. It is enough to loſe our 


Power and Employments, without ſetting the 


whole Nation againſt us. Confider, three Years 


is the Life of a Party; and D-mme, every 
Dog hath his Day, and it will be our Turn 
next; therefore take Warning, and learn to 
« ſleep in a whole Skin, or whenever we are up- 


« permoſt, by G-d you ſhall find no Mercy.” 


The 
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The other Letter was in the following Terms, 
To the EXAMINER, 


STR, 
AM a Country Member, and conſtantly ſend 
Ja Dozen of your Papers down to my Elec- 
© tors, I have read them all, but I confeſs, not 
* with the Satisfaction I expected. Tt is plain 
you know a great deal more than you write; 
« why will you not let us have it all out? We 


are told, that the QUEEN hath been a long 
Time treated with Inſolence by thoſe ſhe hath 
© moſt obliged; Pray, Sir, let us have a few 


good Stories upon that Head, We have been 
« cheated of ſeveral Millions; why will not you 
«* ſet a Mark on the Knaves who are guilty, and 
© ſhew us what Ways they took to rob the Pub- 
© lick at ſuch a Rate? Inform us how we came 
© to be diſappointed of Peace about two Years 
ago: In ſhort, turn the whole Myſtery of Ini- 


« quity inſide out, that every Body may have a 


© View of it. But above all, explain to us what 
« w:s at the Bottom of that ſame Znpeachment : I 

© am ſue I never liked it; for at that very Time 

© a Diſſenting Preacher, in our Neighbourhood, 

© came often to {ce our Parſon ; it could be for 

no 
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no Good, for he would walk about the Barns 


and Stables, and defire to look into the Church, 


© as who ſhould ſay, Theſe will ſhortly be mine; 
and we all believed he was then contriving 


ſome Alterations againſt he got into Poſſeſſion; 
And I ſhall never forget, that a //hig Fuftice 
offered me then very high for my Biſbep's 


Leaſe. I muſt be fo bold to tell you, Sir, that 


you are too favourable: I am ſure, there was 
no living in Quiet for us while they were in 
the Saddle. I was turned out of the Commiſſion, 
and called a Jacobite, although it coſt me a 
thouſand Pound in joining with the Prince ot 


Orange at the Revolution, The Diſcoveries 1 


would have you make, are of ſome Facts for 
which they ought to be hanged; not that J 
value their Heads, but I would fee them ex- 
poſed, which may be done upon the Owner: 
Shoulders, as well as upon a Pole, &c, 


THESE, Sir, are the Sentiments of a whole 


Party on one Side, and of conſiderable Numbers 
on the other: However, taking the Medium be- 
tween theſe Extreams, I think to go on as I have 
hitherto done, although I am ſenſible my Paper 
would be more popular, if I did not lean too 
much to the favourable Side, For, nothing de- 
lights the People more than to lee their Oppreſ- 


3 1 ſors 


170 The EXAMINER, 

ſors humbled, and all their Actions painted with 
proper Colours, ſet out in open View. Exactes 
Tjrannos denſum humeris bibit aure vulgus. 

Bor as for the Vhigs, I am in ſome doubt, 
whether this mighty Concern they ſhew for the 
Honour of the late Miniſtry, may not be affect- 
ed; at leaſt whether their Maſters will thank 
them for their Zeal in ſuch a Cauſe. It is, I 
think, a known Story of a Gentleman who 


fought another for calling him Sen of a Il hure; 


but his Mother deſired her Son to make no more 
Quarrels upon that Subject, becauſe it was true. 
For pray, Sir, doth it not look like a Jeſt, that 


| ſuch a pernicicus Crew, after draining our Wealth, 


and diſcovering the moſt deſtructive Defigns a- 
gainſt our Church and State; inſtead of thanking 
Fortune that they are got off ſafe in their Per- 
ſons and Plunder, ſhould hire theſe Bullies of the 
Pen to defend their Reputations? I remember, I 


thought it the hardeſt Caſe in the World, when 
a poor Acquaintance of mine, have fallen among 


Sharpers, where he loſt all his Money, and then 
complaining he was cheated ; got a good Beating 
into the Bargain, for offering to affront Gentle- 


men. | believe, the only Reaſon why theſe 


Purloiners of the Publick cauſe ſuch a Clutter to 
be made about their Reputations, is to prevent In- 
quiſitions that might tend towards making them 

| refund : 


The EXAMINER, 171 
refund: Like thoſe Women they call Shop-Lifters, 
who when they are challenged for their Thefts, 


appear to be mighty angry and affronted, for 


Fear of being ſearched. 
I wiLL diſmiſs you, Sir, when I have * 


notice of one Particular. Perhaps you may have 


obſerved in the tolerated factious Papers of the 
Week, that the Earl of Nocheſter is frequently 
reflected on for having been Eccliſaftical Cam- 
niſſianer and Lerd Treaſurer in the Reign of the 
late King James. The Fact is true; and it will 
not be denied to his immortal Honour, that be- 
cauſe he could not comply with the Meaſures then 
taking, he reſigned both thoſe Employments; of 
which the latter was immediately ſupplied by a 
Commiſſion, compoſed of two Popiſh Lords and 


the preſent Earl of Godolphin. 
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NUMBER XXIX. 


Laus ſumma in fortunæ bonis, non extuliſſe ſe in po- 
teſtate, non fuiſſe inſelentem in pecunid, non ſe 
prætuliſſe alus propter abundantiam fortune. 


AM conſcious to myſelf, that I write this 

I Paper, with no other Intention but that of 
doing good: I never received Injury from the 
late Miniſtry ; nor Advantage from the preſent, 
farther than in common with every good Subject. 
There were among the former one or two, who 
muſt be allowed to have poſſeſſed very valuable 
Qualities ; but proceeding by a Syſtem of Po- 
liticks, which our Conſtitution could not ſuffer ; 
and 
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and diſcovering a Contempt of all Religion, eſpe- 
cially of that which hath been ſo happily eſtabliſh- 
ed among us ever ſince the Reformation; they 

ſeem to have been juſtly ſuſpected of no very good 
Inclinations to either, | 
Tt is poſſible, that a Man may 8 
prefer the Conſtitution of another Country, or an 
Utopia of his own, before that of the Nation 
where he is born and lives; yet from conſider- 
ing the Dangers of Innovation, the Corruptions 
of Mankind, and the frequent Impoſhbility of re- 
ducing Idea's to Practice, he may join heartily in 
preſerving the preſent Order of Things, and be a 
true Friend to the Government already ſettled. 
So in Religion; a Man may perhaps have little 
or none of it at Heart ; yet if he conceal his 
Opinions, if he endeavour to make no Proſelytes, 
advance no impious Tenets in Writing or Diſ- 
courſe: If, according to the common Atheiſtical 
Notion, he believes Religion to be only a Contri- 
vance of Politicians for keeping the Vulgar in 
Awe ; and that the preſent Model is better ad- 
juſted than any other to ſo uſeful an End: Al- 
though the Condition of ſuch a Man as to his own 
future State be very deplorable ; yet Providence, 
which often works Good out of Evil, can make 
even ſuch a Man an Inſtrument for contributing 
towards the Preſervation of the Church. 
I 3 Ox 
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On the other ſide; I take a State to be truly 
in danger, both as to its Religion and Govern- 
ment, when = Set of Ambitious Politicians, bred 
upina Hatred to the Conſtitution, and a Con- 
tempt for all Religion, are forced upon exerting 
theſe Qualities in order to keep or encreaſe their 
Power, by widening their Battom, and taking 
in (like Aahomet) ſome Principles from every 
Party that is any way diſcontented at the preſent 
Faith and Settlement ; which was manifeſtly our 
Cafe, Upon this Occaſion, I remember to have 
asked ſome conſiderable Whigs, whether it did 
not bring a Diſreputation upon their Body, to 
have the whole Herd af Presbyterians, Indepen- 
dents, Atheiſts, Anabaptiſis, Quakers, and So- 
ciaians, openly and univerſally Liſted under their 
Banners? They anſwered, That all this was 
abſulutely neceſſary, in order to make a Ballance 
againſt the Tories; and all little enough: For in- 
deed, it was as much as they could poſſibly do, 
although aſſiſted with the abſolute Power of dil. 
poſing of every Employment; while the Bulk of 
Engliſh Gentry kept firm to their old Principles 
in Church and State, 

Bur, notwithſtanding whatever I have hither- 
to ſaid, I am informed, ſeveral among the I bigs 
continue ſtill ſo refractory, that they will hardly 
allow the Heads of their Party to have entertained 

any 
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any Deſigns of ruining the Conſtitution ; or that 
they would have endeavoured it, if they had 
continued in Power, I beg their Pardon if I 
have diſcovered a Secret ; but who could imagine 
they cver intended it ſhould be One, after thoſe 
Overt-Aaets with which they thought fit to con- 
clude their Farce? But perhaps they nw find it 
convenient to deny vigorouſly ; that the Queſtion 
may remain; Ii was the old Miniſtry changed p 
Which they urge on without ceaſing, as if no 
Occaſion in the leaſt had been given; but that 
all were owing to the Inſinuations of crafty Men, 
practiſing upon the Weakneſs of an eaſy Prince, 
I ſhall therefore offer, among a hundred, one 
Reaſon for this Change, which I think would 
Juſtify any Monarch who ever reigned, for the 
like Proceeding. 

IT is notorious 1 how highly Nn 
have been blamed in the Hiſtories of all Countries, 
particularly of our own, upon the Account of 
their Minians; who have been ever juſtly odious 
to the People, for their Inſolence and Avarice, 
and engtoſſing the Favour of their Maſters, W ho- 
ever hath been the leaſt converſant in the Engl; 
Story, cannot but have heard of Gaveſton, the 
Spencers, and ſome others ; who by the Exceſs and 
Abuſe of their Power, coſt the Princes they ſerv- 
ed, or rather governed, their Crowns and Lives. 
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However, in the Caſe of Minions, it muſt at leaft 
be acknowledged, that the Prince is pleaſed and 
happy, although his Subjects be agęrieved; and 
he has the Plea of Friendſhip to excuſe him 3 
which is a Diſpoſition of generous Minds. Be- 
ſides, a wiſe Minion, altho he be haughty to others, 
is humble and inſinuating to his Maſter; and cul- 
tivates his Favour by Obedience and Reſpect. 
But, Our Misfortune hath been a great deal 
worſe : We have ſuffered for ſome Years under 
the Oppreſſion, the Avarice, and Inſclence of 
thoſe, for whom the QE en had neither Eſteem 
nor Friendſhip; who rather ſeemed to ſnatch 
their own Dues, than receive the Favour of their 
Sovereign; and were ſo far from returning Re- 
ſpe, that they forgot common good Manners, 
They impoſed on their Prince, by urging the 
Neceſſity of Affairs of their own creating: They 


firſt raiſed Difficulties, and then offered them as Ar- | | | 


guments to keep themſelves in Power. They united 
themſelves againſt Nature and Principle,to a Party 
they had aiways abherred, and which was now 
content to come in upon any Terms, leaving 
Them and their Creatures in full Poſſeſſion of 
the Court. Then they urged the formidable 
Strength of that Party, and the Dangers which 
muſt follow by diſobliging it. So that it ſeems al- 
moſt a Miracle, how a Prince, thus Beſieged on 

all 
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all Sides, could alone have Courage and Prudence 

enough to extricate Herſelf. | 
AND indeed there is a Point of Hiſtory relat- 
ing to this Matter, which well deſerveth to be 
conſidered, When her Majeſty came to the 
| Crown, ſhe took into Favour and Employment 
ſeveral Perſons who were eſteemed the beſt Friends 
of the old Conſtitution ; among whom none were 
reckoned further gone in the High Church Prin- 
ciples (as they are uſually called) than two or 
three, who had at that Time moſt Credit ; and 
ever ſince, until within theſe few Months, po- 
ſeſſed all Power at Court. So that the firſt Um- 
brage given to the Whigs, and the Pretences fer 
clamouring againſt France and the Pretender, were 
derived from them. And I believe nothing ap- 
peared then more unlikely, than that ſuch diffe- 
rent Opinions ſhould ever incorporate; that Party 
having upon former Occaſions treated thoſe very 
Perſons with Enmity enough. But ſome Lords 
| then about Court, and in the QUEEN's good 
Graces, not able to endure thoſe growing Impo- 
ſitions upon the Prince and People, preſumed to 
interpoſe ; and were conſequently ſoon removed 
and diſgraced: However, when a moſt exorbitant 
Grant was propoſed, antecedent to any viſible 
Merit; it miſcarried in Parliament, for want of 
being Seconded by thoſe who had moſt Credit in 
1 the 
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the Houſe ; and who, having always oppoſed the 
like Excefles in a former Reign, thought it their 
Duty to do fo ſtill ; to ſhew the World, that 
the Diſlike was not againſt Perſons but Things, 
But this was to croſs the Oligarchy in the tender · 
eſt Point; a Point which outweighed all Conſi- 
derations of Duty and Gratitude to their Prince, 
or Regard to the Conſtitution: And therefore, 
aſter having in ſeveral private Meetings concerted 
Meaſures with their old Enemies, and granted, as 
well as received Conditions; they began to change 
their Style and their Countenance, and to put it 
as a Maxim in the Mouths of their Emiſſaries; 
That England muſt be ſaved by Whigs, This un- 
natural League was afterwards cultivated by ano. 
ther Incident; I mean the get of Security, and 
the Conſequences of it, which every Body 
knows; when (to uſe the Words of my * Corre- 
ſpondent) the Svvereign Authority was parcelled out 
among the action, and made the Purchaſe of In- 
demn:ity for an offending Miniſter : Thus, the U- 
nion of the two Kingdoms improved That be- 
tween the Miniſtry and the Junto, which was 
afterwards cemented by their mutual Danger in 
that Storm they ſo narrowly eſcaped about three 
Years ago; but however was not quite perfeQted 
till Prince George's Death; and then they went lo- 
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vingly on together, both ſatisfied with their ſeveral 
Shares, at full Liberty to gratify their predominant 


Inclinations; the firſt, their Avarice and Ambition; 


the other, their Models of Innovation in Church 
and State. 


THEREFORE, whoever thinks fit to revive 


that baffled Queſtion, Ny was the late Miniſtry 
changed? may receive the following Anſwer : 
That it was become neceſſary by the Inſolence 
and Avarice of ſome about the QUEEN, who, in 
order to perpetuate their Tyranny, had made a 
monſtrous Alliance with thoſe who profeſs Prin- 
ciples deſtructive to our Religion and Govern- 
ment : If this will not ſuffice ; let him make an 


Abſtract of the Abuſes I have mentioned in my 


former Papers, and view them together ; after 
which, if he ſtill remain unſatisfied, let him 
ſuſpend his Opinion a few Weeks longer. Al- 
though after all, I think the Queſtion as trifling 
as that of the Papiſts, when they ask us, I bere 
was eur Religion before Luther? And indeed, 
the Miniſtry was changed for the ſame Reaſon 
that Religion was reformed ; becauſe a thouſand 
Corruptions had crept into the Diſcipline and 
Doctrine of the State, by the Pride, the Avarice, 
the Fraud, and the Ambition of thoſe who ad- 

miniſtered to us in Secular Afairs, | 
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I EAR my ſelf cenſured the other Day in 


a Coffee-Houſe, for ſeeming to glance in the Let- 


ter to Craſſus, againſt a great Man, who is ſtill 


in Employment, and likely to continue ſo. What 
if I had really intended that ſuch an Application 
ſhould be given it? I cannot perceive how I 
could be juſtly blamed for ſo gentle a Reproof. 
If I faw a handſome young Fellow going to a 
Ball at Court with a great Smut upon his Face ; 
could he take it ill in me to point out the Place, 
and defire him with abundance of -good Words 
to pull out his Handkerchief and wipe it off; 
or bring him to a Glaſs, where he might plainly 


ſee it with his own Eves? Doth any Man think 
J ſhall ſuffer my Pen to inveigh againſt Vices, 


only becauſe they are charged upon Perſons who 
are no longer in Power? Every body knows, 
that certain Vices are more or leſs pernicious, 
according to the Stations of thoſe who poſleſs 
them. For Example, Lewdneſs and Intempe- 
rance are not of io bad Conſequences in a 
Town-Rake as in a Divine. Cowardice in a 


Lawyer is more ſupportable than in an Officer 
of the Army. If I ſhould find Fault with an 


Admiral becauſe he wanted Pallleneſs; or an Al- 
derman for not underſtanding Gree# ; That, in- 
deed would be to go out of my way for an 


Occaſion of Quarrelling : But exceſſive Avarice in 
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a General, is, I think, the greateſt Defect he 


can be liable to, next to thoſe of Courage and 
Conduct, and may be attended with the moſt 
ruinous Conſequences, as it was in Craſſus ; 
who to that Vice alone owed the Deſtruction of 
himſelf and his Army. It is the ſame Thing in 
praiſing Men's Excellencies ; which are more or 
leſs valuable, as the Perſon you commend hath 
occaſion to employ them. A Man may perhaps 
mean honeſtly ; yet if he be not able to ſpell, 
he ſhall never have my Vote to be a Secretary : 


Another may have Wit and Learning in a Poſt 


where Honefty, with plain common Senſe, are 
of much more Uſe : You may praiſe a Soldier for 
his Skill at Chefs, becauſe it is ſaid to be a Mili- 


tary Game, and the Emblem of drawing up an 
Army; but this to a Treaſurer would be no more 


a Compliment, than if you called him a Game- 


fler or a Fockey. 


P. S. I received a Letter relating to Mr, 
Greenſhields ; the Perſon who ſent it may know, 
that I will ſay ſomething to it in the next Paper. 
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NUMBER XXX. 


Due enim domus tam flabilis, gue tam firma ci- 


vitas e/t, que non odiis atque diſcidits funditùs 
pofſit averti 


F we examine what Societies of Men are in 
cloſeſt Union among themſelves; we ſhall 


find them either to be thoſe who are engaged in 


evil Defign, or who labour under one common 
Misfortune : Thus the Troops of Banditti in ſe- 
veral Countries abroad; the Knots of Highway- 
men in our own Nation; the ſeveral Tribes of 
Sharpers, Thieves and Pick'cchets, with many 
others, are ſo firmly knit together, that nothing 
is more difficult tlian to break or diſſolve their 
. ſcveral 
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ſeveral Gangs. So likewiſe, thoſe who are Fel- 
low-Sufferers under any Misfortune, whether it 
be in Reality or Opinion, are uſually contracted 
into a very ſtrict Union; as we may obſerve in 
the Papr/ts throughout this Kingdom, under thoſe 
real Difficulties which are juſtly put on them; 


and in the ſeveral Schiſms of Presbyterians, and 


other Sets, under that grievous Perſecution of 
the modern kind, called JYVant of Power. And 
the Reaſon why ſuch Confederacies are kept fo 
ſacred and inviolable, is very plain; becauſe in 
each of thoſe Caſes I have mentioned, the whole 


Body is moved by one common Spirit, in purſuit 
of one general End, and the Intereſt of Indi- 


viduals is not croſſed by each other, or by the 
whole, 

Now both theſe Motives are joined to unite 
the High-fiy'ins Whigs at preſent : They have 
been always engaged in an evil Deſign, and of 


late they are faſter riveted by that terrible Ca- 


lamity, the Loſs of Power. So that whatever 
Deſigns a miſchievous Crew of dark Cenfederates 
may poſſibly entertain, who will ſtop at go Means 


to compals them, my be juſtly apprehended from 
theſe. 


O the other fide, thoſe who wiſh well to the 


Publick, and would .glacly contribute to its Ser- 


views are apt to differ in their Opinions about 
the 
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the Methods of promoting it ; and when their 

Party flouriſhes, are ſometimes envious at thoſe 

in Power ; ready to over-value their own Merit, 

and be impatient till it be rewarded by the Mea- 
ſure they have preſcribed for themſelves. There g 
is a further Topick of Contention, which a Rul- 4 
ing Party is apt to fall into, in Relation to Retro- ; 


pections, and Enquiry into paſt Miſcarriages ; 
wherein ſeme are thought too warm and zealous ; i 
others too cruel and remiſs; while in the mean l 
time theſe Diviſions are incuſtriouſly fomented by , 
the diſcarded Faction; which, although it be an 5 
old Practice, hath been much improved in the | , 
Sch.ols of the Feſwuts; who when they deſpair- * 
ed of perverting this Nation to Popery, by Argu- : n 
| men's or Plots againſt the State, ſent their Emiſ- . 
b faries to ſubdivide us into Schiſms. And this Ex- B 
7 pedient is now with great Propriety taken up by f | 
= our Men of incenſed Mederation ; becauſe they ſup- } 2 
poſe themſelves able to attack the ſtrongeſt of our 5 * 
} Subdiviſions, and fo ſubdue us one after another. th. 
L Nothing better reſembles this Proceeding, than . 
N that famous Combat between the Horatii and Cu- 7. 
1 riatii ; where two of the former being killed, M 
f the third, who remained entire and untouched, th; 
was able to kill his three wounded Adverſaries, af- che 
ter ke had divided them by a Stratagem. I well * 


know with how tender a Hand all this ſhould 
; * 
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be touched ; yet, at the ſame time, I think it my 
Duty to warn the Friends, as well as expoſe the 
Enemies, of the Publick Weal; and to begin 
preaching up Un:on upon the firſt Suſpicion that 
any Steps are made to diſturb it. 

Bor the two chief Subjects of Diſcontent, 


which, upon moſt great Changes, in the Ma- 


nagement of publick Affairs, are apt to breed 
Differences among thoſe who are in Poſſeſſion, 
are what I have juſt now mentioned; a Deſire 
of puniſhing the Corruptions of former Managers; 
and the rewarding Merit among thoſe who have 


|: any Way inſtrumental or conſenting to 


the Change. The firſt of theſe is a Point fo 
nice, that I ſhall purpoſely wave it : But the 
latter I take to fall properly within my Diftrie, 
By Merit I here underſtand that Value which 
every Man puts upon his own Deſervings from 
the Publick. And, I believe, there could not 
be a more difficult Employment found out, than 


that of Pay-maſter-General to this Sort of Merit; 


or a more noiſy, crowded Place, than a Court of 
Fudicature, erected to ſettle and adjuſt every 
Man's Claim upon that Article. I imagine, if 
this had fallen into the Fancy of the ancient Poets, 
they would have dreſt it up after their Manner 
into an agreeable Fiction; and given us a Genea- 


logy 
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logy and Deſcription of Merit, perhaps not very 
different from that which follows. 


A Poetical Genealogy and Deſcription MERTr. 


HAT, true Merit was the Son of Virtze 
and Honour; but that there was likewiſe 


a ſpurious Child who uſurped the Name, and 


whoſe Parents were Janity and: Impudence. That, 


at a Diſtance there was a great Reſemblance 


between them, and they were often miſtaken for 
each other. That, the Baſtard [Jue had a loud 
ſhrill Voice, which was perpetually employed in 


Cravings and Complaints; while the other never 


ſpoke louder than a Mpbiſper; and was often ſo 
baſhful that he could not ſpeak at all. That, in 
great Aſſemblies, the fa//e Merit would ſtep be- 
fore the true, and ftand juſt in his Way; was 
conſtantly at Court, or great Men's Legees, or 


Whiſpering in fome Miniſter's Ear, That, the 
more you fed him, the more hungry and impor. 


tunate he grew. That, he often paſſed for the 


true Son of Virtue and Honour; and the Genuine 


for an Impoſtor. That, he was born diſtorted 
and a Dwarf, but by Force of Art appeared of a 
handſome Shape, and taller than the uſual Size; 
and that none but thoſe who were wiſe and good, 
as well as vigilant, could diſcover his Littleneſs 

| Or 
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or Deformity. That, the trus Merit had been 


often forced to the Indignity of applying to the 
falſe, for his Credit with thoſe in Power, and to 
keep himſelf from Starving, That, the falſe 
Merit filled the Auti- Chambers with a Crew of 
his Dependents and Creatures, ſuch as Proje&ors, 
Schemati/ls, Occaſional Converts to a Party, pro- 
ſtitute Flatterers, ſtarveling Writers, Buffoons, 
ſhallmou Politicians, empty Oraters, and the like; 
who all owned him for. their Patron, and grew 
diſcontented if they were not immediately fed. 


Tris Metaphorical Deſcription of ſalſe Merit, 
is, I doubt, calculated for moſt Countries in 
Chriſtendom ; and as to our own, I believe it 
may be ſaid, with a ſufficient Reſerve of Charity, 
that we are fully able to reward every Man a- 
mong us according to his real Deſervings. And, 
I think I may add, without Suſpicion of Flat- 


tery, that never any Prince had a Miniſtry with 


a better Judgment to diſtinguiſh between falſe and 
real Merit, than that which is now at the Helm; 
or whoſe Inclination as well as Intereſt it is to 
encourage the latter. And it ought to be obſerv- 
ed, that thole great and excellent Perſons we ſee 
at the Head of Affairs, are of the QUEtn's own 
Perſonal voluntary Choice; not forced upon Her 
by any inſolent, overgrown Faveurite, or by the 

| pre- 
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pretended Neceſſity of complying with an unruly 


 Fa#im, 


Ver theſe are the Perſons whom thoſe Scan- 
dals to the Preſs, in their Daily Pamphlets and 
Papers, openly revile at ſo ignominious a Rate, 


as I believe was never tolerated before under any 


Government, For, ſurely no lawful Power de- 
rived from a Prince, ſhould be ſo far affronted, 
as to leave thoſe who are in Authority expoſed to 
every ſcurrilous Libeller. Becauſe, in this Foint, 


J make a mighty Difference between thoſe who 
are Jn, and thoſe who are Out of Power; not up- 
on any Regard to their Perſons, but the Stations 


they are placed in by the Sovereign. And, if 
my Diſtinction be right, I think I might appeal 
to any Man, whether if a Stranger were to read 


the InveRtives which are daily publiſhed againſt the 


preſent Miniſtry ; and the outrageous Fury of the 
Authors againſt me for cenſuring the Laſt; he 
would not conclude the Vhigs to be at this Time 
in full Poſſeſſion of Power and Favour, and the 
Tories entirely at Mercy? But all this now 
ceaſes to be a Wonder, ſince the QuEEN Her 
ſelf is no longer ſpared ; witneſs the Libel pub- 
liſhed ſome Days ago, under the Title of A Let- 
ter to Jacob Banks, where the Reflections upon 
her Sacred Majeſty are much more plain and di- 
rect, than ever the Examiner thought fit to pub- 


1 


; 
1 


Part of Britain. 


fome Care be not taken to prevent it, 
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liſh againſt the moſt obnoxious Perſons in a Mi- 
niſtry, diſcarded for endeavouring the Ruin of 
their Prince and Country. Ceſar indeed threat- 


ned to hang the Pirates for preſuming to diſturb 


him while he was their Priſoner aboard their Ship: 
But it was Cæſar who did fo, and he did it to a 
Crew of Publick Robbers; and it became the 
Greatneſs of his Spirit; for he lived to execute 
what he had threatned. Had They been in his 
Power, and ſent ſuch a Meſſage, it could be im- 
puted to nothing but the Extreams of Impudence, 


Folly, or Madneſs. 


I Har a Letter laſt Week relating to Mr. 
Greenſhields, an Epiſcopal Clergyman of Scotland; 

and the Writer ſeems to be a Gentleman of that 
I remember formerly to have 
read a printed Account of Mr, Greenfhields's Caſe, 
who hath been proſecuted and ſilenced for no 
other Reaſon beſide reading Divine Service, after 
the Manner of the Church of England, to his 
own Congregation, which defired it ; although, 

as the Gentleman who writes to me ſays, there 
is no Law in Scotland againſt thoſe Meetings ; 
and he adds, that the Sentence pronounced a- 
gainſt Mr. Green/ſlields will ſoon be affirmed, if 
I'am 
altogether uninformed in the Particulars of this 
Caſe 3 and beides, to treat it juſtly, would not 


come 
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come within the Compaſs of my Paper; there. 
fore I could wiſh the Gentleman would under- 
take it in a Diſcourſe by itſelf; and I ſhould 
be glad he would inform the Publick in one 
Fact; Whether the Epiſcopal Aſſemblies are 
freely allowed in Scotland ? It is notorious that 
abundance of their Clergy fled from thence ſome 
Years ago into England and Ireland, as from a 
Perſecution; but it was alledged by their Ene- 
mies, that they refuſed to take the Oaths to the 
Government ; which however none of them 
ſcrupled when they came among us. It is ſome- 
what extraordinary to ſee our Hhigs and Fana- 
ticks keep ſuch a Stir about the Sacred Act of To- 
leration, while their Brethren will not allow a 
Connivance in fo near a Neighbourhood; efpe- 
cially if what the Gentleman inſiſts on in his 


| Letter be true, that nine Parts in ten of the No- 


bility and Gentry, and two in three of the Com- 
mons, be Epiſcopal; of which one Argument he 
offers, is the preſent Choice of their Repreſenta- 
tives in both Houſes, although oppoſed to the ut- 
moit by the Preachings, Threatnings, and Ana- 
thema's of the Kirk, Such Uſage to a Majority 
may, as he thinks, be of dangerous Conſequence ; 
and J entirely agree with him, If theſe be the 
Principles of the High Kirk, God preſerve at leaſt 
the Southern Parts from their Tyranny! 
TH E 
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——— H Garrit aniles 

Ex re fabellas. 
YT HAD laſt Week ſent me by an unknown 
I Hand a Paſſage out of Plato, with ſome 
Hints how toapply it. That Author puts a Fable 
into the Mouth of Ar:/tephanes, with an Account 
of the Original of Love. That, Mankind was at 
firſt created with four Arms and Legs, and all 
other Parts double to what they are now; till Ju- 
piter, as a Puniſhment for his Sins, cleft him in 
two with a Thunderbolt; ſince which Time we 
are always looking for our other Half; and this 
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is the Cauſe of Love. But Jupiter threatned, that 
if they did not mend their Manners, he would 
give them tother Slit, and leave them to hop 
about in the Shape of Figures in Bajo Relievo. 


The Effect of this laſt Threatning, my Corre- 


ſpondent imagines is now come to paſs; and, that 
as the firſt ſplitting was the Original of Love, by 
inclining us to ſearch out for our t'other Half, fo the 


ſecond was the Cauſe of Hatred, by prompting us 


to fly from our other Side, and dividing the fame 


Bedy into two, give each Slice the Name of a 


Party. „ 
I ArrROVE of the Fable and Application, 
with this Refinement upon it. For, Parties do 


not only ſplit a Nation, but every Individual a- 


mong them, leaving each but half their Strength, 


and Wit, and Heneſtv, and good Nature; but 


one Eve and Ear, for their Sight and Hearing, 


and equally Jopping the reſt of the Senſes. Where 


Parties are pretty equal in a State, no Man can 
perceive ore bad Quality in his own, or good one 
in his Adverſaries. Beſides, Party being a dry 


diſagreable Subject, it renders Converſation inſipid 


and ſower, and confines Invention. I ſpeak not 


here of the Leaders, but the inſignificant Brood 


of Followers in a Party, who have been the In- 


ſtruments of mixing it in every Condition, and 


Circumſtance of Life. As the Zealots among 
the 


The EXAMINER. 193 


the Jeu bound the Law about their Foreheads 
and Wriſts, and Hems of their Garments; to 
the Women among us have got the diſtinguiſhing 


Marks of Party in their Muffs, their Fans, and 
their Furbelows. The big Ladies put on their 


Patches in a different Manner from the Tories. 
They have made Schiſms in the Play- Houſe, and 
each have their particular Sides at the Opera 
And when a Man changeth bis Party, he muſt 
infallibly count upon the Loſs of his Miſtreſs. I 
asked a Gentleman t'other Day, how he liked 


ſuch a Lady? but he would not give me his Opi- 
nion, *till I had anſwered him whether ſhe were 
a Whig or Tory. 


Mr. %“ fince he is known 
to viſit che preſent Miniſtry, and lay ſome Time 
under a Suſpicion of writing the Examiner, is no 


longer a Man of Vit; his very Poems have con- 


tracted a Stupidity many Years after they were 
printed. 
HavinG lately ventured upon a Metaphorical 
Genealogy of Merit, I thought it would be pro- 
per to add another of Party, or rather of Faction 
(to avoid Miſtake) not telling the Reader, whe- 
ther it be my own or a Quotation, *till I know 
how it is approved : But whether I read or dieamt 
it, the Fable is as follows. 


| Vor. IX. | K 


LIBERTY. 
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IBERTY, the Daughter of Oppreffion, 
d after having brought forth ſeveral fair Chil- 
dren, as Riches, Arts, Learning, Trade, and many 
others ; was at laſi delivered of her youngefi Daugh- 
ter, called FACTION ; whom Juno, doing the Of. 
fice of Midwife, diſtorted in its Birth, out of Envy 
to the Mother; from whence it derived its Peeviſh- 
nes and Sickly Conſtitution. FHewcver, as it is 
often the Nature of Parents to grow m:/1 fond of 
their youngeſt and diſagreableft Children, ſoit hap- 
pened with Liberty, who doated on this Daughter 
to ſuch a degree, that by ber gozd Will ſbe would | 

never ſuffer the Girl to be out of her Sight. As Miſs | 
Faction grew up, ſhe became fo termagant and fro- 
ward, that there was no enduring her any longer in 
Heaven. Jupiter gave her warning to be gone; and 
her Mather, rather than forſake her, tock the whole 
Family dewn 19 Earth. She landed at firſt in 
Greece, was expelled by degrees through all the Ci- 
ties by her Daughter's ill Conduct; ſbe fled after- 
wards to Italy, and being baniſhed thence, took Shel- 
ter among the Goths, with whom ſhe paſſed into moſt 
Parts of Europe ; but being driven out every where, 
ſhe began to loje Eſteem; and her Daughter's Faults 
rwere iniputed to herſelf : So that at this Time he 
hath hardly a Place in the World ts retire to. One 
would wonder what ſtrange Qualities this Daugh- 


other. 
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ter muſt poſſeſs, ſufficient to blaſt the Influence of ſo 
divine a Mather, and the reſt of her Children: She 
always affected to keep mean and ſcandalous Com- 
pany ; valuing no Body, but juſt as they agreed with 
her in every capricious Opinion ſhe thought fit to take 
up; and rigorouſly exacting Compliance, although ſhe 
changed her Sentiments ever ſo often. Fer great 
Employment was to breed Diſcord among Friends 
and Relations; and make up monſtrous Alliauces be- 
tween theſe whoſe Dijpoſitions leaſt reſembled each 
A hoeever offered to contradid her, although 
in the moſt inſignificant Trifle, ſhe would be ſure to 
diſtinguiſb by ſome ignominious Appellation, and all:w 
them to have neither Henzur, Mit, Beauty, Learn- 
ing, Honeſty, or common Senſe. She intruded inte 
all Companies at the moſt unſcaſenabl: Times; mixt 
at Balls, Aſſemblies, and other Parties of Plaaſure; 
haunted every Coffee-houſe and Bookſeller”s Shop; 


and by her perpetual Talking filled ail Places with 


Diſturbance and Confufim. She buzzed about the 
Merchant in the Exchange, the Divine in his Pul- 
pit, and the Shopkeeper behind his Counter. Above 
all, fhe frequented Publick Aſſemblies, where ſhe 
ſat in the Shape of an obicene, ominous Bird, ready 
to prompt her Friends as they ſpoke. 


Ir I . this Fable of Fa cr io tight, 
it * to be applied to thoſe who ſet themſclves 
K 2 up 
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up againſt the true Intereſt and Conſtitution of 
their Country; which I wiſh the Undertakers for 
the late Miniſtry would pleaſe to take Notice of ; 
or tell us by what Figure of Speech they pretend 
to call fo great and unforced a Majority, with 
the QUrEx at the Head, by the Name of the 
Fa2tion: Which is not unlike the Phraſe of the 
Nonjurors, who dignifying one or two deprived 
Biſhops, and half a ſcore Clergymen of the ſame 
Stamp, with the Title of the Church of England, 
exclude all the reſt as Schi/maticks ; or like the 
Presbyteriens, laying the ſame Accuſation, with 
equal Juſtice, againſt the Eſtabliſhed Religion. 
AxD here it may be worth inquiring what are 
the Characteriſticks of a Faction; or how it is to 
be diſtinguiſhed from that great Body of the Peo- 
ple who are Friends to the Conſtitution? The 
Heads of a Faction, are uſually a Set of Upſtarts, 
or Men ruined in their Fortunes, whom ſome 
great Change in a Government, did at firſt, out 
of their Obſcurity, produce upon the Stage. "They 
aſſociate themſelves with thoſe who diſlike the old 
Eſtabliſhment, Religious and Civil. They are 
full of new Schemes in Politicks and Divinity; 
they have an incurable Hatred againſt the old 
Nobility, and ſtrengthen * heir Party by Depen- 
dents raiſed from the loweſt of the People; they 
have ſeveral Ways of working theinſelves into 
| Power; 
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Power; but they are ſure to be called when a 
corrupt Adminiſtration wants to be ſupportcd, 
againſt thoſe who are endeavouring at a Reforma- 
tion ; and they firmly obſerve that celebrated 
Maxim of preſerving P:wer by the ſame Arts it 


is attained, They act with the Spirit of thoſe. 


| who believe their Time is hut ſhort ; and their 
firſt Cire is to heap up immenſe Riches at the 
publick Expence ; in-which they have two Ends, 
beſide that common one of inſatiable Avarice ; 
which are, to make themſelves neceſſary, and to 
keep the Common- Wealth in Dependence : Thus 
they hope to compaſs their Deſign, which is, in- 
Read of fitting their Principles to the Conſtitu- 
tion, to alter and adjuſt the Conſtitution to their 
own pernicious Principles, 


IT is eaſy determining by this Teſt, to which 


Side the Name of Faction moſt properly belongs. 
But however, I will give them any Syſtem of 
Lawful or Regal Government, from Jll;am the 
Conqueror to this preſent Time, to try whether 

they can tally it with their late Models; except- 
ing only that of Cromiuell, whom perhaps they 
will reckon for a Monarch. 

IF the preſent Miniſtry, and ſo great a Majority 
in the Parliament and Kingdom, be only a Fac- 


tion; it muſt appear by ſome Actions which an- 
ſwer the Idea we uſually conceive from that Word. 
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Have they abuſed the Prerogative of the Prince, 
or invaded the Rights and Liberties of the Sub- 
jet? Have they offered at any dangerous Inno- 


vations in Church or State? Have they broached 


any Doctrines of Hereſy, Rebellion or T yranny ? 


Have any of them treated their Sovereign with In- 


ſolence, engroſſed and ſold all her Favours, or 


deceived her by baſe, groſs Miſrepreſentations of 


her moſt faithful Servants? Theſe are the Arts 
of a Faction; and whoever hath practiſed them, 
they and their Followers muſt take up with the 
Name. 5 | 
IT is uſually reckoned a V big Principle to ap- 
peal to the People ; but that is only when they 


have been ſo wiſe as to poiſon their Underſtandings 


before-hand : Will they now ſtand to this Ap- 
peal, and be determined by their Ver Populi, to 
which Side their Title of Faction belongs? And 
that the People are now left to the natural Free- 
dom of their Underſtanding and Choice, I be- 
lieve our Adverfaries will hardly deny. They 


will now refuſe this Appeal, and it is reaſonable 
they ſhould ; and I will further add, that if our 


People reſembled the old Grecians, there might 
be Danger in ſuch a Tryal. A pragmatical Ora- 
tor told a great Man at Athens, that whenever 
the People were in their Rage, they would cer- 


| tainly tear him to Pieces : Yes, ſays the other, and 


they 
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they will do the fame to you, whenever they are in 
their //its, But, God be thanked, our Populace 
is more merciful in their Nature, and, at preſent, 
under better Direction; and the Orators among 
us have attempted to confound both Prerogative 
and Law, in their Sovereign's Preſence, and be- 
fore the higheſt Court of Judicature, without any 
Hazard to theic Perſons, 
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Non oft ea medicina, cum ſane parti corporis ſeal- 
pellum adhibetur, atque integræ; carmficina eff 
ta, & crudelitas, Hi medentur Reipublice qui 
exſecent peſtem aliquam, tanquam ſtrumam Civi- 


atis. 


AM diverted from the general Subject of my 
Diſcourſes, to reflect upon an Event of a very 
extraordinary and ſurprizing Nature: A great 
Miniſter, in high Confidence with the Que s x, 
under whoſe Management the Weight of Affairs 
at preſent is in a great Meaſure ſuppoſed to lie; fit- 
ting in Council, in a Royal Palace, with a Dozen 
of the Chief Officers of State, is ſtabbed at the 
very 
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very Board, in the Execution of his Office, by 
the Hand of a French Papi/t, then under Exami- 
nation for High Treaſon. The Aſſaſſin redou- 
bles his Blow, to make ſure Work, and conclud- 
ing the * Chancellor was diſpatched, goes on with 
the ſame Rage to murder a Principal Secretary 
of State: And that whole Noble Aſſembly are 
forced to riſe, and draw their Swords in their 
own Defence, as if a wild Beaſt had been let looſe 

among them, 
Tn Is Fact hath ſome Circumſtances of Ag- 
gravation not to be parallelled by any of the like 
Kind we meet with in Hiſtory. Cæſar's Murder 
being performed in the Senate, comes neareſt to 
the Caſe; but that was an Affair concerted by 
great Numbers of the chief Senators, who were 
likewiſe the Actors in it, and not the Work of 
a vile, ſingle Ruffian. Harry the Third of France 
was ſtabbed by an Enthuſiaſtick Friar, whom he 
ſuffered to approach his Perſon, while thoſe who 
attended him ſtood at ſome Diſtance, His Suc- 
ceſſor met the ſame Fate in a Coach, where 
neither he nor his Nobles, in ſuch a Confine- 
ment, were able to deſend themſelves, In our 
Country, we have, I think, but one Inſtance of 
this Sort, which hath made any Noiſe; I mean 
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that of Felton, about fourſcore Years ago: But 
he took the Opportunity to ſtab the Duke of 


Buckingham in paſſing through a dark Lobby, 
from one Room to another: The Blow was 
neither ſeen nor heard ; and the Murderer might 
have eſcaped, if his own Concern and Horror, 
as it is uſual in ſuch Caſes, had not betrayed 
him. Beſides, that Act of Felton will admit of 
ſome Extenuation from the Motives he is faid to 
have had: But this Attempt of Guiſcard ſeems to 
have outdone them all in every heightening Cir- 
cumſtance, except the Difference of Perſons be- 
tween a King and a great Miniſter : For I give 
no Allowance at all to the Difference of Suc- 
ceſs (which however is yet uncertain and depend- 
ing) nor think it the leaſt Alleviation to the 
Cr.me, whatever it may be to the Puniſhment. 
1 AM ſenſible, it is ill arguing from Particulars 
to Generals ; and that we ought not to charge 
upon a Nation the Crimes of a few deſperate Vil- 
lains, it is ſo unfortunate to produce : Yet, at the 
fame Time it muſt be avowed, that the French 
have for theſe laſt Centuries been ſomewhat too 
liberal of their Daggers upon the Perſons of their 
greateſt Men; ſuch as the Admiral de Colony, 
the Dukes of Guiſe, Father and Son, and the two 
Kings I left mentioned. I have ſometimes won- 
dered how a People, whoſe Genius ſeems wholly 
e mn 
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turned to Singing, and Dancing, and Prating ; to 
Vanity and Impertinence; who lay ſo much Weight 


upon Modes and Geſtures ; whoſe Eſſentialities are 


generally ſo very ſuperficial ; who are uſually fo 
ſerious upon Trifles, and fo trifling upon what is 


ſerious ; have been capable of committing ſuch 
ſolid Villainies ; more ſuitable to the Gravity of 


a Spaniard, or Silence and Thoughtfulneſs of an 
Ttalian : Unleſs it be, that in a Nation naturally 
ſo full of themſelves, and of ſo reſtleſs Imagina- 


tions; when any of them happen to be of a mo- 


roſe and gloomy Conſtitution, that Huddle of con- 
fuſed Thoughts, for want of evaporating, uſu-- 
ally terminates in Rage or Deſpair. D' Avila 


obſerves, that Jacgues Clement was a Sort of Buf- 
foon, whom the reſt of the Friars uſed to make 


Sport with: But at laſt, giving his Folly a ſerious 
Turn, it ended in Enthuſiaſm, and qualified him 
for that deſperate Act of murdering his King. 

Bu r, in the Marquis de Guiſcard there ſeems 


to. have been a Complication of Ingredients for 


ſuch an Attempt: He had committed ſeveral 
Enormities in France ; was extremely prodigal 
and vicious ; of a dark melancholy Complexion, 
and cloudy Countenance, ſuch as in vulgar Phy- 
ſiognomy is called an I Logk, For the reſt, his 
Talents were very mean, having a fort of infe- 
rior Cunning, but very ſmall Abilities ; fo that a 
K 6 great 
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great Man of the late Miniſtry, by whom he was 


invited over, and with much Diſcretion raiſed at 
firſt Step from a profligate Popiſb Prieft to a Lieu- 
tenant-General and Colonel of a Regiment of 
Horſe, was forced at laſt to drop him for Shame. 


Hap ſuch an Accident happened under that 


Miniſtry, and to ſo conſiderable a Member of it; 
they would have immediately charged it upon the 
whole Body of thoſe they are pleaſed to call the 
Fafim. This would have been ſtyled a High- 
Church Principle; the Clergy would have been 
accuſed as Promoters and Abettors of the Fact; 
Committees would have been ſent to promiſe the 


Criminal his Life, provided they might have Li- 


berty to direct and dictate his Confeſſion ; and a 
Black Lift would have been printed of all thoſe 
who had been ever ſeen in the Murderer's Com- 
pany. But, the preſent Men in Power hate and 
deſpiſe all ſuch deteſtable Arts, which they might 
now turn upon their Adverſaries with much more 
lauſtbility, than ever theſe did their Honcurable 
Negotiations with Greg. 
AND here it may he worth obſerving how una- 


nimous a Concurrence there is between ſcme Per- 


ſons once in high Power, and a French Papr/t ; 
both agreeing in the great End of taking away 
Mr. Harley's Life, although differing in their 
Metllods: The firft proceeding by Subornation, 

the 
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the other by Violence; wherein Guiſcard ſeems 
to have the Advantage, as aiming no further than 
his Life ; while the others deſigned to deſtroy at 
once both That and his Reputation. The Ma- 
lice of both againſt this Gentleman ſeems to have 
riſen from the fame Cauſe; his diſcovering De- 
ſigns againſt the Government. It was Mr. Har- 
ley who detected the treaſonable Correſponder.ce 

of Greg, and ſecured him betimes; when a cer. 
| tain Great Man who ſhall be nameleſs, had, out 
of the Depth of his Politicks, ſent him a Caution 
to make his Eſcape ; which would certainly have 
| fixed the Appearance of Guilt upon Mr. Harley : 
But when that was prevented, they would have 
enticed the condemned Criminal with a Promiſe 
of a Pardon, to write and ſign an Accuſation 
againſt the Secretary. But to uſe Greg's own 
Expreſſion, His Death was nothing near ſo igno- 
minious, as would have been ſuch a Life that muſt 
be ſaved by proſtituting his Conſcience. The ſame 


Gentleman lies now ſtabbed by his other Ene- 


my, a Popiſh Spy, whoſe Treaſon. he hath diſco- 
vered. God preſerve the reſt of her Majeſty's 
Miniſters from ſuch Preteftants, and from ſuch 
Papiſts ! 

I $HALL take Occaſion to hint at ſome Parti- 
cularities in this ſurpriſing Fact, for the Saxe of 


thoſe at diſtance, or who may not be thoro:vþHly 
informed. 
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informed. The Murderer confeſſed in Newgate, 


that his chief Deſign was againſt Mr. Secretary 


St. John, who happened to change Seats with Mr. 


Harley, for more Convenience of examining the 


Criminal : And being asked what provoked him 
to ſtab the Chancellor? He ſaid, that not being 
able to come at the Secretary, as he intended, it 
was ſome Satisfaction to murder the Perſon whom 
he thought Mr. St. Jahn loved beſt. 

Ap here, if Mr. Harley hath ſtill any Ene- 
mies left, whom his Blood ſpilt in the Publick 
Service cannot reconcile ; I hope they will at leaſt 
admire his Magnanimity, which is a Quality 
eſteemed even in an Enemy: And, I think there 
are few greater Inſtances of it to be found in Sto- 


After the Wound was given, he was obſerv- 


ed neither to change his Countenance, nor diſ- 
cover any Concern or Diſorder in his Speech: 
He roſe up, and walked along the Room while he 
was able, with the greateſt Tranquillity, during 
the midſt of the Confuſion. When the Surgeon 
came, he took him aſide, and deſired he would 
inform him freely whether the Wound were mor- 


tal; becauſe in that Caſe, he ſaid, he had ſome 
Affairs to ſettle relating to his Family. The 


Blade of the Penknife, broken by the Violence 
of the Blow againſt a Rib, within a Quarter of 
an Inch of the Handle, was dropt out (I know 

| | | | not 
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not whether from the Wound, or his Clothes) 
as the Surgeon was going to dreſs him; he or- 
dered it to be taken up, and wiping it himſelf, 


gave it ſome body to keep, ſaying, he thought iz 


now properly belonged to him, He ſhewed no ſort 
of Reſentment, or ſpoke one violent Word 
againſt Guifcard ; but appeared all the while the 
leaſt concerned of any in the Company. A State 

of Mind, which in ſuch an Exigency, nothing 
but Innocence can give ; and is truly worthy of 


a Chriſtian Philoſopher. 


IF there be really ſo great a Difference in Prin- 
ciple between the High-flying Whigs, and the 
Friends of France ; I cannot but repeat the Que- 
ſtion, how come they to join in the Deſtruction of 
the fame Man? Can his Death be poſſibly for 


the Intereſt of Both? or have they Both the fame 
 Quarrel againſt Him, that he is perpetually diſ- 
covering and preventing the treacherous Deſigns 


of our Enemies? However it be, this great Mini- 
ſter may now fay with St. Paul, that he hath 
been in Perils by his own Countrymen, and in Perils 


by Strangers. 


In the midſt of fo melancholy a Subject, I can- 
not but congratulate with our own Country, that 
ſuch a ſavage Monſter as the Marquis de Guiſcard 


is none of her Production: A Wretch, perhaps, 


more deteſtable in his own Nature, than even 
| this 
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this barbarous Act hath been yet able to repreſent 
him to the World. For, there are good Reaſons 
to believe, from ſeveral Circumſtances, that he 


had Intentions of a deeper Dye than thoſe he i 


happened to execute ; I mean ſuch as every good 
Subject muſt tremble to think on. He hath of 


late been frequently ſen going up the Back-ftairs 


at Court, and walking alone in an outer Room 


adjoining to her Majeſty's Bed-chamber, He 


hath often and earneſtly preſſed for ſome time to 


have Acceſs to the QUEEN, even ſince his Cor- 
reſpondence with France; and he hath now given 
ſuch a Proof of his Diſpoſition, as leaves it eaſy 
to gueſs what was before in his Thoughts, and 
what he was capable of attempting. 

Ir is humbly to be hoped, that the Legiſlature 
will interpoſe on ſo extraordinary an Occaſion as 
this, and direct a Puniſhment ſome way propor- 

tionable to ſo execrable a Crime. 


Et quicunque tuum violavit vulnere corpus, 
Morie luat merita 
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De Libertate retinenda, qua certe nthil git dulcius, 
tibi aſſentior. 


HE Apologies of the ancient Fathers are 

reckoned to have been the moſt uſeful 
Parts of their Writings, and to have done greateſt 
Service to the Chriſtian Religion ; becauſe they 
removed thoſe Miſrepreſentations which had done 


it moſt Injury. The Methods theſe Writers took, 
was openly and freely to diſcover every Point of 


their Faith; to detect the Falſhood of their Ac- 
cuſers ; and to charge nothing upon their Ad- 


verſaries but what they were ſure to make good. 


This Example hath been ill followed of later 
Times: The Papr/ts ſince the Reformation uſing 


210 The EXAMINER. 
all Arts to palliate the Abſurdities of their Tenets, 
and loading the Reformers with a thouſand Ca- 
lumnies; the Conſequence of which hath been 
only a more various, wide, and inveterate Sepa- 

ration, It is the ſame Thing in Civil Schiſms : 
Al dig forms an Image of a Tory, juſt after the 
Thing he moſt abhors; and that Image ſerveth 
to repreſent the whole Body. 

I am not ſenſible of any material Difference 
there is between thoſe who call themſelves the 
Old IVhigs, and a great Majority of the preſent 
Tories; at leaſt by all I could ever find, from 
examining ſeveral Perſons of each Denomination. 
But it muſt be confeſſed, that the preſent Body 
of Whigs, as they now conſtitute that Party, is 
a very odd Mixture of Mankind ; being forced 
to enlarge their Bottom, by taking in every He- 
terodox Profeſſor either in Religion or Govern- 
ment, whoſe Opinions they were obliged to en- 
courage for fear of leſſening their Number; while 
the Bulk of the Landed-Men and People were 
entirely of the old Sentiments. However, they 
ſtill pretended a due Regard to the Monarchy and 
the Church, even at the Time when they were 
making the largeft Steps towards the Ruin of 
both: But not being able to wipe off the many 
Accuſations laid to their Charge, they endeavour- 
ed by throwing of Scandal, to make the Tories 
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appear blacker than themſelves ; that ſo the Peo- 
ple might join with them, as the ſmaller Evil of 
the two, 

Bur, among all the Reproaches which the 
Whigs have flung upon their Adverſaries, there is 
none hath done them more Service than that of 
| Paſſwe Obedience, as they repreſent it, with the 
Conſequences of Non-Reſiſtance, Arbitrary Power) 
Indefeaſible Right, Tyranny, Popery, and what not? 
There is no Accuſation which hath paſſed with 
more Plauſibility than this; nor any that is ſup- 
ported with leſs Juſtice. In order therefore to 
undeceive thoſe who have been miſled by falſe 
| Repreſentations, I thought it would be no im- 


proper Undertaking to ſet this Matter in a fair 


Light, which, I think, hath not yet been done. 
A Whig asks, whether you hold Paſſive Obedience ? 
| You affirm it: He then immediately cries out, 
you are a Facobite, a Friend of France and the 
Pretender; becauſe he makes you anſwerable for 
the Definition he hath formed of that Term, 
however different it be from what you underſtand. 
J will therefore give two Deſcriptions of Paſſive 
Obedience ; the firſt, as it is falſly charged by the 
Whigs ; the other, as It is really profeſſed by the 
Tories, at leaft by nineteen in 2 of all I 
ever converſed with, 

Paſfrue 
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Paſſiue Obedience as charged by the Wn 1 Gs. 


HE Doctrine of Paſſive Obedience is to be- 
lieve, that a King, even in a limited Mo- 
narchy holding his Power only from God, is 
only anſwerable to him. That, ſuch a King is 
above all Law ; that the cruelieſt Tyrant muſt 
be ſubmitted to in all Things; and if his Com- 
mands be ever fo unlawful, you muſt neither fly 
nor reſiſt, nor uſe any other Weapons than 
Prayers and Tears, Although he ſhould force 


your Wife or Daughter, murder your Children 


before your Face, or cut off five hundred Heads 


in a Morning for his Diverſion ; you are ſtill to 


wiſh him a long proſperous Reign, and to be pa- 
tient under all his Cruelties, with the ſame Re- 
ſignation as under a Plague or a Famine ; becauſe 
to reſiſt him would be to reſiſt God in the Per- 
ſon of his Vicegerent. If a King of England 
ſhould go through the Streets of Lenden, in order 
to murder every Man he met, Paſſive Obedience 
commands them to ſubmit, All Laws made to 
limit him ſignify nothing, although paſſed by his 
own Conſent, if he think fit to break them. 
God will indeed call him to a fevere Account; 
but the whole People, united to a Man, cannot 
preſume to hold his Hands, or offer him the leaſt 
Adtiue Diſebedience. The People were certainly 
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created for him, an] not he for the People. His 


next Heir, although worſe than what I have deſcrib- 

ed, although a Fool or a Madman, hath a Divine 
indefeaſible Right to ſucceed him, which no Law 
can diſannul; nay, although he ſhould kill his 
Father upon the Throne, he is immediately King 
to all Intents and Purpoſes; the Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown wiping off all Stains, But, whoſoever 
ſits on the Throne without this Title, although 
never fo peaceably, and by Conſent of former 
Kings and Parliaments, is an Uſurper, while there 
is any where in the World another Perſon who 


| hath a nearer Hereditary Right, and the whole 


Kingdom lies under mortal Sin until that Heir be 
reſtored ; becauſe he hath a Divine Title, which 
no Human Law can deſeat. 


T 11s and a great deal more hath, in a thouſand 
Papers and Pamphlets been laid to that Dectrine 
of Paſſive Obedience, which the Whigs are pleaſed 


to charge upon us, This is what they perpetually 


are inſtilling into the People to believe, as the 
undoubted Principle by which the preſent Miniſtry, 
and a great Majority in Parliament, do at this 
Time proceed. T lis is what they accuſe the 
Clergy of delivering from the Pulpits, and of 
preaching up as a Dcctrine abſolutely neceſſary to 


Salvation. And whoever aflirms in general, that 


Paſjroe 
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Paſſive Obedience is due to the Supream Power, 
he is preſently loaden by our candid Adverſaries 
with ſuch Conſequences as theſe. Let us there- 


| fore ſee what this Doctrine is, when ſtript of 


ſuch Miſrepreſentations; by deſcribing it as really 
taught and practiſed by the Tor ies; and then it 
will appear what Grounds our Adverſaries have 
to accuſe us upon. this Article, 


Paſſiue Obedience, as profeſſed and practiſed by the 
ToRIES. 


HEY think that in every Government, 
whether Monarchy or Republick, there 
is placed a ſupream, abſolute, unlimited Power, 
to which Paſſive Obedience is due. That, where. 
ever is entruſted the Power of making Laws, that 


Power is without all Bounds; can repeal or en- 


act at Pleaſure whatever Laws it thinks fit; and 
juſtly demands Univerſal Obedience and Non- 


reſiſtance. That, among us, as every Body 


knows, this Power is lodged in the King or Queen, 


together with the Lords and Commons of the 


Kingdom; and therefore all Decrees whatſoever, 
made by that Power, are to be actively or paſ- 
ſively obeyed: That, the Adminiſtration or exe- 
cutive Part of this Power is in England ſolely in- 
truſted with the Prince; who, in adminiſtring 

thoſe 
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Laws of late Years made to limit the Preroga- 
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thoſe Laws, ought to be no more reſiſted than 
the Legiſlative Power itſelf. But, they do not 
conceive the ſame abſolute Paſſive Obedience to be 
due to a limited Prince's Commands, when they 
are directly contrary to the Laws he hath con- 
ſented to, and ſworn to maintain. The Crown 


may be ſued as well 28 a private Perſon ; and if 


an arbitrary King of England ſhould ſend his 
Officers to ſeize my Lands or Goods againſt 
Law, I can lawfully reſiſt them. The Mini- 


ſters by whom he acts are liable to Proſecution 
and Impeachment, although his own Perſon be 


Sacred. But, if he interpoſe his Royal Autho- 


, rity to ſupport their Inſolence, I ſee no Remedy, 


until it grows a general Grievance, or until the 
Body of the People have Reaſon to apprehend it 
will be ſo; after which it becomes a Caſe of 
Neceſſity; and then I ſuppoſe, a free People 
may aſſert their own Rights, yet without any 
Violation to the Perſon or lawful Power of the 
Prince. But, although the Tories allow all this, 
and did juſtify it by the Share they had in the 
Revolution; yet they fee no Reaſon for entering 
upon ſo ungrateful a Subject, or raiſing Con- 


troverſies upon it, as it we were in daily Ap- 
prehenſions of Tyranny, under the Reign of fo 


excelient a Princeſs, and while we have ſo many 


ti ve. 
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tive. As to the Succeſſion; the Tories think 
an Hereditary Right to be the beſt in its own 


Nature, and moſt agreable to our old Conſti- 
tution; yet at the ſame Time they allow it to 


be defeaſible by Act of Parliament; and fo is 
Magna Charta too, if the Legiſlature think fit; 
which is a Truth ſo manifcſt, that no Man who 


underſtands the Nature of Government, can be 


in doubt concerning it. 


THreser I take to be the Sentiments of a great 
Majority among the Tories, with reſpect to Pa. 


ue Obedience: And if the Whigs inſiſt, from 
the Writings or common Talk of warm and ig- 


norant Men, to form a Judgment of the whole 
Body, according to the firſt Account I have here 
given ; I will engage to produce as many of their 
Side, who are utterly againſt Paſſive Obedience 


even to the Legiſlature ; who will aſſert the laſt 


Reſort of Power to be in the People, againſt 
thoſe whom they have choſen and truſted as their 
Repreſentatives, with the Prince at the Head; 
and who will put wild improbable Cafes to ſhew 
the Reaſonableneſs and Neceflity of reſiſting the 
Legiſlative Power, in ſuch imaginary Junctures. 
Than which however, nothing can be more idle ; 
for I dare undertake in any Syftem of Govern- 
ment, either Speculative or Practick, that was 

erer 
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ever yet in the World, from Plato's Republick 
to Harrington's Oceana, to put ſuch Difficulties 
as cannot be anſwered, 

ALL the other Calumnies raiſed by the Vie 
may be as eaſily wiped off: And I have Charity 
to wiſh they could as fully anſwer the juſt Accu- 
ſations we have againſt them. Dedwell, Hicks, 
and Lefly, are gravely quoted, to prove that the 
Tories deſign to bring in the Pretender; and it 
I ſhould quote them to prove that the ſame Thing 
is intended by the Figs, it would be full as rea- 
ſonable ; fince I am ſure they have at leaſt as 
much to do with Nonjurors as we. But, our 
Objections againſt the Vbigs are built upon their 
conſtant Practice for many Years, whereof I have 
produced a hundred Inſtances againſt any fingle 
one ; to which no Anſwer hath yet been attempt- 
ed, although I have been curious enough to look 
into all the Papers I could mcet with that are 
writ againſt the Examiner ; ſuch a Task, as I 
hope, no Man thinks I would undergo for any 
other End, but that of finding an Opportunity 
to own and rectify my Miſtakes; as I would 
be ready to do upon Call of the meane/t Adver- 


fary, Upon which Occaſion, I ſhall take Leave 


to add a few Words. 

I *LATTERED myſelf laſt Thurſday, from the 

Nature of my Subject, and the inoffenſive Manner 
Vol. IX, L I hand- 
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Thandled it, that I ſhou!d have one Week's 

Reſpite from thoſe mercileſs Pens, whoſe Severity 
will ſome Time break my Heart: But I am 
deceived, and find them more violent than ever. 
They charge me with two Lies, and a Blunder. 
The firſt Lie is a Truth, that Guifcard was in- 
vited over : But it is of no Conſequence: I do 
not tax it as a Fault; ſuch Sort of Men have 
often been ſerviceable : I only blamed the In- 
diſcretion of raiſing a profligate Abbot, at the 
firſt Step, to a Lieutenant General and Colonel 
of a Regiment of Horſe, without ſtaying ſome 
reaſonable Time, as is uſual in ſuch Cafes, un- 
til he had given ſome Proofs of his Fidelity, as 
well as of that Intereſt and Credit he pretended 
to have in his Country: But, that is ſaid to be 
another Lie, for he was a Papi, and could not 
have a Regiment. However, this other Lie is 


a Truth too; for a Regiment he had, and paid 


by us, to his Agent Monſieur Le Bas, for his 
Uſe. The third is a Blunder, that 1 ſay Guiſ- 
card's Deſign was againſt Mr. Secretary St. Fohn ; 


and yet my Reaſonings upon it are, as if it were 


perſonal againſt Mr, Harley. But I ſay no ſuch 
Thing, and my Reaſonings are juſt ; I relate on- 
ly what Grzi/card ſaid in Newgate, becauſe it was 


a Particularity the Reader might be curious to 
know (and accordingly it lies in a Paragraph by 


itlelt, 
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itſelf, after my Reflections) but I never meant to 
be anſwerable for what Guiſcard faid, or thought 
it of Weight enough for me to draw Concluſions 
from thence, when I had the Addreſs of both 
Houſes to direct me better: Where it is expreſſy 
ſaid, That Mr. Harley's Fidelity to her Majeſty, 
and Zeal for her Service, have drawn upon him 
the Hatred of all the Abettors of Popery and Fac- 
tian. This is what [ believe, and what 1 ſhall 


| ſick to. 


Bur alas, theſe are not the Paſſages which have 
raiſed ſo much Fury againſt me. One or two 
Miſtakes in Facts of no Importance, or a ſingle 
Blunder, would not have provoked them; they 
are not ſo tender of my Reputation as a Writer. 
All their Outrage is occaſioned by thoſe Paſlages 
in that Paper, which they do not in the leaſt pre- 
tend to anſwer ; and with the utmoſt Reluctancy 
are forced to mention. They take abundance of 
Pains to clear Guiſcard from a Deſign againſt - 
Mr. Harley's Life ; but offer not one Argument 
to clear their other Friends, who in the Buſineſs 
of Greg, were equally guilty of the ſame Deſign 
againſt the ſame Perſon ; whoſe Tongues were very 
Swords, and whoſe Penknives were Axes. 
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NUMBER KXXXIV. 


-===-=== Cunt hic etiam ſua præmia laudi ; 
Sunt lachryme rerum, & mentem mortalia tangunt. 


BEGIN to be heartily weary of my Em- 
ploy ment as Examiner; which I with the 
Miniſtry would conſider, with half ſo much Con- 


cern 2s I do; and aſſign me ſome other with Jeſs 
Pains, and a Penſion. There may ſoon be a Va- 
| cancy, cither on the Bench, in the Revenue, or 


in the Army, and I am equal qualified for each: 
But this Trade of Examining, I apprehend, may 
at one time or other go a7 to ſour my Tem- 


ber. I did lately propoſe that ſome of thoſe ix- 
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geniaus Pens, which are engaged on the other Side, 


might be employed to ſucceed me; and I under- 


took to bring them over for other Crawn ; but it 
was anſwered, that thoſe Gentlemen do much 
better Service in the Stations where they are. It 
was added, that abundance of Abuſes yet re- 
mained to be laid open to the World, which I had 
often promiſed to do, but was too much diverted 
by other Subjects, that came into my Head. 
On the other Side; the Advice of ſome Friends, 
and the I hreats of many Enemies, have put me 
upon conſidering what would become of me if 


Times ſbauld alter. This I have done very ma- 


turely, and the Reſult is, that I am in no man- 


ner of Pain. 


I grant, that what I have ſaid 


upon Occaſion, concerning the late Men in 
Power, may be called Satyr by ſome unthinking 
People, as long as that Faction is down; but it 
ever they come into Play again, I muſt give them 
warning before-hand, that I ſhall expect to be 2 
Favourite, and that thoſe pretended Advocates of 


theirs, will be Pillory'd for Libellers. 


For, I ap- 


peal to any Man, whether ever I charged that ; 
Party, or its Leaders, with one ſingle Action or 
Deſign, which (if we may judge by their former 
Practices) they will not openly profeſs, be proud 
of, and ſcore up for Merit, when they come a- 


2ain to the Head of Affairs? 


%4 


I faid, they were 


in- 


222 The EXAMINER. 


inſolent to the QuEEN; Will they not value 
themſelves upon I'hat, as bold Aſſertors of the 
People's Liberty? I affirmed, they were againſt 
a Peace; will they be angry with me for ſetting 
forth the Refinements of their Politicks, in pur- 
ſing the only Method left to preſerve them in 
power? I faid, they had involved the Nation 
in Debts, and ingroſſed much of its Money; 
they go beyond me, and boaſt they have got it 
ai, and the Credit too, I have urged the Proba- 
Hility of their intending great Alterations in Re- 
ligion and Government: If they deſtroy both at 
their next Coming, will they not reckon my 
{aretcliinz it, rather as a panegy brick than an 


From ? I ſaid, they had ſormerly a © Deſign | 


cnn Mr. Harley's Life: If they were now in 
Power, would they not immediately cut off 
his Head, and thank me for juſtifying the Since- 
rity of their Intentions ? In ſhort, there is nothing 


Lever faid of thoſe worthy Patriots, which may 


not be as well excuſed: Therefore, as ſoon as 
They reſume their Places, I poſitively defign to 
put in my Claim; and, I think, may do it with 
better Grace, than many of the Party who now 
make their Court to the preſent Miniſtry, I 
know two or three great Men, at whoſe Levees 


— 


* Vide EXAMINER 32, 
you 
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you may daily obſerve a Score of the moſt forward 
Faces, which every Body is aſhamed of, except 
thoſe who wear them, But I conceive my Pre- 
tenſions wi!l be upon a very different Foot : Let 


me offer a parallel Caſe. Suppoſe, King Charles | 


the Firſt had entirely ſubdued the Rebels at Naje- 
by, and reduced the Kingdom to his Obedience: 


— Whoever had gone about to reaſon, from the 


former Conduct of thoſe Saints, that if the Victc- 
ry had fallen on Their fide, they would have 
murdered their Prince, deſtroyed Monarchy and 
the Church, and made the King's Party compound 
for their Eſtates us Delinquents; ; would have been 
called a falſe, uncharitable Libeller, by thoſe very 
Perfons who afterwards gloried in all this, and 
called it the //5r4 of the Lord, when they happen- 
ed to ſucceed. I remember there was a Perſon 


Fined and Impriſoned for Scandalum Magnatum, 


becauſe he ſaid the Duke of York was a Papiſt; 
but when that Prince came to be King, and made 
open Proſeſſion of his Religion, he had the Juſtice 
immediately to releaſe his Priſoner, who in his 
Opinion had put a Compliment upon him, and 
not a Reproach: And therefore Colonel Titus, 
who had warmly aſſerted the ſame thing in Par- 
liament, was made a Privy-Counſellor, 
By this Rule, if that which, for ſome Poli- 
tick Reaſons, is now called Scandal upon the late 
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Miniſtry, prove one Day to be only an Abſtract 
of ſuch a Character as they will aſſume and be 
proud of; I think I may fairly offer my Preten- 
ſions, and hope for their Favour. And I am the 
more confirmed in this Notion by what I have 
obſerved in thoſe Papers, that come weekly out 
againſt the Examiner: The Authors are perpe- 
tually telling me of my Ingratitude to my Maſters; 
that I blunder, and betray the Cauſe; and write 
with more Bitterneſs againſt thoſe who hire me, 
than againſt the Whigs. Now I took all this at 
ſirſt only for ſo many Strains of Wit, and pretty 
Paradoxes to Civert the Reader ; but upon further 
thinking I fiad they are Serious, I imagined I 
had complimented the preſent Miniſtry for their 


dutiful Behaviour to the QUEEN ; for their Love 
of the old Conſtitution in Church and State; for 
their Generoſity and Juſtice ; and for their De- 
fire of a ſpeedy, honourable Peace: But it ſeems 


Lam miſtaken, and they reckon all this for Sa- 
tyr, becauſe it is directly contrary to the Practice 
of all thoſe whom they ſet up to defend, and ut - 
terly againſt all their Notions of a good Miniſtry. 
Therefore I cannot but think they have Reaſon 
on their ſide : For, ſuppoſe I ſhould write the 
Character of an Honeſt, a Religious, and a learn- 
ed Man, and fend the firſt to Newgate, the ſe- 


cond to the Grecian Coffee-hovſe, and the laſt to 
IFhite's ; 


N rr 
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White's ; would they not all paſs for Satyrs; and 


juſtly enough, among the Companies to whom 


they were ſent ? 


HAvinG therefore employed ſeveral Papers 
in ſuch Sort of Panegyricks, and but very few on 
what they underſtand to be Satyrs, I ſhall hence- 


forth upon Occaſion be more liberal of the 


latter ; of which they are like to havea Taſte in 
the Remainder of this preſent Paper. 

AMoNG all the Advantages which the King- 
dom hath received by the Jate Change of Mi- 


niſtry, the greateſt muſt be allowed the calling 


of the preſent Parliament, upon the Diſſolution of 
the laſt. It is acknowledged, that this excellent 
Aſſembly hath entirely recovered the Honour of 
Parliaments, which hath been unhappily proſti- 
tuted for ſome Years paſt by the FaQtious Pro- 
ceedings of an unnatural Majority, in Concert 
with a moſt corrupt Adminiſtration. It is plain, 


by the preſent Choice of Members, that the Elect- 


ors of England, when left to themſelves, do 
rightly underſtand their true Intereſt, The mo- 
derate }/higs begin to be convinced, that we have 
been all this while in wrong Hands; and that 
Things are now as they ſhould be. And as the 
preſent Houſe of Commons is the beſt Repreſenta- 
tive of the Nation that hath ever been. ſum- 
m—_—_ in our Memories; fo they have taken 

2 9 Cas 
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Care in their firſt Seflion, by that noble Bill of 
Qualification, that future Parliaments ſhould be 


compoſed of Landed Men ; and our Properties lie 
no more at Mercy of thoſe who have none them- 


ſelves, or at leaſt what is only tranſient or imagi- 


nary, If there be any Gratitude in Poſterity, the 
Memory of this Aſſembly will always be celebrat- 
ed ; if otherwiſe, at leaſt we, who ſhare in the 
Bleſſings they derive to us, ought with grateful 
Hearts to acknowledge them. 


I DESIGN, in ſome ſollowing Papers, to draw 


up a Lift (for I can do no more) of the great 
Things this Parliament hath already performed; 
the many Abuſes they have detected; their Juſtice 
in deciding Elections without Regard of Party; 
their Cheerfulneſs and Addreſs in raiſing Supplies 
for the War; and at the ſame Time providing 
fot the Nation's Debts ; their Duty to the Qu EEx, 


and their Kindneſs to the Church. In the mean 


Time I cannot forbear mentioning two Particu- 
Jars, which in my Opinion do diſcover, in ſome 


Meaſure, the "Temper of the preſent Parliament; 
and bear Analogy to thoſe Paſſages related by 


Plutarch, in the Lives of certain great Men ; 
which, as himſelf obſerveth, Although they be not 
of Actions which make any great Noiſe or Figure 
in Hiſtery, yet give more Light into the Characters 


of 
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of Perſons, than we could receive from an Account of 
their moſt renowned Atchievements. 

SOMETHING like this may be obſerved from 
two late Inſtances of Decency and good Nature, in 
that illuſtrious Aſſembly I am ſpeaking of. The 
firſt was, when after that inhuman Attempt upon 
Mr. Farl:y, they were pleaſed to vote an 


Addreſs to the QUEEN ; wherein they expreſs 


their utmoſt Deteſtation of the Fact; their bigh 
Eſteem and great Concern for that able Mi- 
nifter; and juſtly impute his Misfortunes to that 
Zeal for her Majeſty's Service, which had drawn 
pon him the Hatred of all the Abbettors of Popery 
and Faction. I dare affirm, that fo diſtinguiſhing 
a Mark of Honour and good Will from ſuch a 
Parliament, was more acceptable to a Perſon of 
Mr. Harly's generous Nature, than the moſt 
bountiful Grant that was ever yet made to a Sub- 
Ject ; ; as lier Majeſty's Anſwer, filled with gra- 
cious Expreſſions in his Favour, adds more to his 
real Gli, than any Titles ſhe could beſtow. 
The Prince and Repreſentatives of the whole 
Kingdom, join in their Concern for ſo important 
a Liſe. Theſe are the true Rewards of Virtue ; 
and this is the Commerce between noble Spi- 
rits, in a Coin which the Giver knows where to 
beſtow, and the Receiver how to value, although 
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neither Avarice nor Ambition would be able to 
comprehend its Worth. 

THe other Inſtance [ intended to produce of 
Decency and good Nature, in the preſent Houle 
of Commons, relates to their moſt worthy 


deſt Son; the Aſſembly, moved with a generous 
Pity for ſo ſenſible an Affliction, adjourned them- 
ſelves for a Week, that ſo good a Servant to the 
Publick might have ſome Interval to wipe away 
1 Father's Tears: And, indeed, that Gentle- 
man hath too juſt an Occaſion for his Grief 


by the Death of a Son, who had already ac- 
_ quired fo great a Reputation for every amiable 


Quality; and who might have lived to be fo 
great an Honour and an Ornament to his ancient 
Family. 


BEFORE I conclude, I muſt deſire one Fa- 
vour of the Reader; that when he thinks it worth 
his while to peruſe any Paper writ againſt the Exa- 


miner, he will not form his Judgment by any 


mangled Quotation out of it which he finds in 
ſuch Papers, but be fo juſt as to read the Paragraph 
teferred to; which I am confident will be found 
a ſufficient Anſwer to all that ever thoſe Papers can 
object. At leaſt I have ſeen above fifty of them, 


and never yet obſerved one ſingle Quotation tran - 


ſcribed with common Candor, 
THE 


Speaker; who having unfortunately loſt his ei- 
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1 | 
Nullo ſuo peccato impediantur, quo minus alterius 


peccata demonſtrare poſſint. 


HAVE been conſidering the old Conſtitu- 
tion of this Kingdom ; comparing it with 
the Monarchies and Republicks whereof we meet 
ſo many Accounts in ancient Story, and with 
thoſe at preſent in moſt parts of Europe: I have 


conſidered our Religion, eſtabliſhed here by the 


Legiſlature ſoon after the Reformation: I have 
likewiſe examined the Genius and Diſpoſition of 
the People, under that reaſonable Freedom they 
poſſels : Then I have turned my Reflections up- 

on 
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on thoſe two great Diviſions of I/hig and Tory, 
(which, ſome Way or other, take in the whole 


Kingdom) with the Principles they both profeſs, 


as well as thoſe wherewith they reproach one anc- 
ther. From all this, I endeavour to determine, 
from which Side her preſent Majeſty may rea- 
ſonably hope for moſt Security to her Perſon and 


Government; and to which ſhe ought, in Pru- 


dence, to truſt the Adminiſtration of her Affairs. 
If theſe two Rivals were really no more than Par- 
tics, according to the common Acceptation of 
the Word ; I ſhould agree with thoſe Politicians 
who think, a Prince detcendeth from his Digni- 
ty by putting himſelf at the Head of either; and 
that his wiſeit Courſe is, to keep them in a Bal- 
lance ; raiſing or deprefling either, as it beſt ſuit- 
ed with his Deſigns. But, when the viſible In- 


tereſt of his Crown and Kingdom lies on one 


Side; and when the other is but a Faction, rail- 
ed and ſtrengthened by Incidents and Intrigues, 
and by deceiving the People with falſe Repreſen- 
tations of "Things; he ought in Prudence to 
take the firſt Opportunity of opening his Subjects 
F yes, and declaring himſelf in favour of thoſe, 
who are for preſerving the Civil and Religious 
Rights of the Nation, wherewnh his own are 
fo inter woven. 


THIS 
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Tus was certainly our Caſe: For I do not 
take the Heads, Advocates, and Followers of the 
IVhigs, to make up, ſtrictly ſpeaking, a National 
Party ; being patched up of heterogeneous, incon- 
ſiſtent Parts, whom nothing ſerved to unite but 
the common Intereſt of ſharing in the -Spoil and 
Plunder of the People ; the preſent Dread of their 
Adverſaries, by whom they apprehended to be 
called to an Account, and that general Conſpi - 
racy, of endeavouring to overturn the Church 
and State; which, however, if they could have 
compailed, they would certainly have fallen out 
among themſelves, and broke in Pieces, as their 
Predeceſſirs did, after they deſtroyed the Mon- 
archy and Religion, For, how could a hig, 
who is againſt all Diſcipline, agree with a Prey. 
terian, who carries it higher than the Pap/?s 
themſelves ? How could a Socinian adjuſt his Mo- 
dels to either? Or how could any of theſe ce- 


ment with a Deift or Free-thinker, when they 


came to conſult upon Points of Faith ? Neither 
would they have agreed better in their Syſtems 
of Government ; where ſome would have been for 
a King, under the Limitations of the Duke of 
Venice; others for a Dutch Republick ; a third 
Party for an Ari/tecracy ; and molt of them all 
for ſome new Fabrick of their own contriving. 


Bur 
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Bur however, let us conſider them as a Party, 
and under thoſe general Tenets wherein they a- 
greed, and which they publickly owned, with- 
out charging them with any that they pretend to 
deny. Then, let us examine thoſe Principles of 
the Tories, which their Adverſaries allow them to 
profeſs, and do not pretend to tax them with any 
Actions contrary to thoſe Profeſſions : After which 
let the Reader judge from which of theſe two 


Parties a Prince hath moſt to fear; and whether her 


Majeſty did not conſider the Eaſe, the Safety, 
and Dignity of her Perſon, the Security of her 
Crown, and the tranſmiſſion of Monarchy to her 
Proteſtant Succeſſors, when ſhe put her Aﬀairs 
into the preſent Hands, 

SUPPOSE the Matter were not entire ; the 
Que +n to make her Choice; and for that End, 
ſhould order the Principles on both Sides to be 
fairly laid before her. Firſt, I conceive the hig: 
would grant, that they have naturally no great 
Veneration for crawned Heads; that they allow, 
the Perſon of the Prince may, upon many Oc- 
caſions, be reſiſted by Arms; and that they do 
not condemn the War raiſed againſt King Charles 
the Firſt, or own it to be a Rebellion, although 
they would be thought to blame his Murder. 
They do not think the Precrogative to be yet ſuf. 
— limited, and have therefore taken Care 

(as 
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(as a particular Mark of their Veneration for the 


illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover) to clip it cloſer a- 


gainſt the next Reign; which, conſequently, they 
would be glad to ſee done in the preſent: Not to 
mention, that the Majority of them, if it were 
put to the Vote, would allow, that they prefer a 
Commonwealth before a Monarchy. As to Re- 
ligion; their univerſal undiſputed Maxim is, That 
it ought to make no Diſtinction at all among 


Proteſtants ; and in the Word Protęſtant they in- 


clude every Body who is not a Papiſt, and who 
will, by an Oath, give Security to the Govern- 
ment. Union in Diſcipline and Doctrine, the 
offenſive Sin of Schiſm, the Notion of a Church 
and a Hierarchy, they laugh at as Foppery, Cant 
and Prieftcraft. They fee no Neceſſity at all 
that there ſhould be a National Faith ; and what 
we uſually call by that Name, they only ſtyle 


the Religion of the Magiſtrate. Since the Diſſen- 


ters and we agree in the Main, why ſhould the 
Difference of a few Speculative Points, or Modes 
of Dreſs, incapacitate them from ſerving their 


Prince and Country, in a Juncture when we 


ought to have all Hands up againſt the common 
Enemy ? And why ſhould they be forced to take 
the Sacrament from our Clergy's Hands, and in 
our Poſture ; or indeed why compelled to receive 

— 
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it at all, when they take an Employment which 
has nothing to do with Religion? 

THess are the Notions which moſt of that 
Party avow, and which they do not endeavour to 
diſguiſe or ſet off with falſe Colours, or complain 
of being miſrepreſented about. I have here plac- 
ed them on Purpoſe, in the fame Lizht which 
themſelves do, in the very Apologies they make 
tor what we accuſe them of : and how inviting 
even theſe Noctrines are, for ſuch a Monarch to 
cloſe with, as our Law, both Statute and Com- 


mon, underſtands a King of England to be, let 


others decide. But then, if to theſe we ſbou'd 
add other Opinions, which myſt of their own 
Writers juſtify, and which their univerſal Practice 
hath given a Sanction to; they are no more than 
what a Prince might reaſonably expect, as the 
natural Conſequence of thoſe avowed Principles. 
For, when ſuch Perſons are at the Head of Af- 
fairs, the low Opinion they have of Princes, 
will certainly lead them to violate that Reſpect 
they ought to bear; and at the ſame Time, their 
own Want of Duty to their Sovereign is largely 
made up, by exacting greater Submiſſions to them- 
ſelves from their Fellow- Subjects: It being indil- 
putably true, That the ſame Principle of Pride 
and Ambition makes a Man treat his Equals w.:h 
Inſolence, in the ſame Proportion as he affronts 


his 
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his Superiors ; as both Prince and People have 


5 ſufficiently felt from the late Miniſtry. 


THren, from their confeſſed Notions of Re- 
ligion, as above related, I ſee no wonder, why 
they countenanced not only all Sorts of Diſſen- 
ters, but the ſeveral Gradatiuns of Free thmkers 
among us (all which were openly enrolled in their 
Party ,) or why they were ſo very averſe from 
the preſent eſtabliſhed Form of Worſhip, which 
by preſcribing Obedience to Princes from the 
Topick of Conſcience, would be ſure to thwart 


all their Schemes of Innovation. 


Ons Thing I might add, as another acknow- 
ledged Maxim in that Party, and in my Opi- 
nion, as dangerous to the Conſtitution as any I 
have mentioned; I mean, That of preferring, 


on all Occaſions, the Moneyed Intereſt before the 


Landed; which they were ſo far from denying, 
that they would gravely debate the Reaſonableneſs 
and Juſtice of it; and at the Rate they went on, 
might in a little Time have found a Majority of 
Repreſentatives, fitly qualified to lay thoſe heavy 
Burthens on the reſt of the Nation, which them- 
ſelves would not touch with one of their Fin- 
gers. 

How EVE R, to deal any, there are 
ſome Motiv es which might compel a Prince un- 
der the Neceſſity of Affairs, to deliver himſelf 

| over . 
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over to that Party: They were ſaid to poſſeis 
the great Bulk of Caſh, and conſequently of 
Credit in the Nation; and the Heads of them 


had the Reputation of preſiding over thoſe So- 


cieties who have the great Direction of both: So 
that all Applications for Loans to the Publick 
Service, upon any Emergency, muſt be made 
through them; and it might prove highly dan- 
gerous to diſoblige them; becauſe in this Caſe, it 
was not. to be doubted, that they would be ob- 
ſtinate and malicious, ready to obſtruct all Affairs, 
not only by ſhutting their own Purſes, but by 
endeavouring to fink Credit, although with ſcme 
preſent imaginary Loſs to themſelves, only to 


ſhew it was a Creature of their own. 


From this Summary of J/hig Principles and 
Diſponitions, we find what a Prince may rea- 
ſonably fear and hope from that Party, Let us 


now very briefly conſider the Doctrines of the 


Teries, which their Adverſaries will not difpute, 
As they prefer a well-regulated Monarchy, before 
all other Forms of Government; ſo they think 
it next to impoſſible to alter that Inſtitution here, 
without involving our whole Iſland in Blood 
and Deſolation, They believe, that the Prero- 
gative of a Sovereign ought, at leaſt, to be held 
as ſacred and inviolable as the Rights of his Peo- 
ple; if only for this Reaſon ; becauſe, without a 
due 
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due Share of Power, he will not be able to pro- 
tet them. They think, that by many known 
Laws of this Realm, both Statute and Common, 
neither the Perſon, nor lawful Authority of the 
Prince, ought, upon any Pretence whatſoever, to 
be reſiſted or diſobeyed. Their Sentiments, in 
relation to the Church, are known enough, and 
will not be contraverted, being juſt the Reverſe 
to what I have delivered as the Doctrine and 
Practice of the 7/higs upon that Article. | 

Bur here I muſt likewiſe deal impartially too; 
and add one Principle as a Characteriſtick of the 
Tries, Which hath much diſcouraged ſome Princes 
from making Uie of them in Affairs. Give the 
Il bigs but Power enough to inſult their Sove- 
reign, engroſs his Favours to themſelves, and to 
oppreſs and plunder their Fellow- Subjects; they 
preſently grow into good Humour and good Lan- 
guage towards the Crown; profeſs they will 
ſtand by it with their Lives and Fortunes; and 
whatever Rudeneſſes they may be guilty of in 
private, yet they aſſure the World, that there 
never was ſo gracious a Monarch. But, to the 
Shame of the Tories, it muſt be confeſied, that 
nothing of all this hath been ever obſerved in 
them; in or out of Favour, you ſee no Altera- 
tion, farther than a little Cheerfulneſs or Cloud 
in their Countenances; the higheſt Employ ments 

can 
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can add nothing to their Loyalty ; but their 
Behaviour to their Prince, as well as their Ex- 
preffions of Love and Duty, are, in all Condi- 
tions exactly the ſame. 


Having thus impartially ſtated the avowed 


Principles of Mig and Tory; let the Reader 
determine, as he pleaſeth, to which of theſe two 
a wife Prince may, with moſt Safety to him- 


ſelf and the Publick, truſt his Perſon and his 


Affairs; and whether it were Raſhneſs or Pru- 
dence in her Majeſty to make thoſe Changes in 
the Miniſtry, which have been ſo highly ex- 
tolled by ſome, and condemned by others. 


THE 
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NUMBER XXXVI. 


Tres ſpecies tam diſſimiles, tria talia texta 
Una dies dedit exttio —— 


WRITE this Paper for the Sake of the 
Diſſenters, whom I take to be the moſt ſpread- 
ing Branch of the hig Party, that profeſſeth 
Chriſtianity ; and the only one that ſeems to be 
zealous for any particular Syſtem of it ; the Bulk 
of thoſe we call the Law Church being generally 
indifferent, and undetermined in that Point ; and 
the other Subdiviſions having not yet taken either 
the Old or New Teſtament into their Scheme, 
By the Diſenters therefore, it will eaſily be un- 
derſtood, 
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derſtood, that I mean the Presbyterians, as they 


include the Sects of Anabapti/ts, Independents, and 
others, which have been melted down into them 


fince the Reſtoration. This Sect, in order to 
make it felf National, having gone ſo far as to 
raiſe a Rebellion, murder their King, deſtroy 
Monarchy and the Church ; was afterwards brok- 
en in Pieces by its own Diviſions ; which made 


Way for the King's Return from his Exile. How- 
ever, the Zealous among them did till entertain 


Hopes of recovering the Demimin of Grace; 
whereof I have read a remarkable Paſſage, in a 
Book publiſhed about the Year 1661, and writ- 
ten by one of their own Side, As one of the 
Regicides was going to his Execution, a Friend 
asked him, Il Heiler he thaught the Cauſe would re- 
vide? He anſwered, The Cauſe is in the Beſam of 
Chriſt ; and as ſure as Chriſt roſe from the Dead, 


fo fure will the Caule revive alſo. And therefore 


the Nonconſormiſts were ſtrictly watched and re- 
ſtrained by Penal Laws, during the Reign of 


King Charles the Second; the Court and King- 


dom leokirg on them as a Fag7icn, ready to join 
in any Deſign againſt the Government in Church 


or State: And ſurely this was reaſonable enough, 


while ſo many continued alive, who had voted 


and ſought, and preached againſt both, and gave 
no Proof that hey had changed their Principles. 


The 
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The Nonconformiſis were then exactly upon the 
ſame Foot with our Nonjurors now, whom we 
double Tax, forbid their Conventicles, and keep 
under Hatches ; without thinking ourſelves poſ- 


ſeſſed with a perſecuting Spirit; becauſe we know 


they want nothing but the Power to Ruin us. 
'This, in my Opinion, ſhould altogether filence 
Diſſenters Complaints of Perſecution under King 
Charles the Second; or make them ſhew us 
wherein they differed, at that Time, from what 
our Facebites are now. 

T # £1 R Inclinations to the Church were ſoon 
diſcovered, when King James the Second ſucceed- 
ed to the Crown, with whom they unanimouſly 
joined in its Ruin, to revenge themſelves for that 
Reſtraint they had moſt juſtly ſuffered in the fore- 
going Reign ; not from the perſecuting Temper 
of the Clergy, as their Clamours would ſuggeſt, 
but the Prudence and Caution of the Legiſlature. 
The ſame Indulgence againſt Law, was made 
Uſe of by them and the Papiſis; and they ami- 
cably employed their Power, as in Defence of 
one common Intereſt. T 

Bor the Revolution happening ſoon after, 
ſerved to waſh away the Memory of the Rebel- 
lion; upon which, the Run againſt Popery was 
no doubt as juſt and ſeaſonable, as that of Fana- 
ticiſm aiter the Reſtoration: And the Dread of 

Vol. IX, M Popery, 
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Popery, being then our lateſt Danger, and conſe. 
quently the moſt freſh upon our Spirits, all 
Mouths were open againſt That; the D:/ſenters 
were rewarded with an Indulgence by Law ; the 
| Rebellion and King's Murder were now no long- 
er a Reproach ; the former was only a Civil War, 
and whoever durſt call it a Rebellion, was a Fa- 
cobite, and a Friend to France. This was the 
more unexpected, becauſe the Revolution being 
wholly brought about by Church of England 
Hands, they hoped one good Conſequence of it 
would be, the relieving us from the Incroachments 
of Diſſenters, as well as thoſe of Papifts ; fince 
both had equally Confederated toward our Ruin ; 
and therefore, when the Crown was new ſettled, 
it was hoped at leaſt that the reſt of the Conſtitu- 
tion would be reſtored. But this Affair took a 
very different Turn; the Diſſenters had juſt made 
a Shift to ſave a Tide ; and join with the Prince 
of Orange, when they found all was deſperate 
with their Protector King James. And, obſerv- 
ing a Party, then forming againſt the old Princi- 
ples in Church and State, under the Name of 
Mhigs and Low-Churchmen, they lifted themſelves 

of it, where they have ever ſince continued. 
IT is therefore, upon the Foot they now are, 
that I would apply myſelf to them, and deſire 
they would conſider the different Circumſtances 
at 
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at preſent, from what they were under, when 
they began their Deſigns againſt the Church and 
Monarchy, about ſeventeen Years ago. At that 
Juncture they made up the Body of the Party; 


and whoſoever joined with them from Principles 


of Revenge, Diſcontent, Ambition, or Love of 
Change, were all forced to ſhelter under their 
Denomination ; united heartily in the Pretences 
of a further and purer Reformation in Religion, 
and of advancing the great Mon (as the Cant 
was then) that God was about to do in theſe Na- 
tions; received the Syſtems of Doctrine and Dif. 
cipline preſcribed by the Scots, and readily took 
the Covenant; fo that there appeared no Diviſion 
among them, till after the common Enemy was 
ſubdued. 

Bur now their Caſe is quite otherwiſe ; and 
I can hardly think it worth being a Party, upon 


the Terms they have been received of late Years : 


For, ſuppoſe the whole Faction ſhould at length 
ſucceed in their Deſign of deſtroying the Church; 
are they ſo Weak to imagine, that the new 
Modelling of Religion would be put into their 
Hands? Would their Brethren, the Lou- Church. 
men and Free-thinkers, ſubmit to their Diſcipline, 
their Synods or their Claſſes, and divide the Lands 
of Biſhops, or Deans and Chapters, among Them? 
How can they help obſerving, that their Allies, 

NM 2 : inſtead 
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inſtead of pretending more Sanctity than other 
Men, are ſome of them for levelling all Religion ; 
and the reſt for aboliſhing it? Is it not manifeſt, 
that they have been treated by their Confeder- 
ates, exactly after the ſame manner as they 
were by King James II; made Inſtruments to 
ruin the Church, not for their own Sakes, but 
under a pretended Project of univerſal Freedom in 
Opinion, to advance the dark Deſigns of thoſe 
who employ them? For, excepting the Antimon- 


archial Principle, and a few falſe Notions about 
Liberty, TI fee but little Agreement betwixt them; 


and even in theſe, I believe it would be impoſ- 
ſible to contrive a Frame of Government, that 
would pleaſe them all, if they had it now in their 
Power to try. But however, to be ſure, the 
Presbyterian Inſtitution would never obtain. For, 
ſuppoſe they ſhould, in Imitation of their Prede- 
ceſſors, propoſe to have no King but our Saviour 
Chriſt; the whole Clan of Free-thingers would 


Immediately object, and refuſe his Authority, 


Neither would their Lou- Church Brethren uſe 
them better, as well knowing what Enemies they 
are to that Doctrine of unlimited Toleration, 
wherever they are ſuffered to preſide. So that 


upon the whole, I do not fee, as their preſent 


Circumſtances ſtand, where the Diſſenters can 
find better Quarter, than from the Church of 
England, | BESIDES» 
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er BrsrDes, Ileave it to their Conſideration, 

n; whether, with all their Zeal againſt the Church, 

ſt, they ought not to ſhew a little Decency ; and 

er- row far it conſiſts with their Reputation, to act 

ey in Concert with ſuch Confederates. It was rec- 

to koned a very infamous Proceeding in the preſent 

ut moſt Chriſtian King, to aſſiſt the Turk againſt the 

in Emperor : Policy, and Reaſons of State, were 

fe not allowed ſufficient Excuſes for taking Part 

n- with an Inffdel againſt a Believer, It is one of 

ut the Diſſcaters Quarrels againſt the Church, that 

1; She is not enough reformed from Popery ; yet 

f- they boldly entered into a League with Papiſis 

at and a Popiſb Prince, to deftroy Her, They pro- 

eir feſs much Sanctity, and object againſt the wick- 

he ed Lives of ſome of dur Members; yet they have 

Ty A been long, and ſtill continue, in ſtrict Cumbina- 

e- tion with Liber tines and Atheiſts, to contrive our Y 
ur Ruin, What if the Jews ſhould multiply, and — 
1d me a formidable Party among us ? Would — 
Ye the Diſepters join in Alliance with them likewiſe, $ 
fe becauſe they agree already in ſome general Prin- q 
"T7 ciples, and becauſe the Jeꝛus are allowed to be a 

As  feiffenecked and relellious Pecple ? 

* Ix is the Part of Wiſe Men to conceal their 

nt Paſſions, when they are not in Circumſtances of 

1 exerting them to Purpoſe. The Arts of getting 

. | 


Power, and preſerving Indulgence, are very dit- 
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ferent. For the former, the reaſonable Hopes of 
the Diſſenters ſeem to be at an End; their Com- 


rades the IFhigs and Free-thinkers, are juſt in a 


Condition proper to be forſaken ; and the Parlia- 
ment, as well as the Bocy of the People, will be 
deluded no longer. Beſides, it ſometimes happens 
for a Cauſe to be exhauſted and worn out, as 
that of the Mhigs in general ſeems at preſent to 


be : The Nation hath felt enough of it. It is 


as vain to hope reſtoring that decayed Intereſt, 
as for a Man of Sixty to talk of entring on a 
new Scene of Life, that is only proper for Youth 


and Vigour. New Circumſtances and new Men 


muſt ariſe, as well as new Occaſions, which are 
not like to happen in our Time. So, that the 
Diſſenters have no Game left, at preſent, but to 


ſecure their Indulgence In order to which, I will 


be fo bold to offer them ſome Advice. 

FI RS r, That until ſome late Proceedings be 
a little forgot, they would take Care not to pro- 
voke, by any Violence of Tongue or Pen, fo 
great a Majority, as there is now againſt them; 
nor keep up any longer that Combination with 
their broken Allies; but diſperſe themſel ves, and 


lie dormant againſt ſome better Opportunity: I 


have ſhewn, they could have got no Advantage 
if the late Party had prevailed ; they will cer- 
tainly loſe none by its Fall, unleſs through their 


own 
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ewn Fault. They pretend a mighty Veneration 
for the Qu EEx; let them give Proof of it, by 
quitting the ruined Intereſt of thoſe who have 
uſed her ſo ill; and by a due Reſpect to the Per- 
ſons ſhe is pleaſed to truſt at preſent with her Af- 
fairs: When they can no longer hope to govern, 
when ſtruggling can do them no good, and may 
poſſibly hurt them ; what is left but to be ſilent 


and paſſive ? 
SECONDLY, Although there be no Law (be- 


fide that of God Almighty) againſt Occaſional 
Conformity; it would be Prudence in the Diſſen- 
ters to uſe it as tenderly as they can: For, be- 


ſides the infamous Hypocriſy of the Thing itſelf ; 
too frequent Practice would perhaps make a Re- 
medy neceſſary. And after all they have ſaid to 
juſtify themſelves in this Point, it ſtill continues 
hard to conceive, how thoſe Conſciences can pre- 
tend to be ſcrupulous, upon which an Employ- 
ment hath more Power than the Love of Unity. 

Ix the laſt Place, I am humbly of Opinion, 
That the Diſſenters would do well to drop that 


| Leſſon they have learned from their Directors, of 


affecting to be under horrible Apprehenſions, that 
the Tories are in the Intereſt of the Pretender, and 
would be ready to embrace the firſt Opportunity 
of inviting him over. It is with the worſt Grace 
in the World, that they offer to join in the Cry 

M 4 upon 


248 The EXAMINER. 

upon this Article: As if thoſe who alone ſtood in 
the Gap againſt all the Encroachments of Popery 
and Arbitrary Pmucr, are not more likely to 


keep out both,. than a Sett of Schiſmaticks, who. 


to gratify their Ambition and Revenge, did, by 
the meaneſt Compliances, encourage and ſpirit 
up that unfortunate Prince, to fall upon ſuch 
Meatures, as muſt, at laſt, have ended in the 
Ruin of our Liberty and Religion. 

I wiſh thiſe who give themſelves the trouble to 
write 19 the Examiner, would conſider whether 
what they fend be proper for ſuch a Paper to take 


notice of I had cue Letter laſt Meet, written, as 


T fupfoſe, by a Divine, to defire I wiuld offer ſome 


Reaſons againſt a Bill now befire the Parliament 


fir Aſſerting the Tythe of Hops; frem which the 


Il riter apprehends great Damage to the Clergy, 


eſpecially the poorer Vicars : If it be, as he ſays, 


(and he ſeems to argue very reaſonably upon it) the 
Convocation now fitting, will, no doubt, upon due 
Application, repreſent the Matter to the Houſe of 


Commons; and he may expect all Fuftice and Fa- 
vcur from that Great Body, who have already ap- 
peared fo tender of their Rights. 

A Gentleman, likewiſe, who hath ſent me ſeve- 
ral Letters, relating to Perſenal Hardſhips he receiv- 


ed from ſome of the late Miniſtry, is adviſed to pub- 


liſh a Narrative of them ; they being too large, and 
nat proper for this Paper, „„ 


Se 
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Semper cauſe eventorum magis movent quam ia 
vbventa. 


AM glad to obſerve, that ſeveral among the 
I IVhigs have begun very much to change their 
Language of late. The Style is now among 
the reaſonable part of them, when tacy meet a 
Man in Buſineſs, or a Menger of Parliament; 
Mill, Gentlemen, if you go on s yeu have bitherto 
done, we ſhall no longer have any Pretence 10 cam- 
plain. They find, it ſeen:-. that thu: have been 
yer no Overtures mace to hing in the Pretender, 
nor any prep .catory Steps tow.:'..: it. They 
read no enſlaving Votes, nor B. lis vrought in to 
endanger the Suvjet, The Indulgence to 1eru- | 
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pulous Conſciences, is again canfirmed from the 
Throne, inviolably preſerved, and not the leaſt 
Whiſper offered that may affect it. All Care is 
taken to ſupport the War; Supplies chearfully 
granted, and Funds readily ſubſcribed to, in 
ſpight of the little Arts made uſe of to diſcredit 
them. The juſt Reſentments of ſome, which 
are laudable in themſelves, and which at another 
Juncture it might be proper to give way to, 
have been ſoften'd or diverted by the Calmneſs of 
others. So that upon the Article of preſent Ma- 
nagement, I do not ſee how any Objection of 
Weight can well be raiſed. 

How EVER, our Adverſaries ſtill alledge, that 
this great Succeſs was wholly unexpected, and 
out of all probable View. That, in publick Af. 
fairs, we ought, leaſt of all other, to judge by 
Events; That, the Attempt of changing a Mi- 
niſtry, during the Difficulties of a long War, 
was raſh and inconſiderate: That, if the QuEEN 
were dipoſed by her Inclinations, or from any 
perſonal Diſlike, for ſuch a Change, it might 
have been done with more Safety in a Time of 
Peace: That, if it had miſcarried by any of 
thoſe Incidents, which in all Appearance might 


have intervened, the Conſequences would per- 


haps have ruined the whole Confederacy; and 
| therefore, 
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therefore, however it hath now ſucceeded, the 
Experiment was too dangerous to try. 

Bur this is what we can by no means allow 
them. We never will admit Raſhneſs or Chance 
to have produced all this Harmony and Order. 
It is viſible to the World, that the ſeveral Steps 
towards this Change were ſlowly taken, and with 
the utmoſt Caution. The Movers obſerved as they 
went on, how Matters would bear ; and advanc- 


cl no farther at firſt, than ſo as they might be 


able to ſtop or go back, if Circumſtances were 
not mature. Things were grown to ſuch a 


Height, that it was no longer the Queſtion, 


whether a Perſon who aimed at an Employment 
were a I/hig or a Tory; much leſs, whether he 
had Merit or proper Abilities for what he pretend- 
ed to : He muſt owe his Preferment only to the 
Favourites ; and the Crown was fo far from-Ne- 
minating, that they would not allow it a Negative. 
This, the QUEEN was reſolved no longer to 
endure ; and began to break into their Preſcrip+ 
tion, by beſtowing one or two Places of Conſe- 
quence, without conſulting her Ephori; after they 
had fixed them for others, and concluded as uſual- 
ly, that all their Buſineſs was to ſignify their 
Pleaſute to her Majeſty, But, although the Per- 
ſons the QUEEN. had choſen, were ſuch as no 
Objection could well be raiſed againſt, upon the 
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Score of Party, yet the Oligarchy took the Alarm; 
their Sovereign Authority was, it ſeems, called in 
Queſtion; they grew into Anger and Diſcontent, 
as if their undoubted Rights were violated. All 
former Obligations to their Sovereign now be- 
came cancelled; and they put themſelves upon 
the Foot of People, who were hardly uſed after 
the moſt eminent Services. 

I BELIEVE, all Men who know any thing 
in Politicks, will agree, that a Prince thus treat- 
ed by thoſe he hath moſt confided in, and per- 
petually loaded with his. Favours, ought to extri- 
cate himſelf as ſoon as poſſible ; and is then only 
blameable in his Choice of Time, when he defers 
one Minute after it is in his Power ; .becauſe, 
from the monſtrous Encroachments of exorbitant 
| Avarice and Ambition, he cannot tell how long 
it may continue to be ſo. And it will be found, 
upon enquiring into Hiſtory, that moſt of thoſe 


Princes, who have been ruined by Favourites, 


have owed their Misfortune to the Neglect of 


early Remedies ; deferring to ſtruggle until they 


were quite ſunk, 

Tus I/higs are every Day curſing the un- 
governable Rage, the haughty Pride, and unſati- 
able Covetouſne's of a certain Perſon, as the Cauſe 
of their Fall; aud are apt to tell their Thoughts, 
that one ſs le Remaval might have ſet all T hings 

| right, 
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right, But the Intereſts of that ſingle Perſon were 
found upon Experience, ſo complicated and woven 
with the reſt, by Love, by Awe, by Marriage, 
by Alliance ; that they would rather confound 
Heaven and Earth, than diſſolve ſuch an Union. 

I Have always heard and underſtood, that 


a King of England, poſſeſſed of his People's 


Hearts; at the Head of a Free Parliament, and 
in full Agreement with a great Majority, made 


the true F igure in the World that ſuch a Monarch 


ought to do; and purſued tie real Intereſt of him- 
ſelf and his Kingdom, Will they allow her Ma- 


And was it not plain by the Addrefles ſent from 
all Parts of the Iſland, and by the viſible Diſ- 
poſition of the People, that ſuch a Parliament 


would undoubtedly be choſen? And fo it proved, 
without the Court's uſing any Arts to influence 


Elections. 


War People then are theſe in a Corner, 


to whom the Conſtitution muſt truckle? If the 


whole Nation's Credit cannot ſupply Funds for 


the War, without humble Application from the 


entire Legiſlature to a few Retaulers of Money; 


it is high time we ſhould ſue for a Peace. What 
new Maxims are theſe, which neither we nor 
our Forefathers ever heard of before, and which 


no wiſe Inſtitution would ever allow? Muſt our 
„„ = 


jeſty to be in thoſe Circumſtances at preſent? 
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Laws from henceforward pa- the Bank and Eaſt. 
India Company, or have their Royal Ajjent be- 
fore they are in Force ? 

To hear ſome of theſe worthy Reaſoners talk- 
ing of Credit; that ſhe is ſo nice, ſo ſqueamiſh, 
ſo capricious; ycu would think they were de- 
| ſcribing a Lady troubled with Vapours or the 
Cholick, to be only remuved by a Courſe of 
Stecl, or fruallowing a Bullet. By the Narrowneſs 
of their Fhoughits, one would imagine they con- 
ceived the Worid to be no wider than Exchange- 
| Alley. It is probable I hey may have ſuch a ſickly 
Dame among them; and it is well if ſhe: hath 
no worſe Diſeaſes, conſ:dering what Hands ſhe 
paſſes through. But, the National Credit is of 
another Complexion ; of ſound Health, and an 
even Temper; her Life and Exiſtence being a 
Quinteſſence drawn from the Vitals of the whole 
Kingdom. And we find theſe Money-Politicians, 
after ail their Noiſe, to be of the ſame Opinion, 
by the Court they paid her, when ſhe lately ap- 
peared to them in the Form of a Lottery. 

As to that mighty Error in Politicks they 
charge upon the QUEEN, for changing her Mi. 
 niſtry in the Height of a War, I ſuppoſe it is 
only looked upon as an Error under a VH higgi/h 
Adminiftratim ; otherwiſe the late King had much 
to anſwer for, who did it pretty frequently. And 

it 
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it is well known, that the late Miniſtry, of 
Famous Memory, was brought in during the pre- 
ſent War; only with this Circumſtance, that 
two or three of the Chief did firſt change their 
own Principles, and then took in luitable Com- 
panions, 

Bor however, I ſee no Reaſon why the 


Tories ſhould not value their Wiſdom by Events, 


as well as the //higs. Nothing was ever thought 
a more precipitate raſh Counſei, than that of al- 
tering the Coin at the Juncture it was done; yet 
the Prudence of the Undertaking was ſufficiently 
juſtified by the Succeſs. Perhaps it will be ſaid, 
that the Attempt was neceſſary, becauſe the whole 
Species of Money was ſo grievouſly Clipped and 


Counterfeit. And is not her Majeſty's Authority 


as Sacred as her Coin? And hath not that been 
moſt ſcandalouſly Clipped and Mangled ; and of- 
ten Counterfeited too ? 


IT is another grievous Complaint of the Whigs, * 


that their late Friends, and the whole Party, are 
treated with Abundance of Severity in Print; and 
in particular by the Examiner. They think it 


hard, that when they are wholly deprived of 


Power, hated by the People, and out of all Hope 
of re-eſtabliſhing themſelves; their Infirmities 
ſhould be ſo often difplayed, in order to render 
them yet more odious to Mankind. This is what 
b they 
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they employ their Writers to ſet forth in their 
Papers of the Week ; and it is Humourſome e- 
nough to obſerve one Page taken up in railing at 
the Examiner for his Invectives againſt a diſcarded 
Miniſtry; and the other Side filled with the 
falſeſt and vileſt Abuſes, againſt thoſe who are 
now in the higheſt Power and Credit with their 


Sovereign; and whoſe leaſt Breath would ſcatter 


them into Silence and Obicurity. However, al- 
though I have indeed often wondered to ſee fo 


much Licentiouſneſs taken and connived at, and 
am ſure it would not be ſuffered in any other 


Country of Chriitendom ; yet, I never once in- 
voked the Aſiiftance of the Goal or the Pllory, 


which u;:0n the leaſt Provocation, was the uſual 


Style during their Tyranny, There hath not 
paſſed a Week theie twenty Years without ſome 
malicious Paper ſcattered in every Coffee-Houſe 
by the Emiſiaries of that Party, whether it were 
dien © 1p. I beiieve, they will not pretend to 
object tie ſamg ling to us. Nor do I remem- 
ber any conſtant \\cekly Paper, with Reflec- 
tions on the late Miniſtry or Junto. They have 
many weak, deicnceieſs Parts; they have not 
been uſed to a rezular Attack, and therefore it 
is, that they are ſo ill able to cndure one, 
when it comes to be their 'Curn, So that they 


complain more of a few Months Truths from 


us, 
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us, than we did of all their Lies, and for twice 
as many Yeals. 
I cannot forbear obſerving upon this Oc- 


caſion, that thoſe worthy Authors I am ſpeaking 
of, ſeem to me not fairly to repreſent the Senti- 


ments of their Party; who, in diſputing with 
us, do generally give up ſeveral of the late Mi- 
niſtry ; and freely own many of their Failings, 
They confeſs the monſtrous Debt upon the Navy, 


to have been cauſed by moſt ſcandalous Miſma- 


nagement: They allow the[nſo/ence of ſame, and 
the Avarice of others, to have been inſupportable: 


But theſe Gentlemen are moſt liberal in their 
Praiſes to thoſe Perſons, and upon thoſe very 
Articles, where their wiſeſt Friends give up the 


Point, They gravely. tell us, that ſuch 4 one 
was the moſt faithful Servant ever any Prinde 
had ; another the moſt dutiful, a third the moſt 


generous, and a fourth of the greateſt Integrity. 


So that I look upon theſe Champions, rather as 


retained by a Cabal than a Party ; which I de- 


fire the reaſonable Men n them 0 pleaſe 
to conſider. 


THE 


(258) 


EE POTCEP ITED. 


1E E 


E XAMIN E R. 


NUMBER XXXVII. 


— — _ — 


Indig num oft in ea croitate, gue legibus continetur, 


— a legibus. 


HAVE been often conſidering how it comes 
to paſs, that the Dexterity of Mankind in 
Evil, ſhould always outgrow, not only the Pru- 
dence and Caution of private Perſons, but the con- 
tinual Expedients of the wiſeſt Laws contrived to 
prevent it. I cannot imagine a Knave to poſiefs 


a greater Share of natural Wit or Genius, than 


an honeſt Man, I have known very notable 
Sharpers at Play, who upon all other Occaſions 
were as great Dunces, as Human Shape can well 
allow; and, I believe, the ſame might be ob- 
ſerved among the other Knots of Thivecs and 
Pick- 


_ poſſible, without the Shame, or, at leaft, with- 
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Pick-pockets about this Town. The Propoſition 
however is certainly true, and to be confirmed 


buy an hundred Inſtances. A Scrivener, an At- 


torney, a Stock- Jobber, and many other Rerail- 
ers of Fraud, ſhall not only be able to over-reach 
others, much wiſer than themſelves ; but find 
out new Inventions, to elude the Force of any 
Law made againſt them. I ſuppoſe the Reaſon 
of this may be, that as the Aggreſſor is ſaid to 
have generally the Advantage of the Defender ; 
ſo, the Makers of the Law, which is to defend 
our Rights, have uſually not fo much Induſt ry 
or Vigour, as thoſe whoſe Intereſt leads them to 


attack it. Beſides, it rarely happens that Men are 
rewarded by the Publick for their Juſtice and Vir- 


tue; neither do thoſe, who act upon ſuch Princi- 
ples, expect any Recompence until the next 
World : Whereas Fraud, where it ſucceeds, gives 
preſent Pay ; and this is allowed the greateſt Spur 


imaginable both to Labour and Invention, When 


a Law is made to ſtop ſome growing Evil, the 
Wits of thoſe, whoſe Intereſt it is to break it 
with Secrecy or Impunity, are immediately at 
Work ; and even among theſe who pretend to 

fairer Characters, many would gladly find Means 
to avoid, what they would not be thought to vi- 
olate, They deſite to reap the Advantage, if 


out 
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out the Danger. This Art is what I take that 
dextrous Race of Men, ſprung up ſoon after the 
| Revolution, to have ſtudied with great Applica- 
tion ever ſince; and to have arrived at great Per- 
ſection in it. According to the Doctrine of ſame 
Remiſh Caſuiſts, they have found out Quam prope 
ad peccatum fine pecc ato peſſint accedere. They can 
tell how to go within an Inch of an Impeachment, 
and yet come back untouched. They know 
what Degree of Corruption will juſt forfeit an 
Employment, and whether the Bribe you receive 
be ſufficient to ſet you right, and put ſomething 
in your Pocket beſides. How much, to a Pen- 
ny, you may ſaſely cheat the Qu E EN, whe- 
ther forty, fifty, or ſixty per Cent. according to 
the Station you are in, and the Diſpoſitions of the 
Perſons in Office, below and above you. They 
have computed the Price you may ſecurely take 
_ er give for a Place, or what Part of the Salary 
you ought to reſerve. They can diſcreetly diſtrĩ- 


bute five hundred Pounds in a ſmall Borough, 


without any Danger from the Statutes, againſt 
bribing Elections. They can manage a Bargain 
for an Office, by a third, foyrth, or fifth Hand ; 


ſo that you ſhall not know whom to accuſe ; 


they can win a thouſand Guineas at Play, in 
ſpight of the Dice, and ſend away the Loſer ſa- 
tished : They can paſs the moſt exorbitant Ac- 

| counts, 


. anda ed. * 


The EXAMINER 26 
counts, overpay the Creditor with half his De- 
mands, and fink the reſt. 

TT would be endleſs to relate, or rather in- 
deed ' impoſſible to diſcover, the ſeveral Arts 
which curious Men have found out to enrich 
themſelves, by defrauding the Publick, in defi- 
ance of the Law. The Military Men, both by 
Sea and Land, have equally cultivated this moſt 
uſeful Science: Neither hath it been altogether 
neglected by the other Sex; of which, on the 
_ contrary, I could produce an Inſtance, that would 
make ours Bluſh to be fo far out- done. 

BES1I DES, to confeſs the Truth, our Laws 
themſelves are extremely defective in many Ar- 
ticles, which I take to be one ill Effect of our beſt 
Poſſeſſion, Liberty. Some Years ago, the Am- 
baſſador of a great Prince was arreſted, and Out- 
rages committed on his Perfon in our Streets, 
without any Poſſibility of Redreſs from Weſtmin- 
fler-Hall, or the Prerogative of the Sovereign ; 
and the Legiſlature was forced to provide a Re- 
medy againft the like Evil in Times to come, A 
Commiſſioner of the Stamped Paper was lately 
diſcovered to have notorioufly cheated the Pub- 
lick of great Sums for many Years, by counter- 
feiting the Stamps, which the Law had made Ca- 
pital : But the Aggravation of his Crime, proved 
to be the Cauſe that ſaved his Life; and that ad 


ditional 
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ditional height'ning Circumſtance of betraying his 
Truſt, was found to be a legal Defence. I am 
aſſured, that the notorious Cheat of the Brewers 


at Portſmouth, detected about two Months ago in | 
Parliament, cannot by any Law now in Force 7 
be puniſhed in a Degiee equal to the Guilt and > 
Infamy of it. Nay, what is almoſt incredible, f 
had Guiſcard ſurvived his deteſtable Attempt up- 4 
on Mr. Harley's Perſon, all the inflaming Cir- G 
cumſtances of the Fact would not have ſufficed, p 
in the Opinion of many Lawyers, to have pu- p: 
niſhed him with Death ; and the Publick muſt ar 
have lain under this Dilemma, either to condemn 

him by a Law ex yt Facts (which would have y 
been of dangerous Conſequence, and from an ig- th 
nominious Precedent) or undergo the Mortifica- [2 
tion to ſee the greateſt Villain upon Earth eſcape 6 
unpuniſhed, to the infinite Triumph and Delight BD 
of Popery and Factim. But even this is not to as 


be wondered at, when we conſider, that of all the 
Inſolences offered to the QUEEN ſince the Act of 
Indemnity, (at leaſt, that ever came to my Ears) 
I can hardly inſtance above two or three, which, 
by the Letter of the Law could amount to High 
Treaſon. 
FROM theſe Defects in our Laws, and the 
Want of ſome diſcretionary Power fafely lodged, 
to exert upon Emergencies ; as well as from the 
T FOI great 
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great Aquirements of able Men, to elude the Pe- 
nalties of thoſe Laws they break ; it is no wonder 
that the Injuries done to the Publick are fo ſel- 
dom redrefſed But beſides, no Individual ſuffers, 
by any Wrong he doth the Commonwealth, 
in Proportion to the Advantage he gains by do- 
ing it. There are ſeven or eight Millions who 


contribute to the Loſs, while the whole Gain is 


ſunk among a few, The Damage ſuffered by the 


Publick, is not ſo immediately or hear ily felt by 


particular Perſons ; and the Zeal of Proſecution is 
apt to drop and be loſt among Numbers. 

Bu r, imagine a Set of Politicians for many 
Years at the Head of Affairs, the Game viſibly 
their own, and by Conſequence acting with great 
Security; may not theſe be ſometimes tempted 
to forget their Caution, by length of Time, by 
exceſs of Avarice and Ambition, by the Inſolence 
or Violence of their Nature, or perhaps by a 
meer Contempt for their Adverſaries? May not 
ſuch Motives as theſe put them often upon Acti- 
ons directly againſt the Law, ſuch as no Evaſions 


can be found for, and which will lay them fully 


open to the Vengeance of a prevailing Intereſt, 
whenever they are out of Power? It is anſwered 
in the Affirmative. And here we cannot refuſe 
the late Miniſtry their due Praiſes; who foreſee- 
ing a Storm, provided for their own Safety by 

two 
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two admirable Expedients, by which, with great 
Prudence, they have eſcaped the Puniſhments 
due to pernicious Counſels and corrupt Manage- 
ment. The firſt was, to procure, under Preten- 
ces hardly ſpecious, a general Act of Indemnity, 
which cuts off all Impeachments. The ſecond 
was yet more refined : Suppoſe, for Inſtance, a 
Counſel is to be purſued, which is neceſſary to 
carry on the dangerous Deſigns of a prevailing 
Party, to preſerve them in Power, to gratify the 
unmeaſurable Appetites of a few Leaders, Civil 
and Military, although by .hazarding the Ruin of 
the whole Nation: This Counſel, deſperate in it 
ſelf, unprecedented in the Nature of it, they pro- 
cure a Majority to form into an Addreſs, which 
makes it look like the Senſe of the Nation. Un- 


der that Shelter they carry on the Work, and 


lie ſecure againſt After-Reckonings. 
I mMvusT be ſo free to tell my Meaning in 


this; that among other Things, I underſtand it 


of the Addreſs made to the QUEEN about three 


Years ago, to. deſire that her Majeſty would not 


content to a Peace, without the entire Reſtituti- 
on of Spain, A Frocecding, which to People a- 
broad, muſt look like the higheſt Strain of Te- 
merity, Folly, and Gaſconade. But we at home, 
who allow the Frumoters of that Advice to be 
no Fools, can eaſily comprzhend the Depth and 

Myſtery 
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Myſtery of it. They were aſſured by this 


Means, to pin down the War upon us; conſe- 


quently to increaſe their own Power and Wealth, 
and multiply Difficulties on the Qu EE N and 
Kingdom, until they had fixed their Party too 
firmly to be ſhaken, whenever they ſhould find 
themſelves diſpoſed to reverſe their Addreſs, and 


give us Leave to wiſh for a Peace. 


IF any Man entertain a more favourable Opi- 
nion of this monſtrous Step in Politicks, I would 
ask him what we muſt do, in Caſe we find it 


_ impoſſible to recover Spain? Thoſe among the 


Il iigs who believe a GO, will confeſs, that 
the Events of War lie in his Hands ; and the 
reſt of them, who acknowledge no ſuch Power, 
will allow, that F:rtune hath too great a Share in 
the good or ill Succeſs of Military Actions, to let 


a wiſe Man reaſon upon them, 
entirely in his Power. 


many unhappy Circumſtances, it is very poſſible 


as if they were 


If Providence ſhall think 
fit to refuſe Succeſs to our Arms; with how ill 
a Grace, with what Shame and Confuſion ſhall 
we be oblidged. to recant that precipitate Addreſs, 
unleſs the World will be fo charitable to conſider, 
that Parliaments among us differ as much as 
Princes; and, that by the fatal Conjunction of 


for our Iſland to be repreſented ſome Times by 
thoſe who have the leaſt Pretenſions ? So little 
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Truth or Juſtice there is in what ſome pretend 
to advance, that the Actions of former Senates, 
ought always to be treated with Reſpect by the 
latter; that thoſe Aſſemblies are all equally vene- 
rable, and no one to be preferred before another: 
By which Argument, the Parliament that began 
the Rebellion againſt King Charles the Fir, voted 


his Tryal, and appointed his Murderers, ought to 
be remembred with Reſpect. 


Bur to return from this Digreſſion; it is very 


plain, that conſidering the Defectiveneſs of our 


Laws, the Variety of Caſes, the Weakneſs of 


the Prerogative, the Power or the Cunning of 


ill-deſigning Men, it is poſſible, that many great 


Abuſes may be viſibly committed, which cannot 


be legally puniſbed : Eſpecially if we add to this, 


that ſome Enquiries might probably involve thoſe, 
whom upon other Accounts it is not thought 
convenient to diſturb. "Therefore, it is very falſe 


Reaſoning, eſpecially in the Management of Pub- 
lick Affairs, to argue that Men are Innocent, be- 


cauſe the Law hath not pronounced them Guilty. 
I Am apt to think, it was to ſupply ſuch 


Defects as theſe, that Satyr was firft introduced 


into the World ; whereby thoſe whom neither 
Relizion, nor natural Virtue, nor fear of Puniſh- 


ment, were able to keep within the Bounds of 


their Duty, might be with. held by the Shame of 


having 
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having their Crimes expoſed to open View in the 
ſtrongeſt Colours, and themſelves rendered odious 


to Mankind, Perhaps all this may be little re- 


garded by ſuch hardened and abandoned Natures 
as I have to deal with; but, next to taming or 
binding a Savage-Animal, the beſt Service you 
can do the Neighbourhood, is to give them 
warning, either to arm themſelves, or not come 
in its Way. 

CourDd I have hoped for any Signs of Re- 
morſe from the Leaders of that Faction, I ſhould 


very gladly have changed my Style, and forgot or 


paſſed by their Million of Enormities. But they 
are every Day more fond of diſcovering their im- 


potent Zeal and Malice; Witneſs their Conduct 
in the City about a Fortnight ago, which had no 
other End imaginable, beſide that of. perplexing 
our Affairs, and endeavouring to make Things 
deſperate, that themſelves may be thought neceſſa- 
ry. While they continue in this frantick Mood, 
I ſhall not forbear to treat them as they deſerve ; 
that is to ſay, as the inveterate, irreconcilable E- 
Nemies to our Country and its Conſtitution, 
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NUMBER XXXIX. 


Dus tulerit Gracchos de ſeditione querentes ? 


r HERE have been certain Topicks of Re- 


proach, liberally beſtowed for ſome Years 
paſt, by the Whigs and Tories, upon each other, 
We charge the former with a Deſign of deſtroy- 
ing the Eflabliſhed Church, and introducing Fana- 
ticiſm nd Free-thinking in its ſtead, We accuſe 
them as Enemies to Monarchy : as endeavouring 
to undermine the preſent Form of Government, 
and to build a Commonwealth, or ſome new 
Scheme of their own, upon its Ruins. On the 


other Side, their Clamours againſt us, may be 


ſummed up in thoſe three formidable Words, Po- 
ery, Arbitrary Pawer, and the Pretender. Our 
Accuſations 
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Accuſations againſt them we endeavour to make 
good by certain Overt- Acts; ſuch as their per- 
petually abuſing the whole Body of the Clergy ; 
their declared Contempt for the very Order of 
Prieſthood ; their Averſion againſt Epiſcopacy ; 
the publick Encouragement and Patronage they 
gave to Tindall, Toland, and other Atheiſtical 
Writers ; their appearing as profeſſed Advocates, 
retained by the Diſſenters; excuſing their Separa- 
tion, and laying the Guilt of it to the Obſtinacy 
cf the Church: their frequent Endeavours to re- 
peal the Teſt, and their ſetting up the Indulgence 
to ſcrupulous Conſciences, as a Point of greater 
Importance than the eſtabliſhed Worſhip. The 
Regard they bear to our Monarchy, hath appeared 
by their open ridiculing the Martyrdom of King 
Charles the Firſt, in their Calveshead Clubs, their 
common Diſcourſes and their Pamphlets : Their 
denying the unnatural War raiſed againſt that 
Prince, to have been a Rebellion ; their juſtifying 
his Murder in the allowed Papers of the Week ; 
their Induſtry in publiſhing and ſpreading Seditious 
and Republican Tracts ; ſuch as Ludlow's Memoirs, 
Sidney of Government, and many others ; their 


| endleſs lopping of the Prerogative, and mincing 


into nothing her Majeſty's Titles to the Crown. 

 Wrar Proofs they bring for our endeavour- 

ing to introduce Popery, Arbitrary Power, and the 
N 3 | Pretender, 
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Pretender, I cannot readily tell, and would be glad 
to hear; however, thoſe important Words having 
by dextrous Management, been found of mighty 
Service to their Cauſe, although applied with little 
Colour, either of Reaſon or Juſtice ; I have been 
conſidering whether they may not be adapted to 
more proper Objects. 
A s˖ to Poem, which is the firſt of theſe ; to 
deal plainly, I can hardly think there is any Sett 
of Men among us, except the Profeſſors of it, 
who have any direct Intention to introduce it 
here : But the Queſtion is, whether the Princi- 
ples and Practices of us, or the ¶ big, be moſt. 
likely to make Way for it? It is allowed on all 
Hands, that among the Methods concerted at 
R:ime, for bringing over England into the. Boſom 
of the Catholick Church ; one of the Chief was, 
to ſend Jeſuits and other Emiſſaries, in Lay-Ha- 
bits; who perſonating Tradeſmen and Mechanicks, 
ſhould mix with the People, and under the Pre- 
tence of a further and purer Reformation, endea- 
vour to divide us into as many Sets as poſfible ; 
which would either put us under the Neceſſity of 
returning to our old Errors, to preſerve Peace at 
home; or by our Diviſians make Way for ſome 
powerful Neighbour, with the Aſſiſtance of the 
Pope's Permiſſion, and a conſecrated Banner, to 
convert and enſlave us at once, If this hath been 
8 reckoned 


oO -— OO 09 ro 


* w oo © 


mw -:t£t: is” ”u ©» = = © 


. 
or 


e 
e 
0 
n 
d 


The EXAMINER: 271 
reckoned good Politicks (and it was the beſt the 
Tejuit-Schoz!s could invent) I appeal to any Man, 
whether the hig, for many Years paſt, have 
not been employed in the very fame Work? 
They profeſſed on all Occaſions, that they knew 
no Reafon why any one Syſtem of Speculative 
Opinims (as they termed the Doctrines of the 
Church) ſhoud be eſtabliſhed by Law more than 
another; or why Employ ments ſhould be confin - 
ed to the Religion of the Magiſtrate, and that 
called the Church Eftabliſhed. The grand Maxim 
they laid down, was, That no Man, for the Sake 
of a few Niutians and Ceremonies, under the Names 
of Doctrine and Diſcipline, ſhould be denied the 
Liberty of ſerving his Country : As if Places 
would go a begging, unleſs Broumiſis, Fumiliſts, 
Stweet-Singers, Quakers, Anabaptiſts and Muggle- 
tonians, would take them off our Hands. | 
_ I Have been ſometimes imagining this Scheme 
brought to Perfection, and how diverting it would 
look to ſee half a Dozen Stueet Singers on the Bench 
in their Ermins, and two or three Quakers with 
their white Staves at Court, I can only fay, this 
Project is the very Counter-part of the late King 


| Fames's Deſign, which he took up as the beſt Me- 


thod for introducing his ow: Religion, under the 
Pretext of an univerſal Liberty of Conſcience ; and 


| that no Difference in Religion ſhould make any 
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in his Favour, Accordingly, to ſave Appearances, 
he dealt fome Employments among Diſſenters of 
moſt Denominations; and what he did was, no 
doubt, in purſuance of the beſt Advice he could 
get at Home or Abroad; but the Church thought 
it the moſt dangerous Step he could take for her 
Deſtruction. It is true, King James admitted 
Papi/ts among the reſt, which the I higs would 
not ; but this is ſufficiently made up by a material 
Circumſtance, wherein they ſeem to have much 
out-dore that Prince, and to have carried their 
Liberty of Cenſcience to a higher Point; having 
granted it to all the Claſſes of Free-thinkers, which 
the nice Conſcience of a Popifb Prince would not 
give him leave to do; and was therein mightily 
overſeen ; becauſe it is agreed by the Learned, 
that there is but a very narrow Step from Atheiſm, 
to the other Extream, Super/iition, So that upon 
the whole, whether the ¶ higs had any real De- 
ſign of bringing in Popery or no, it is very plain, 
that they took the moſt effectual Step towards it; 
and if the Jeſuits had been their immediate Di- 
rectors, they could not have taught them better, 
nor have found apter Scholars, 

THnEir ſecond Accufation is, That we en- 
courage and maintain Arbitrary Power in Princes; 
and promote enſlaving Doctrines among the Peo- 
ple. This they go about to prove by Inſtances, 
producing 
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producing the particular Opinions of certain Di- 
vines in King Charles the Second's Reign ; a De- 


cree of Oxfird-Univerſity, and ſome few Writers 
ſince the Revolution. What they mean is the Prin- 
ciple of Paſſive· Obedience and Naon-Refiſtance, 
which thoſe who affirm, did, I believe, never 
intend ſhould include Arbitrary Power. However, 
although I am ſenſible that it is not reckoned pru- 
dent in a Diſpute, to make any Conceſſions with- 
out the laſt Neceſſity; yet I do agree, that in my 
own private Opinion, ſome Writers did carry 


that Tenet of Paſſue- Obedience to a Height, which 


ſeemed hardly conſiſtent with the Liberties of a 
Country, whoſe Laws can be neither enacted nor 
repealed, without the Conſent of the whole Peo- 
ple, I mean not thoſe who affirm it due in gene- 
ral, as it certainly is to the Legiſlature ; but ſuch 


as fix it entirely in the Prince's Perſon. This laſt 


hath, I believe, been done by a very few; but 


when the Mbigs quote Authors to prove it upon 


us, they bring in all who mention it as a Duty 
in general, without applying it to Princes, ab- 


ſtracted from their Senate, 


By thus freely declaring my own Sentiments 
of Paſſive-Obedience, it will at laſt. appear, that I 


do not write for a Party: Neither do E, upon 


any Occaſion, pretend to ſpeak their Sentiments, 


but my own, The Majority of the two Houſes, 
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and the preſent Miniftry (if thoſe be a Party) ſeem 
to me, in all their Proceedings, to purſue the real 
| Intereſt of Church and State: And if I ſhall hap- 
pen to differ from particular Perſons among them, 
in a ſingle Notion about Government, I ſuppoſe 
they will not, upon that Account, explode me 
and my Paper. However, as an Anſwer once 
for all, to the tedious Scurrilities of thoſe idle 
People, who affirm, I am hired and directed 
what to write; I muſt here inform them, that 
their Cenſure is an Effect of their Principles: The 
preſent Miniſtry are under no Neceſſity of em- 
ploying proſtitute Pens; they have no dark De- 
| hgns to promote, by advancing 2 Opi- 
nians. 

Bur, (to return) ſuppoſe two or three private 
Divines, under King Charles the Second, did a 


little over- ſtrain the Doctrine of Paſſtve-Obedience 


to Princes ; ſome Allowance might be given to 
the Memory of that unnatural! Rebellion againſt 
his Father, and the diſmal Conſequences of Re- 
fifkance. It is plain, by the Proceedings of the 
Churchmen before and at the Revolution, that 
this Doctrine was never deſigned to introduce ar- 
bitrary Power. 
I Look upon the Mh and Diſſenters to be 
exactly of the ſame political Faith; let us, there- 
fore, ſee what Share each of them had in advanc- 
ing 
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King of England as abſolute as the Turk, The 


_ Biſhops ſitting in the Houſe of Peers; which was 
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ing Arbitrary Power. It is manifeſt, that the 
Fanaticks made Cromwell the moſt abſolute Power 
in Chriſtendom : The Rump aboliſhed the Houſe of 
Lords ; the Army aboliſhed the Rump ; and by this 
Army of Saints he governed. The Diſſenters 
took Liberty of Conſcience and Employments 
from the late King Fames, as an Acknowledg- 
ment of his diſpenſing Power ; which makes the 


IVhigs, under the late King, perpetually declared 
for keeping up a ſtanding Army in Times of 
Peace ; which hath in all Ages been the firſt and 
great Step to the Ruin of Liberty. They were, 
beſides, diſcovering every Day their Inclinations 
to deſtroy the Rights of the Church ; and de- 
clared their Opinion in all Companies, 


exactly copying after their Predeceſſors of Forty 
One. I need not fay, their real Intentions were 
to make the King abſolute ; but whatever be the 
Deſigns of innovating Men, they uſually end in 
a Tyranny : As we may ſee by an hundred Ex- 
amples in Greece, and in the later Common- 
wealths of Rah mentioned by Machiavel. 

In the third Place, the Whigs accuſe us of a 
Deſign to bring in the Pretender; and to give it 
a greater Air of Probability, they ſuppoſe the 
QuEtn to be a Party in this Deſign; which 
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however, is no very extraordinary Suppoſition in 
thoſe who have advanced fuch ſingular Paradoxes 


concerning Greg and Guiſcard. Upon this Article 
their Charge is general, without ever offering to 


produce an Inſtance. But I verily think and be- 
lieve, it will appear no Paradox, that if ever he be 
brought in, the Mhigs are his Men. For, firſt, 
it is an undoubted Truth, that a Year or two 


after the Revolution, ſeveral Leaders of that Party 


had their Pardons ſent them by the late King 
James; and had enter'd upon Meaſures to re- 
ſtore him, on Account of ſome Diſobligations 
they received from King William. Beſides, I 


would ask, whether thoſe who are under the 


greateſt Ties of Gratitude to King James, are 
not at this Day become the moſt zealous //higs ? 


And of what Party thoſe are now, who kept a 


long Correfpondence with St. Germains ? 

Ir is likewiſe very obſervable of late, that the 
J/hirs upon all Occaſions profeſs their Belief of 
the Pretender's being no Anp9/itr, but a real 
Prince, born of the late Q EExN's Body: Which, 
whether it be true or falfe, is very unſeaſonably 
advanced, confidering the Weight fuch an Opi- 
nion muſt have with the Vulgar, if they once 
thoroughly believe it. Neither is it at all improbable, 
that the Pretender himſelf puts his chief Hopes in 
the Friendſhip he expects from the Diſenters and 
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Whigs ; by his Choice to invade. the Kingdom 
when the latter was moſt in Credit: And he had 
Reaſon to count upon the former, from the gra- 
cious Treatment they received from his ſuppoſed 
Father, and their joyful Acceptance of it. But 
further ; what could be more confiſtent with the 
N higgiſb Notion of a Revetution- Principle, than 
to bring in the Pretender? A Revolutton- Principles 


as their Writings and Diſcourſes have taught us to 


define it, is a Principle perpetually diſpoſing Men 


to Revolutions: And this is ſuitable to the famous 


Saying of a great big, That the more Revalu- 
tions the better; which how odd a Maxim ſoever 
in Appearance, I take to be the tsue Characteriſ- 


tick of the Party. 


A Doc loves to turn round often; yet after 
certain Revolutions, he lies down to Ref? - But 


| Heads, under the Dominion of the fon, are 


for perpetual Changes, and - perpetual Revolutions 
Beſides, the //higs owe all their Wealth to Wars 
and Revolutions; like the Girl at Barthalomew- 


Fair, who gets a Penny by turning round a 


hundred Times, with Swords in her Hands, 
To conclude, the Whigs have a natural Fa- 
culty of bringing in Pretenders, and will there- 


fore probably endeavour to bring in the great One 


at laſt: How many Pretenders to Wit, Honour, 
Nobility, 
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Nobility, Politicks, have they brought in theſe 
laſt twenty Years? In ſhort, they have been 
ſometimes able to procure a Majority .of Preten- 


ders in Parliament; and wanted nothing to render 


the Work compleat, except a Pretender at their 
Head. | 


THE 


E XAMI NE R. 


— 


NUMBER XL. 


* 


Des eft magna parentum virtus. 
TOOK up a Paper ſome Days ago in a 

| Coffee Houſe ; and if the Correctneſs of the 
Style, and a ſuperior Spirit jn it, had not imme- 
diately undeceived me, I ſhould have been apt to 
imagine, I had been reading an Examiner, In 
this Paper there were ſeveral important Propoſi- 
tions advanced. For Inftance, That Providence 
raiſed up Mr. Harley ta be an Inflrument of great 
Good, in a very critical Funtture, when it was 
much wanted, That, his very Enemies achnow- 
ledge his eminent Abilities, and diflinguiſhing Merit, 
by their untuearied and reſtleſs Endeavours againſt 
his Perſon and Reputation. That, they have had 
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an inucterate Malice againſt both: That, he hath 


| been wonderfully preſerved from SOME unpa- 


ralleled Attempts ; with more to the fame Pur- 
poſe. I immediately computed by Rules of 
Arithmetick, that in the laſt cited Words there 
was ſomething more intended than the Attempt 
of Guiſcard, which I think can properly paſs but 


for One of the Some. And. although I dare 
net pretend to gueſs the Author's Meaning, yet 


the Expreſſion allows ſuch a Latitude, that 1 


would venture to hold a Wager, moſt Readers, 


both Ehig and Tory, have agreed with me, that 
this Plural Number muſt in all Probability, among 
other Facts, take in the Buſineſs of Greg. 

SEE now the Difference of Styles. Had 1 
been to have told my Thoughss on this Occa- 


ſion; inſtead of ſaying how Mr. Harley was 
treated by ſome Perſons, and preſervedsfrom ſome un- 
paralleled r N I ſhould, with intolerable 


Bluntneſs and ill Manners, have told a formal 
Story, of a Committee ſent to a condemned Cri- 


minal in. Newgate, to bribe him with a Pardon, 
on condition he would ſwear High-Treafon a- 
gainſt his Maſter ; who diſcovered his Correſpon- 
dence, and ſecured his Perſon, when à certain 


grave Politician had given him Warning to make 
his Eſcape: And by this Means I ſhould: have 
drawn a whole ſwarm of Hedge-Wiriters to ex- 

| hauſt 
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hauſt their Catalogue of Scurrilities againſt me as 
a Lyar and a Slanderer. But with Submiſſion to 


the Author of that forementioned Paper, I think 
he hath carried that Expreffion to the utmoſt it 


will bear: For, after all this Noiſe, I know of 
but two Attempis againſt Mr. Harly, that can 
really be called unparalleled ; which are thoſe afore- 


| ſaid of Greg and Gmiſcard: For, as to the reſt, 


I will engage to parallel them from the Story 


of Cata.ine, and others I could produce. 


HowEeveR, I cannot but obſerve with infinite 


| Pleature, that a great Part of what I have charged 


upon the late prevailing Faction, and for affirm- 
ing which, I have been adorned with fo many 


decent Epithets, hath been ſufficiently confirmed 
at ſeveral Times, by the Reſolutions of one or 


the other Houſe of Parliament. I may therefore 
now fay, I hope, with good Authority, that 
there have been ſome unparalleled Attempts againſt 
Mr. Harley. That, the hte Miniſtry were juſt- 
ly to 4 in ſome Management, which occa- 
ſioned the unfortunate Battle of Almanza, and the 
Difappointment at Toulon. That, the Publick 
hath been grievouſly wronged by moſt notorious 


Frauds, during the Mhbig Admini/tration. That, 


thoſe who adviſed the bringing in the Palatines, 
were Enemics to the Kingdom, That, the late 
Managers of the Revenue have not duly paſſed 

their 
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their Accounts, for a great Part of thirty five 
Millions ; and ought not to be truſted in ſuch 
Employments any more. Perhaps in a little 
Time I may venture to affirm ſome other Para- 
doxes of this Kind, and produce the ſame Vou- 
chers. And perhaps alſo, if it had not been fo 
buſy a Period, inftead of one Examiner, the late 
Miniſtry might have had above four hundred, 
each of whoſe little Fingers would be heavier than 
my Loins. It makes me think of Neptune's 
Threat to the Winds; Quas ego ſed motos 
pra ſtat componere fludtus. Thus, when the Sons 
of Talus had almoft funk the Ship with the 
Tempeſts they raiſed, it was neceſſary to ſmooth 
the Ocean, and ſecure the Veſſel, inſtead of pur- 
ſuing the Offenders. 

Bur, I obſerve the general Expotiation at 
preſent, inſtead of dwelling any longer upon Con- 
jeAures who is to be puniſhed for paſt Miſcarriages, 
ſeems bent upon the Rewards intended to thoſe 
who have been ſo highly inſtrumental in reſcuing 
our Conſtitution from its late Dangers, Ir is the 
Obſervation of Tacitus, in the Life of Agricola, 
that his eminent Services had raiſed a general 
Opinion of his being defigned, by the Emperor, 
for Pretor of Britain. Nullis in her ſuis ſermoni- 
bus, ſed quia par videbatur : And then he adds, 


Judgment 
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Judgment of a wiſe Prince, and the general Diſ- 
poſition of the People, do oſten point at the ſame 
Perſon; and ſometimes the popular Wiſhes do 
even forete] the Reward intended for ſome ſu- 
perior Merit, Thus, among ſeveral deſerving 
Perſons, there are 7wo, whom the publick Vogue 
hath in a peculiar Manner ſingled out, as deſigned 
very ſoon to receive the cltviceſt Marks of the 
Royal Favour. One of them to be placed in a 
very high Station, and Beth to increaſe the Num- 
ber of our Nobility, This, I fay, is the general 
Conjecture; for I pretend to none, nor will be 
chargeable if it be not fulfilled ; fince it is · enough 


for their Honour, that the Nation thinks them 


worthy of the greateſt Rewards. "I 
Uyon this Occaſion I cannot but take Notice, 


That of all the Hereſies in Politicks, profuſely - 


ſcattered by the Partiſans of the late Adminiſtra 


tion, none ever diſpleaſed me more, or ſeemed to 
| have more dangerous Conſequences to Monarchy, 


than that pernicious Talent ſo much affected, of 
diſcovering a Contempt for Birth, Family, and 
ancient Nobility, All the Threadbare Topicks of 
Poets and Orators were diſplayed to diſcover to 
us, that Merit and Virtue were the only Nobility ; 


and that the Advantages of Blood could not make 
a Knave or a Foal either Honeſt or Wiſe. Moſt 


popular Commotions we read of in Hiſtories of 
| Ereece 
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Greece and Rome, took their Riſe from unjuft 
Quarrels to the Nobles; and in the latter, the 
Plebeiaus Encroachments on the Patricians, were 
the firſt Cauſe of their Ruin. 

SUPPOSE there be nothing but Opinien in the 
Difference of Blood ; every Body knows, that 
Authority is very much founded on Opinion. But 
ſurely, that Difference is not wholly imaginary, 
The Advantages of a liberal Education, of chuſing 
the beſt Companions to converſe with; not be- 
ing under the Neceſſity of practiſing little mean 
Tricks by a ſcanty Allowance ; the enlarging of 
Thought, and acquiring the Knowledge of Men 
and Things by Travel; the Example of Anceſ- 
tors inciting to great and good Actions: Theſe 
are uſually ſome of the Opportunities that fall in 
the Way of thoſe who are born, of what we call 
the better Families; and, allowing Genius to be 
equal in them and the Vulgar, the Odds are 
clearly on their Side. Nay, we may obſerve in 
ſome, who by the Appearance of Merit, or Fa- 
vour of Fortune, have riſen to great Stations, 
from an obſcure Birth, that they have ſtill re- 
tained ſome fordid Vices of their Parentage or 


Falſhood and Corruption. 


To day the Truth, the great Neglect of Edu- 


cation in | ſeveral noble Families, whoſe Sons are 
ſuffered 


Education, either inſatiable Avarice, or Euminieus 
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fuffered to paſs the moſt improveable Seaſons of 


their Youth in Vice and Idleneſs, have too much 


leſſened their Reputation: But, even this Miſ- 


fortune we owe, among all the reſt, to that 


Whiggiſh Practice of reviling the Univerſities, un- 
der the Pretence of their inſtilling Pedantry, nar- 
row Principles, and High-Church Do#trines. 

I wovuLD not be thought to undervalue Merit 
and Virtus, where ever they are to be found ; but 


will allow them capable of the higheſt Dignities 


in a State, when they are in a very great De- 
gree of Eminence. A Pearl holds its Value al- 
though it be found in a Dunghill ; but however, 
that is not the moſt probable Place to ſearch tor 
it, Nay, I will go farther, and admit, that a 
Man of Quality without Merit, is juſt ſo much 
the worſe for his Quality; which at once ſets 
his Vices in a more publick View, and reproach- 
eth him for them. But on the other Side, I 


doubt, thoſe who are always undervaluing the | 
Advantages of Birth, and celebrating - perſonal 


Merit, have principally an Eye to their own, 


which they are fully ſatisfied with, and which 


no Body will diſpute with them about ; whereas 
they cannot, without Impudence and Folly, pre- 
tend to be nobly born ; becauſe this is a Secret 
too eaſily diſcovered : For, no Mens Parentage is 
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ſo nicely enquired into, as that of aſſuming Up- 
ſtarts; eſpecially when they affect to make it 
better than it is, as they often do; or behave 
themſelves with Inſolence. 
Bur whatever may be the Opinion of others 
upon this Subject, whoſe Philoſophical Scorn for 
Blozd and Families reacheth even to thoſe that 
are Royal, or perhaps took its Riſe from a M bhig- 
gib Contempt of the latter; I am pleaſed to find 
tos ſuch Inſtances of extraordinary Merit, as I 
have mentioned, joined with ancient and honour- 
able Birth; which, whether it be of real or 
imaginary Value, hath been held in Veneration 


by all wiſe, polite States, both Ancient and Mo- 


dern. And, as much a Foppery as Men pretend 
to think it, nothing is more obſervable in thoſe 
who riſe to great Place or Wealth, from mean 
Originals, than their mighty Solicitude to con- 
vince the World that they are not fo low as is 
commonly believed, They are glad to find it 
made out by ſome ſtrained Genealogy, that they 
have a remote Alliance with better Families. 
Crenwell himſelf was pleaſed with the Impudence 


of a Flatterer, who undertook to prove him 


deſcended from a Branch of the Royal Stem. 
I know a Citizen who adds or alters a Letter in 
his Name with every Plumb he acquires: He 
now 
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now wants only the Change of a Vowel, to be 
allied to a Sovereign Prince in ah; and that 
perhaps he may contrive to be done, by a Miſtale 
of the Graver upon his Tombſtone. 

Wren I am upon this Subject of Nobility, I 


am ſorry for the Occaſion given me, to mention 
the Loſs of a Perſon who was fo great an Orna- 


ment to it, as the late + Lord Preſident ; who be- 
gan early to diſtinguiſh himſelf, in the Publick 
Service; and paſſed through the higheſt Employ- 
ments of State, in the moſt difficult Times, 
with great Abilities and untainted Honour, As 


he was of a good old Age, his Principles of Re- 


ligion and Loyalty had received no Mixture from 
late Infuſjons, but were inſtilled into him by his 


illuſtrious Father, and other noble Spirits, who 


had expoſed their Lives and Fortunes for the 
Royal _ 


* 


Pulcherrima proles, 
Magnanimi Heroes nati melicribus annis. 


H Is firſt great Action was, like Scipio, to de- 


fend his Father, when oppreſſed by Numbers; 
and his Filial Piety was not only rewarded with 
long Life, but with a Son, who, upon the like 


| Occaſion, would have ſhewn the ſame Reſolution 


8 — — 


ä 


* Sir H. antes. +” Joly ee 
No 


bs . 
„% „%%% «4 — 


+ + * —— 


288 The EXAMINER. 

No Man ever preſerved his Dignity better when 
he was out of Power, nor ſhewed more Affability 
while he was in, To conclude : His Character 
(which I do not here pretend to draw) is ſuch, 
as his neareſt Friends may fafely truſt to the 
moſt impartial Pen; nor wants the leaſt of that 
A:lowance which, they ſay, is required for thoſe 
who are Dead. . 
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NUMBER XILI. 


w—— Duem cur diftringere conor, 
Tutus ab infeftis latrombus ? 


" NEVER let lip an Opportunity of en- 
deavouring to convince the World, that I am 
not Partial; and to confound the idle Reproach 
of my being hired or directed what to write in 
Defence of the preſent Miniſtry, or for detecting 
the Practices of the former. When I firſt un- 


dertook this Paper, I firmly reſolved, that if ever 
I obſerved any groſs Neglect, Abuſe or Corrup- 


tion in the publick Management, which might 
give any juſt Offence to reaſonable People; I 
Vor. IX. O would 
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would take Notice of it with that innocent Bold- 
neſs which becometh an honeſt Man, and a true 
Lover of his Country; at the ſame Time pre- 
ſerving the Reſpect due to Perſons fo highly en- 
truſted by fo wife and excellent a Quzzn. I 
know not how ſuch a Liberty might have been 
reſented ; but I thank Gop there hath been no 
Occaſion given me to exerciſe it; for, I can 
ſafely affirm, that I have with the utmoſt Rigour 


examined all the Actions of the preſent Miniſtry, 


as far as they fall under general Cognizance, 
without being able to accuſe them of one ill or 
miſtaken Step. Obſerving indeed ſome Time 


azo, that Seeds of Diſſention had been plentifully 


ſcattered from a certain Corner ; and fearing they 
began to riſe and ſpread, I immediately writ a 
Paper on the Subject; which J treated with that 
Warmth, I thought it required : But the Pru- 


dence of thoſe at the Helm ſoon prevented this 


growing Evil; and at pretent it ſeems likely to 
have no Conſequences. 

I HAvE had indeed for ſome Time a ſmall 
Occaſion of Quarrelling, which I thought too 
inconſiderable for a formal Subject of Complaint, 
although I have hinted at it more than once, 
But, it is grown at preſent to as great Height, as 


ga Matter of that Nature can poſlibly bear; and 


therefore. I conceive it hizh, Time that an effec- 
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tual Stop ſhould be put to it. I have been 
amazed at the flaming Licentiouſneſs of ſeveral 
Weekly Papers, which for ſome Months paſt 
have been chiefly employed in barefaced Scurrilities 
azainſt thoſe who are in the greateſt Truſt and 
Favour with the QUEEN, with the firſt and laſt 


Letters of their Names frequently printed ; or 
ſome Periphraſis deſcribing their Station, or other 
Innuendo's, contrived too plain to be miſtaken. 


The Conſequence of which is, (and it is natural 
it ſhould be fo) that their long Impunity hath 
rendered them ſtill more audacious. 
Ar this Time I particularly intend a Paper 
called the Medley; whoſe indefatigable, inceſſant 
Railings againſt me, I never thought convenient 
to take Notice of, becauſe it would have divert- 


ed my Deſign, which I intended to be of Publick 


Uſe. Beſides, I never yet obſerved that Writer, 
or thoſe Writers, (for it is every Way a Medley) 
to argue againſt any one material Point or Fa& 
that I had advanced; or make one fair Quotation. 
And after all, I knew very well how ſoon the 


World grows weary of Controverſy, It is plain 


to me, that three or four Hands at leaſt have 


been joined at Times in this worthy Compoſi- 


tion; but the Out- lines, as well as the Finiſhing, 
2 to have been always the Work of the ſame 
Pen, as it is viſible from half a ſcore Eeauties of 
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Style inſeparable from it. But who theſe Medlers 
are, or where the judicious Leader has picked 
them up, I ſhall never go about to conjecture. 
Factious Rancour, falſe Wit, abandoned Scurri- 
lity, impudent Falſhood, and ſervile Pedantry, 
having ſo many Fathers, and ſo few to own 
them, that Curioſity herſelf would not be at the 
| Pains to gueſs. It is the firſt Time I ever did 
myſelf the Honour to mention that admirable 


Paper: Nor could I imagine any Occafion like- 


ly to happen, that would make it neceſſary for 
me to engage with ſuch an Adverfary, This 
Paper is Weekly publiſhed, and as appears by the 

Number, hath been fo for ſeveral Months ; and 
is next to the Obſervator, allowed to be the beſt 


Production of that Party. Laft Week my Prin- 


ter brought me that of May 7, Number 32, 


where there are two Paragraphs relating to the 


Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, and to Mr. 
Harley ; which, as little as I am inclined to en- 
gage with ſuch an Antagoniſt, I cannot let paſs, 
without failing in my Duty to the Publick : And 
if tho in Power will ſuffer ſuch infamous In- 


ſinuations to paſs with Impunity, they act with- 


out Precedent from any Age or Country of the 
World. 
I DEsIRE to open this Matter, and leave the 
Ihigs themſelves to determine upon it. The 
| Houſe 
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Houſe of Commons reſolved, Nemine Contradi- 
cente, that the Speaker ſhould congratulate Mr. 
Harley's Eſcape and Recovery in the Name of 
the Houſe, upon his firſt Attendance on their 
Service. This is accordingly done; and the Speech, 
together with the Chancellor of the Exchequer's, 


are printed by Order of the Houſe, The Au- 


thor of the Medley takes this Speech to task the 
very next Week after it is publiſhed ; telling us, 
in the aforeſaid Paper, That the Speaker's com- 
mending Mr. Harley, for being an Inſtrument of 
great Good to the Nation, was i/}-choſen Flat- 
tery ; becauſe Mr. Harley had brought the Nation 
under great Difficulties, to ſay no more: He ſays, 
that when the Speaker tells Mr. Harley, that Pro- 
vidence hath wonderfully preſerved him from 
ſome unparalleled Attempts, (for that the Medley 
alludes to) he only revives @ falſe and groundleſs 
Calumny upon other Men ; which is an Inflance of 


impotent, but inveterate Malice, that makes him 


[the Speaker] till appear more vile and contemptible. 
This is an Extract from his firſt Paragraph. In 
the next this Writer ſays, That the Speaker's prey- 
ing God for the Continuance of Mr. Harley: Life, 
as an invaluable Bleſſing, was a fulſome Piece of 
Infincerity, which expoſeth him to Shame and Deri- 
fron ; becauſe he is known to bear ill Will to Mr. 
Harley; t have an extream bad Opinion of him, 

03 and 
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and to think him an Obſtructor of thoſe fine Mea- 
fares ht would bring about. 

I xow appeal to the Mhigs themſclves, ' whe- 
ther a great Miniſter of State, in high Favour 
with the QUEEN, and a Speater of the Houſe of 
Commons, were ever publickly treated after fo 
extraordinary a Manner, m the moſt licentious 


Times? For, this is not a clandeſtine Libel ftolen 


into the World, but openly Printed and Sold, 
with the Bookſeller's Name and Place of Abode 
at the Bottom. And the Juncture is admirable, 


when Mr. Harley is generally believed upon the 


very Point to be made an Earl, and promoted to 
the moſt important Station of the Kingdom : 
Nay, the very Marks of Eſteem he hath ſo late- 
ly received from the whole Repreſentative Body 


af the.People, are called i. ch ονe Flattery, and a 


fulfeme Piece of Infincerity, expoſing the Donors ta 
Shame and Derifion. 


Dorxrs this intrepid Writer think he hath ſuf- 
ficiently diſguiſed the Matter, by that ſtale Arti- 
fice of altering the Story, and putting it as a 

ſuppoſed Caſe? Did any Man who ever ſaw the 
Congratulatory Speech, read either of thoſe Para- 
graphs in the Medley, without interpreting them 

juſt as I have done? Will the Author declare 
upon his great Sincerity, that he never had any 
ſuch Meaning: Is it enough, that a Jury at 
| Weſtminſter- 
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Wetminſter-Hall would, perhaps, not find him 
guilty of defaming the Speaker and Mr. Harley 
in that Paper ? Which, however, I am much in 
and muſt think 'the Law very de- 
fective, if the Reputation of ſuch Perſons muſt 


lie at the Mercy of ſuch Pens. I do not re- 
member to have ſeen any Libel ſuppoſed to be 


writ with Caution and double Meaning, in order 
to prevent Proſecution, delivered under fo thin a 
Cover, or ſo unartificially made up as this; whe- 
ther it were from an Apprehenſion of his Reader's 


Dulneſa, or an Effect of his own. He hath 


tranſcribed the very Phraſes of the Speaker, and 
put then in a different Character, for fear they 
might paſs unobſerved ; and to prevent all Poſ- 
ſibility of being miſtaken. I fliall be pleaſed to 
ſee him have Recourſe to the old Evaſion, and 
ſay, that I who make the Application, am charge- 
able with the Abuſe : Let any Reader of either 
Party be Judge. But I cannot forbear aſſerting, 
as my Opinion, that for a Miniſtry to endure 


fuch open Calumny, without calling the Author 


to an Account, is next to deſerving it. And this 
is an Omiſfion I venture to charge upon the 
preſent Miniſtry, who are too apt to deſpiſe little 
Things, which however have not | Says little 
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WEN this Paper was firſt undertaken, one 
Deſign, among others, was, to examine ſome of 
thoſe Writings ſo frequently publiſhed with an 
evil Tendency, either to Religion or Govern- 
ment; but I was long diverted by other En- 
quiries, which I thought more immediately neceſ- 
ſary ; to animadvert upon Mens Actions, rather 
than their Speculations ; to ſhew the Neceſſity 
there was of changing the Miniſtry, that our 
Conſtitution in Cherch and State might be pre- 
ſerved ; to expoſe ſome dangerous Principles and 


Practices under the former Adminiſtration; and 


prove by many Inſtances, that thoſe who are now 
at the Helm, are entirely in the true Intereſt of 
Prince and People. This I may modeſtly hope, 
hath in ſome Meaſure been already done, ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer the End propoſed, which was 
to inform the Ignorant and thoſe at Diſtance; 
and to convince ſuch as are not engaged in a 
Party, from no other Motives than that of Con- 
ſcience, I know not whether I ſhall have any 


I do, perhaps ſome Time may be ſpent in ex- 
poſing and overturning the falſe Reaſonings of 
thoſe who engage their Pens on the other Side ; 
without loſing Time in vindicating myſelf againſt 
their Scurrilities, much leſs in retorting them. Of 


this Sort there is a certain humble Companion, 


Appetite to continue this Work much longer; if 
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a * French Mattre de Langues, who every Month 
publiſheth an Extract from Votes, News-Papers, 
Speeches and Proclamations, larded with ſome 
inſipid Remarks of his own ; which he calls, The 
Political State of Great-Britain : This ingenious 
Piece, he tells us himſelf, is conſtantly tranſlated 
into French, and printed in Holland, where the 
Dutch, no doubt, conceive moſt noble Sentiments 
of us, conveyed through ſuch a Vehicle. It is 
obſervable in his Account for April, that the 
Vanity, ſo predominant in many of his Nation, 
hath made him more concerned for the Honour 


of Guziſcard, than the Safety of Mr. Harley: 


And for fear we ſhould think the worſe of his 
Country upon that A/afſin's Account, he tells us, 


there have been more Murders, Parricides and 


Villainies committed in England, than any other 
Part of the World, I cannot imagine how an 
illiterate Foreigner, who is neither Maſter of our 
Language, or igdeed of common Senſe ; and who 
is devoted to a Faction, I ſuppoſe, for no other 
Reaſon, but his having more //þig-Cuſtomers 
than Tories, ſhould take it into his Head to write 
Politick Tracts of our Affairs. But I preſume, 
he builds upon the Foundation of having been. 
called to an Account for his Inſolence in one of 
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his former Monthly Productions; which is a 
Method that ſeldom fails of giving ſome Vogue 
to the fooliſheſt Compolition. If ſuch a Work 
muſt be done, I wiſh ſome tolerable Hand would 
undertake it; and that we would not ſuffer a 
little whiffling Frenchman to neglect his Trade of 
teaching his Language to our Children, and pre- 
ſame to inſtruct Foreigners in our Politicks. 
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NUMBER XL 


Delicta majorum immeritus lues, 
EKomane; donec templa refeceris, 
Edefq; labentes deorum ——— 


EVERAL Letters have been lately ſent 
me, defiring I would make honourable men- 
at the pious Deſign of building fifty Churches, 
in ſeveral Parts of London and Weſtminſter, where 


they are moſt wanted; occaſioned by an Addreſs 


of the Convocation to the QUEEN, and recom- 
mended by her Majeſty to the Houſe of Commons ; 
who 2 promiſed, they would enable ber 
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to accompliſh ſo excellent a Deſign ; and are now 
preparing a Bill accordingly. I thought, to have 
deferred any Notice of this important Affair un- 
til the End of this Seffion ; at which Time I 
propoſed to deliver a particular Account of the 
great and uſeful Things already performed by this 
preſent Parliament, But in Compliance to thoſe 
who give themſelves the Trouble of adviſing me; 
and partly convinced by the Reaſons they offer ; 
I am content to beſtow a Paper upon a Subject, 
that indeed fo well deſerveth it. | 

TRE Clergy, and whoever elſe have a true 
Concern for the Conſtitution of the Church, 
cannot but be highly pleaſed with one Proſpect in 
this new Scene of publick Affairs. They may 
very well remember the Time, when every Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament was like a Cloud hanging over 
their Heads ; and, if it happened to paſs without 
burſting into ſome Storm upon the Church, we 
thanked Gop, and thought it an happy Eſcape, 
until the next Meeting ; upon which we reſum- 
ed our ſecret Apprehenſions, although we were 
not allowed to believe any Danger. Things are 
now altered; the Parliament takes the Neceſſities 
of the Church into Conſideration ; receives the 


Propoſals of the Clergy met in Convocation ; and 
amidſt all the Exigencies of a long expenſive Mar, 


and under the Preſſure of heavy Debts, finds a Sup» 
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ply for erecting fifty Edifices to the Service of 
Gop. And, it appears by the Addreſs of the 
Commons to her Majeſty upon this Occafion, 
(wherein they diſcovered a true Spirit of Religion) 
that the applying the Money granted to accomplifh 
fo excellent a Deſign, would, in their Opinion, be 
the moſt effectual Way of carrying on the War: 
That, it would (to uſe their own Words) be 2 
Means of drawing down Bleſſings on her Majeſty's 
Undertakings, as it adds to the Number 'of thoſe 
Places, where the Prayers of ber devout and faith- 
ful Subjects will be daily offered up to God, for the 
Proſperity of her Government at Home, and the 
Succeſs of her Arms Abroad. | 
I am ſometimes hoping, that we are not natu- 
rally ſo bad a People, as we have appeared for 
ſome Years paſt. Faction, in order to ſupport it 
ſelf, is generally forced to make Uſe of ſuch abo- 
minable Inſtruments, that as long as it prevails, 
the Genius of a Nation is over-preſſed, and can- 
not appear -to exert it ſelf : But, when that is 
broke and ſuppreſſed ; when Things return to 
the old Courſe ; Mankind will naturally fall to 
act from Principles of Reaſon and Religion. The 
Romans, upon a great Victory, or Eſcape from 
publick Danger, frequently built a Temple in 
Honour of ſome God, to whoſe peculiar Favour 
* imputed their Succeſs or Delivery : And 
ſometimes 
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ſometimes the General did the like, at his oton 
Expence, to acquit himſelf of ſome pious Vow he = 
had made. How little of any Thing reſembling 
this hath been done by us after all our Victories 
And perhaps for that Reaſon, among others, they 
have turned to fo little Account. But what could 
we expect? We acted all along as if we believed 
nothing of a God or his Providence; and there- 
fore it was conſiſtent to offer up our Edifices on- 
ly to Theſe, whom we looked 9 
all Victory, in his ſtedd. 

I nave computed, that Fifty Churches may 
be built by 2 Medium, at Six Thouſand Pounds 
for a Church; which is ſomewhat under the Price 
of a SubjetPF's Palace: Yet perhaps the Care of a- 
dove two hundred thouſand Souls, with the Benefit 
of their Prayers for the Proſperity of their Que EN 
and Country, may be almoſt put in the Balance 
with the domeſtick Convenience, or even Magni- 
ficence of any Subject whatſoever. | 

SIR Wilkam Petty, who under the Name of 
Captain Graunt, publiſhed ſome Obſervations up- 
on Bilk of Mortality about five Years after the 
Reftoration, tells us, the Pariſhes in Zenden were 
even then fo unequally divided, that ſome were 
two hundred times larger than others. Since that 
Time, the Encreaſe of "Trade, the Frequency of 
„ the-Defire of living in the Metro- 


polis, 
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polis, together with that Genius for Building, 
which began after the Fre, and hath ever ſince 
continued, have prodigiouſly enlarged this Town 
on all ſides, where it was capable of Encreaſe : 
And thoſe Tracts of Land built into Streets, have 
generally continued of the ſame Pariſh they be- 
longed to, while they lay in the Fields; fo that 
the Care of above thirty thouſand Souls have been 


ſometimes committed to one Miniſter, whoſe 


Church would hardly contain the twentieth part 
of his Flock : Neither, I think, was any Family 
in thoſe Parifhes obliged to pay above a Groat a 
Year to their Spiritual Paſtor. Some few of thoſe 
Pariſhes have been ſince divided; and in others were 
erected Chapels of Eaſe, where a Preacher is main- 
tained by general Contribution. Such poor Shifts 
and Expedients, to the infinite Shame and Scan- 
dal of ſo vaſt and flouriſhing a City, have been 
thought ſufficient for the Service of God and Re- 


ligion; as if they were Circumſtances wholly in- 
different. 


Tuis Deſect, among other Conſequences of it, 
hath made Schiſm a Sort of neceſſary Evil; there 
being at leaſt three hundred thouſand Inhabitants 
in this Town, whom the Churches would not 
be able to contain, if the People were ever ſo well 
diſpoſed: And in a City not overſtocked with 
Zeal, the only way to preſerve any „ 

Sion, 
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ligion, is to make all Attendance upon the Duties 


of it, as eaſy and cheap as poſſible : Whereas, on 
the contrary, in the larger Pariſhes, the Preſs is 
fo great, and the Pew-keeper's Tax ſo exorbitant, 
that thoſe who love to fave Trouble and Money, 
either ſtay at home, or retire to the Conventicles. 
I believe there are few Examples in any Chriſtian 
Country of ſo great a Neglect for Religion; and 
the Diſſenting Teachers have made their Advan- 
tages largely by it; Sowing Tares among the heat 
while Men ſlept ; being much more expert at pro- 
curing Contributions, which is a Trade they are 
bred up in, than Men of a liberal Education. 
AND to fay Truth, the Way practiſed by ſe- 
veral Pariſhes in and about this Town, of main- 
taining their Clergy by voluntary Subſcriptions, is 


not only an Indignity to the Character, but hath. 


many pernicious Conſequences attending it; ſuch 
a precarious Dependence, ſubjecting a Clergy man, 
who hath not more than ordinary Spirit and Re- 
ſolution, to many Inconveniences, which are ob- 
vious to imagine: But this Defect, will no doubt, 


be remedied by the Wiſdom and Piety of the pre- 


ſent Parliament; and a Tax laid upon every 
Houſe in a Pariſh, for the Support of their Paſtor. 
Neither indeed can it be conceived, why a Houſe, 
whoſe Purchaſe is not reckoned above one third 
leſs than Land of the ſame yearly Rent, ſhould 
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not pay a twentieth Part annually (which is half 


| Tythe) to the Support of the Miniſter. One 
thing I could wiſh ; that in fixing the Mainte- 
nance to the ſeveral Miniſters in theſe new intend- 


ed Pariſhes, no determinate Sum of Money may 


be named, which in all Perpetuitics ought by any 
means to be avoided ; but rather a Tax in Pro- 
portion to the Rent of each Houſe, although it 
be but a twentieth or even a thirtieth Part. The 
contrary of this, I am told, was done in ſeveral 
Pariſhes of the City after the Fire ; where the 
Incumbent and his Sueceſſors were to receive for 
ever a certain Sum ; for Example, one or two 
hundred Pounds a Year. But the Lawgivers did 
not conſider, that what we call at preſent one 
hundred Pounds, will in Proceſs of Time have 
not the intrinſick Value of twenty; and twenty 


Pounds now are hardly equal to forty Shillings | 


three hundred e There are a thouſand 
Inſtances of this all over England, in reſerved 
Rents applied to Hoſpitals ; in old Chiefries ; and 


even among the Clergy themſelves, in thoſe Pay- 


ments which, I think, they call a Modus. 

As no Prince had ever better Diſpoſitions than 
her preſent Majeſty, for the Advancement of true 
Religion; ſo, there was never any Age that pro- 


duced greater Occaſions to employ them on. It 
is an | unſpeakable Misfortune, that any v Deſigns 


of 
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of ſo excellent a Queen, ſhould be checked by 
the Neceffitics of a long and ruinous War, which 
the Folly or Corruption of modern Politicians have 
involved us in, againſt all the Maxims whereby 
our Country flouriſhed ſo many hundred Years : 
Elſe her Majeſty's Care of Religion would cer- 
tainly have reached even to her American Planta 
tions. Thoſe noble Countries, ſtocked by Num- 
bers from hence, whereof too many are in no 
very great Reputation for Faith or Morals, will 
be a perpetual Reproach to us, until ſome better 
Care be taken for cultivating Cxriſtianity among 
them. If the Governors of thoſe ſeveral Colo- 
nies were obliged, at certain Times, to tranſmit 
an exact Repreſentation of the State of Religion, 
in their ſeveral Diſtricts ; and the Legiſlature here 
would, in a time of Leiſure, take that Affair un- 
der their Conſideration; it might be perfected with 
little Difficulty, and be a great Addition to the 
Glories of her Majeſty's Reign. 

Bur, to wave further Speculations upon fo re- 
mote a Scene, while we have Subjects enough to 
employ them on at home; It is to be hoped, the 

Clergy will not let ſlip any proper Opportunity of 
improving the pious Diſpoſitions of the Qu EEx 
and Kingdom, for the Advantage of the Church ; 
when by the Example of Times paſt, they con- 
ſider how rarely ſuch Conjunctures are like to hap- 


pen. 
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pen. What if ſome Method were thought on to- 
wards repairing of Churches? For which there is 
like to be too frequent Occaſions ; thoſe ancient 
Gothick Structures, throughout this Kingdom, go- 
ing every Year to decay. That Expedient of re- 
pairing or rebuilding them by charitable Collecti- 
ons, ſeems in my Opinion not very ſuitable, ei- 
ther to the Dignity and Uſefulneſs of the Work, 
or to the Honour of our Country; ſince it might 
be fo eaſily done, with very little Charge to the 
Publick, in a much more decent and honourable 
Manner, whileParliaments are ſo frequently called. 
But, theſe and other Regulations muſt be left to a 
Time of Peace, which I ſhall humbly preſume 
to wiſh may ſoon be our Share, however offenſive 
it may be to any, either abroad or at heme, who | 
ace Gainers by the War. 
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Ceilicet, ut poſſes curvo digneſcere rectum. 


FAVING been forced in my Papers to 
uſe the Cant-words of Whig and Tory, 
which have ſo often varied their Significations, for 
twenty Years paſt ; I think it neceſſary to fay 
ſomething of the ſeveral Changes thoſe two Terms 
have undergone ſince that Period; and then to 
tell the Reader what I have always underſtood by 
each of them, ſince I undertook this Work. I 
reckon, that theſe Sorts of conceited Appellations, 
are uſually invented by the Vulgar; who not 


troubling themſelves to examine through the Me- 


rits of a Cauſe, are conſequently the moſt violent 
Partiſans of what they eſpouſe; and in their Quar- 
rels, 
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rels, uſually proceed to their beloved Argument 


of calling Names, until at length they light upon 
one which is ſure to ſtick; and in time, each 
Party grows proud of that Appellation, which 


their Adverſaries at firſt intended for a Reproach. 
Of this kind were the Praſini and Veneti, the 


Guelfs and Gibelines, Huguenots and Papifts, Roumd- 
heads and Cavaliers ; with many others, of anci- 


ent and modern Date. Among us of late there 


ſeems to have been a Barrenneſs of Invention in 
this Point; the Words hig and Tory, although 
they be not much above thirty Years old, having 


been preſſed to the Service of many Succeſſions of 


Parties, with very different Idea's faſtened to them. 
This DiſtinQion, I think, began towards the lat- 
ter part of King Charles the Second's Reign ; was 
dropt during that of his Succeſſor, and then re- 
vived at the Revolution ; ſince which it hath per- 


petually flouriſhed, although applied to very dif- 
ferent kinds of Principles and Perſons. In that 


Convention of Lords and Commons, ſome of 


| both Houſes were for a K-gency to the Prince of 


Orange, with a Reſervation of Style and Title 
to the abſent King, which ſhould be made Uſe 
of in all publick Acts. Others, when they were 


brought to allow the Throne vacant, thought 


the Succeſſion ſhould immediately go to the next 


Heir, — to the Fundamental Laws of the 
Kingdom, 
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12dom, as if the laſt King were actually dead. 
And, although the Diſſenting Lords (in whoſe 
Houſe the chief Oppoſition was) did at laſt yield 


both thoſe Points, took the Oaths to the new King, 


and many of them Employments ; yet they were 
looked upon with an Evil Eye by the warm Zea- 
lots of the other Side ; neither did the Court ever 
heartily favour any of them, although ſome were 
of the moſt eminent for Abilities and Virtue; and 


ſerved that Prince, both in his Councils and his | 


Army, with untainted Faith. Tt was apprehend- 
ed, at the ſame Time, and perhaps it might have 
deen true, that many of the Clergy would have 
been better pleaſed. with the Scheme of a Regency, 
or at [eaſt an uninterrupted lineal Succeſſion, for 
the Sake of thoſe whole Conſciences were truly 
Serupulcus ; and they thought there were ſome 
_ Circumſtances, in the Caſe of the deprived Bi- 
ſhops, that looked a little hard, or at leaſt deſerv- 
ed Com miſeration. 
Tussg, and other the like Reflections did, as 
I conceive, revive the Denominations of I hig 
and Tory. 
Sou E Time after the Revolution, the Dictinc- 
tion of High and Low- Church came in; which 
was raiſed by the Diſſenters, in order to break 


the Church Party, by dividing the Members into 


High and Low 3 and the Opinion raiſed, That 


the - 
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the Higb joined with the Papiſts, inclined the 
Law to fall in with the Diſſenter, 

AND here I ſhall take Leave to produce ſome 
Principles, which in the ſeveral Periods of the 
late Reign, ſerved to denote a Man of one or the 
other Party. To be againſt a Standing Army in 
Time of Peace, was all High-Church, Tory and 
Tantivy. To differ from a Majority of Biſhops 
was the ſame. To raiſe the Prerogative above 
Law for ſerving a Turn, was Low-Church and 
Fhig. The Opinion of the Majority in the 
Houie of Commons, eſpecially of the Country- 
Party or Landed Intereſt, was High-flying and 
rank Tory. To exalt the King's Supremacy be- 
yond all Precedent, was Lo- Church, Whiggiſh 
and Maderate. To make the leaſt Doubt of the 
pretended Prince being Suppoſititious, and a Ty- 
ler's Son, was, in their Phraſe, Top and Top gal- 
lant, and perfect Facebitim, To reſume the 
moſt exorbitant Grants that were ever given to 


. a Set of profligate Favourites, and apply them to 


the Publick, was the very Quintefſence cf To- 
ryifm ; notwithianding thoſe Grants were known 
to be acquire. ], by ſacrificing the Honour and tlie 
Wealth of En ala nd. 

In moſt of tucie Principles, the two Parties 
ſeem to have ſhifted Opinions, ſince their In- 
ſtitution . King Charles the Second; and 
indeed 
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the Rewvlution. But, as to that concerning the 


Pretender, the JVhigs have ſo far renounced it, 


that they are grown the great Advocates for his 


Legitimacy : Which gives me the Opportunity | 


of vindicating a noble * Duke who was accuſed 
of a Blunder in the Houſe, when, upon a cer- 
tain Lord's mentioning the Pretended Prince, his 
Grace told the Lords, He mu/? be plain with them, 
| and call that Perſon, not the Pretended Prince, but 


the Pretended Impoſftor : Which was fo far from a 


Blunder in that Polite Lord, as his Ill-willers 
give out, that it was only a refined Way of de- 


livering the avowed Sentiments of his whole 


Party. 

Bur to return. This was the State of Prin- 
ciples when the QUEEN came to the Crown ; 
ſome time after which, it pleaſed certain great 
Perſons, who had been all their Lives in the Al- 
titude of Tory Profeſſion, to enter into a Treaty 
with the Whigs ;- from whom they could get 


better Terms than from their old Friends, who 


began to be reſty, and would not allow Mono- 
polies of Power and Favour ; nor conſent to carry 
on the War intirely at the Expence of this Na- 


* The Duke of 
- tion, 


was expected from each, even at the Time of 
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The EXAMINER. 373 
tion, that they might have Penſions from Abroad; 
while another People, more immediately con- 
cerned in the War, Traded with the Enemy as 
in Times of Peace. Whereas, the other Party, 
whoſe Caſe appeared then as deſperate, was ready 
to yield to any Conditions that would bring them 
into Play. And I cannot help affirming, That 
this Nation was made a Sacrifice to the unmea- 
ſurable Appetite of Power and Wealth in @ very 


few, who ſhall be nameleſs, who in every Step 


always profeſſed. And if his Royal Highne the 
Prince had died ſome Years ſooner (who was a 
perpetual Check in their Career) it is dreadful to 
think how far they might have proceeded, 
Since that Time, the Bulk of the Figs ap- 
peareth rather to be linked to a certain Sett of 
Perſons, than any certain Sett of Principles: So 
that if I were to define a Member of that Party, 
I would ſay, he was one who believed in the late 
Miniftry. And therefore, whatever I have af- 
firmed of //higs in any of theſe Papers, or ob- 
jected againſt them, ought to be underſtood either 
of thoſe who were Partiſans of the late Men in 
Power, and privy to their Defigns ; or ſuch who 
joined with them, from an Hatred to our Mon- 
archy and Church; as Unbelievers and Difſenter: - 
of all Sizes: Or Men in Office, who had been 
 Voa.. IX. P | guilty 
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- guilty of much Corruption, and dreaded a Change; 
which would not only put a Stop to further Abuſes 
for the Future, but might perhaps, introduce 
Examinations of what was paſt: Or thoſe who 
had been too highly obliged, to quit their Sappor- 
ters with any common Decency. Orlaitly, the 


 MAdmy-Traders, who could never hope to make 


their Markets ſo well of Premiums and exorbi- 
tant Intereſt, and high Remittances, by any other 
Adminiſtration. 

Und theſe Heads may be reduced the 
whole Body of thoſe whom TI have all along un- 
derſtood-for Vhigs For, I do not include within 
this Number, any of thoſe, who have been miſ- 
led by Ignorance, or ſeduced by plauſible Pre- 
tences, to think better of that Sort of Men than 
they deſerve, and to apprehend mighty Dangers 
from their Diſgrace: Becauſe, I believe, the great- 
eſt Part of ſuch well-meaning People, are now 
thoroughly converted. 


AND indeed, it muſt be allowed, that the two 


fantaſtick Names of M hig and Tory, have at 


preſent very little Relation to thoſe Opinions, 
which were at firſt thought to diſtinguiſh them. 


W hoever formerly profeſſed himſelf to approve 
the Revolution, to be againſt the Pretender, to 
juſtify the Succeſſion in the Houſe of Fanwer, 


to think the Britiſh Monarchy not abſoJute, but 
limite 
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limited by Laws, which the Executive Power 
could not diſpenſe with ; and to allow an Indul- 
gence to ſcrupulous Conſciences ; ſuch a Man was 
content to be called a Mig. On the other Side, 
whoever aſſerted the Queen's Hereditary Right; 
that the Perſons of Princes were Sacred; their 
lawful Authority not to be reſiſted on any Pre- 
tence; nor even their Uſurpations, without the 
moſt extream Neceſſity: 'T hat Breaches in the 
Succeſſion were highly dangerous; that, Schi/m 
was a great Evil, both in itſelf and its Conſe- 
quences; that, the Ruin of the Church would 
probably be attended with that of the State; thats 
no Power ſhould be truſted with thoſe who are 
not of the eſtabliſhed Religion; ſuch a Man was 
uſually called a Tory, Now, although the Opi- 
nions of both theſe are very conſiſtent, and 1 
really think are maintained at preſent by a great 
Majority of the Kingdom; yet, according as 
Men apprehend the Danger greater, either from 
the Pretender aud his Party, or from the Violence 
and Cunning of other Enemies to the Conſtitu- 
tion; ſo, their common Diſcourſes and Reaſon- 
ings turn either to the firſt or ſecond Sett of 
theſe Opinions I have mentioned; and are con- 
ſequently ſtiled either Ihigs or Tories. Which 
is, as if two Brothers apprehended their Houſe 
would be ſet upon, but diſagreed about the Place 
| £& * - 
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from whence they thought the Robbers would 
come; and therefore would go on different Sides 
to defend it; they muſt needs weaken and ex- 
pole themſelves by ſuch a Separation; and fo did 
me, only our Caſe was worſe : For, in order to 
keep off a weak remate Enemy, from whom we 
could not ſuddenly apprehend any Danger, we took 
a nearer and a ffronger one into the Houſe, I make 
no Compariſon at all between the two Ene- 
mies: Popery and Slavery are without doubt the 
greateſt and moſt dreadful of any ; but I may 
venture to affirm, that the Fear of theſe, have 
not, at leaſt ſince the Revolution, been ſo cloſe 
and prefling upon us, as that from another Fac- 
tion; excepting only one ſhort Period, when the 
Leaders of that very Faction, invited the abdi- 


cating King to return; * which. I have formerly 
taken Notice. c 


HavinG thus declared what Sort of Perſons I 
have always meant, under the Denomination of 
Whigs, it will be eaſy to ſhew whom I underſtand 
by Tories. Such whoſe Principles in Church and 
State, are what I have above related ; whoſe Ac. 
tions are derived from thence, and who have no 
Attachment to any Sett of Miniſters, further 
than as theſe are Friends to the Conſtitution in all 
its Parts; but will do their utmoſt to fave their 
Prince and Country, whoever be at the Helm. 

By 
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By theſe Deſcriptions of big and Tory, I am 

ſenſible thoſe Names are given to ſeveral Perſons 

very undeſervedly ; and, that many a Man is 

called by one or the other, who hath not the leaſt 

Title to the Blame or Praiſe I have beſtowed on 
each of them throughout my Papers. 
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NUMBER XLIV. 
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Magna vis eft, magnum nomen, unum & idem 


HO EVER calls to mind the Cla- 
mour and the Calumny, the artificial 


Fears and Jealouſies, the ſhameful Miſrepreſenta- ; 


tion of Perſons and of Things, that were raiſed 
and ſpread by the Leaders and Inſtruments of a 
certain Party, upon the Change of the laſt Mi- 


niſtry, and Diſſolution of Parliament; if he be 


a true Lover of his Country, muſt feel a mighty 
Pleaſure, although mixed with ſome Indignation, 
to ſee the Wiſhes, the Conjectures, the Endea- 
yours of an inveterate Faction intirely diſappoint- 
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el; and this important Period wholly ſpent, in 
reſtoring the Prerogative to the Prince, and Li- 
berty to the Subject; in reforming paſt Abuſes, 
preventing future, ſupply ing old Deficiences, pro- 
viding for Debts, reſtoring the Clergy to their 
Rights, and taking Care of the Neceſſities of the 
Church: And, all this unattended with any of 
thoſe Misfortunes which ſome Men hoped for, 
while they pretended to fear. 

Fox my own part, I muſt confeſs, the Dif- 
ficulties appeared fo great to me, from ſuch a 
Noiſe and Shew of Oppoſition, that I thought 


nothing but the abſolute Neceflity of Affairs, 


could ever juftify fo daring'an Attempt. But, a 
wiſe and good Prince, at the Head of an able 
Miniſtry, and of a Sentate freely choſen, all 
united to purſue the true Intereſt of their Coun- 
try, ts a Power, againſt which, the little inferior 
Politicks of any Faction, will be able to make 


no long Reſiſtance, Fo this we may add one 


additional Strength, which in the Opinion of our 
Adverfaries, is the greateſt and juſteſt of any; 
I mean the Yox Populi, fo indiſputably declarative 
on the ſame Side. I am apt to believe, when 
theſe diſcarded Politicians begin feriouſly to con- 
fider all this, they will think it proper to give 
out; and referve their Wiſdom for ſome more 
convenient Juncture. 
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Tr is pleafant enough to obſerve, that thoſe 
who were the chief Inſtruments of raiſing the 
Noiſe ; who ftarted Fears, beſpoke Dangers, and 
formed. ominous Prognoſticks, in order to ſcare 
the Allies, to ſpirit the French, and fright igno- 
rant People at home ; made uſe of thoſe very 
Opinions themſelves had broached, for Arguments 
to prove, that the Change of Miniſters was dan- 
gerous and unſeaſonable. But, if a Houſe be 
Swept, the more Occaſion there is for ſuch a 
Work, the more Duft it will raiſe ; if it be go- 
ing to Ruin, the Repairs, however neceſſary, 
will make a Noiſe, and difturb the Neighbourhood 


France, if it be true, that they had any, upon 
the News ot thoſe Alterations among us; their 
Joys. was grounded upon the ſame Hopes with 
that of the Whigs, who comforted themſelves, 
that a Change of Miniftry and Parliament would 


infallibly put us all into Confuſion ; increaſe our 


Diviſions, and deſtroy our Credit; wherein, I 
ſuppoſe, by this time they are equally undeceived. 

' Bur this long Seſſion, being in a manner end- 
ed, which ſeveral Circumſtances, and one Acci- 
dent, altogether unforeſeen, have drawn out be- 
yond the uſual Time; it may be ſome ſmall piece 
of Juſtice to ſo excellent an Aſſembly, barely to 
mention a few of thoſe great Things they have 

done 
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done for the Service of their Qu ER and Coun- 
try; which I ſhall take notice of juſt as they 


come to my 
Tun Credit of the Nation began mightily to 
ſuffer by a Diſcount upon Exchequer Bills, which 
have been generally reckoned the ſureſt and molt 
facred of all Securities, The preſent Lord T rea- 
ſurer, then a Member of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, propoſed a Method, which was immedi- 
ately complied with, of raiſing them to a Par 
with Specie; and ſo they have ever ſince con- 
| Tux Brityh Colonies of Nevis and St. Chrifte- 
phers, had been miſerably plundered by the French; 
their Houſes burnt, their Plantations deftroyed, 
and many of the Inhabitants carried away Pri- 
| ſoners : They had often, for ſome Years paſt, 
applied in vain for Relief from hence. ; until the 
| preſent Parliament, confidering their Condition as 
YZ 
[ 


a Caſe of Juſtice and Mercy, voted them one 
hundred thouſand Pounds by Way of Recom- 

pence, in ſome Manner, for their Sufferings. 
SoME Perſons, whom the Voice of the Na- 
tion. authorizeth me to call her Enemies. taking 
Advantage of the general Naturalization Act, had 
invited over a great Number of Foreigners of all 
Religions, under the Name of Palatines; who 
underſtood no Trade or Handicraft ; yet rather 
P 5 choſe 
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Choſe to beg than labour; who beſides infeſting 
our Streets, bred contagions Diſeaſes, by which 
we loſt in Natives, thrice - the Number of what 
we gained in Foreigners, The Houſe of Com- 
mons, as a Remedy againſt this Evil, brought in 
a Bill for repealing that Act of general Naturaliza- 
tionz which, to the Surprize of moſt People, 
was rejected by the Lords. And upon this Oc- 
caſwn, I muſt allow myfelf to have been juſtly 
rebuked by one of my Weekly Monitors, for 


pretending in a former Paper, to hope that Law 
would be repealed ; wherein the Commons being 


diſappointed, took care, however, to fend many 
of the Palatines away, and to repreſent their be- 
ing invited over, as a pernicious Council. 

Tus Qualification- Bill, incapacitating Men to 
ſerve in Parliament, who have not ſome Eſtate in 
Land, either in Poſſeſſion or certain Reverſion, 
is perhaps the greateſt Security that ever was con- 
trived for preſerving the Conftitution, which o- 
therwiſe might, in a little time, lie wholly at the 
Mercy of the Moneyed Intereſt. And, fince 
much the greateſt Part of the Taxes is paid, 
either immediately from Land, or from its Pro- 


ductions; it is but common Juſtice, that thoſe 


who are the Proprietors, ſhould appoint what 
Portion of it ought to go to the Suppert of the 
Publick ; otherwiſe, the Engroſſers of Money 

would 


| ls » kn a St anal. * is 


a &E 2. a6. Aw. Ak ih. qa £6. Eero 


| The EXAMINER. 323 
would be apt to lay heavy Loads on others, which 
ne never touch with one of their Fingers. 

Tu Pablick Debts were fo prodigiouſſy en- 
creaſed, by the Negligence and Corruption: of 
thoſe who had been Managers -of the Revenne ; 
that the late Minifters, like careleſs Men, who 
rim out their Fortunes, were ſo far from any 
Thoughts of Payment, that they had not the 
Courage to ſtate or compute them. The Parlia- 
ment found that thirty Five Millions had never 
been accounted for ; and that the Debt on the 
Navy, wholly unprovided for, amounted to nine 


Millions. The late Chancellor of the Exche- 


gurr, ſuitable to his tranſcendant Genius for 
publick Affairs, propoſed a Fund to be Security 
for that immenſe Debt, which is now eogfirmed 
by a Law ; and is likely to prove the greateſt 
Reſtoration and Eſtabliſhment of the Kingdom's 
Credit. Nor content with this, the Legiſlature 
hath appointed Commiſſioners of Accompts, to 
inſpect into paſt Miſmanagements of the publick 
Money, and prevent them for the Future. 

 Inavs, in a former Paper, mentioned the 
Act for building fifty new Churches in London 
and 1/2/?:ninfter, with a Fund appropriated for 
that pious and noble Work, But, while I. am 


mentioning Ads of Piety, it would be unjuſt to 
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Religion, which hath extended even to another 
Kingdom: His Lordſhip having ſome Months a- 
go,- obtained of her Majeſty the Firſt Fruits and 


Tentha to the Clergy of Ireland, as he is known 


to have already done for that Reverend Body here. 


South Sea, propoſed by the ſame great Perſon, 
whoſe Thoughts are perpetually employed, and 
ever with Succeſs, on the Good of his Country ; 
will, in all Probability, if duly executed, be of 
mighty Advantage to the Kingdom, and an ever- 
laſting Honour to the preſent Parliament. 

I MIGHT go on further, and mention that 
ſeaſonable Law againſt exceſſive Gaming; the 
putting a Stop to that ſcandalous Fraud of falſe 
Muſters in the Guards; the diligent and effec- 
tuaFEnquiry made by the Commons into ſeveral 
groſs Abuſes. I might produce many Inſtances 
of their Impartial Juſtice in deciding controvert- 
ed Elections, againſt former Example, and great 
Provocations to retaliate, I might ſhew their 

chearful Readineſs in granting ſuch vaſt Supplies; 


their great Unanimity, not to be broken by all 


the Arts of a malicious and cunning Faction; 


their unſeigned Duty to the Queen ; and laſtly, 


that Repreſentation made to her Majeſty from 
the Houſe of Commons, diſcovering ſuch a Spi- 


+ n 


conceal my Lord High Treaſurer's Concern for 


Tnz Act for carrying on a Trade to the 


r 


mory, I may have omitted many Things of great 
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rit and Diſpoſition in that noble Aſſembly, to 
dreſs all thoſe Evils, which a long Male-Admini- 


ſtration had brought upon us. 
Ir is probable, that truſting only to my Me. 


Importance; neither do I pretend further in the 
Compaſs of this Paper than to give the World 
ſome general, however imperfet Idea, how 
worthily this great Aſſembly hath diſcharged the 
Truſt of thoſe who ſo freely choſe them; and 
what we may reaſonably hope and expect from 
the Piety, Courage, Wiſdom, and Loyalty of 
ſuch excellent Patriots, in a Time fo fruitful of 
Occaſions to exert the greateſt Abilities. 
AND now I conceive the main Deſign I had 
in writing theſe Papers, is fully executed. A 
great Majority of the Nation is at Length tho- 
roughly convinced, that the QM EEN proceeded 
with the higheſt Wiſdom, in changing her Mi- 


niſtry and Parliament. That, under a former 


Adminiſtration, the greateſt Abuſes of all Kinds 
were committed ; and the moſt dangerous At- 
rempts againſt the Conſtitution for ſome Time 
intended. The whole Kingdom finds the preſent 
Perſons in Power, directly and openly purſuing 
the true Service of their QUEEN and Country ; 
and to be ſuch whom their moſt bitter Enemies 
cannot tax with Bribery, Covetouſneſs, Ambi- 
; tion, 
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tion, Pride, Inſolence, or any pernicious Prin- 
ciples in Religion or Government. 

For my own particular, thoſe little barking 
Pens which have fo conſtantly purſued me, I 
take to be of no further Conſequence to what I 
have writ, than the ſcoffing Slaves of old, placed 
behind the Chariot, to put the General in Mind 
of his Mortality ; which was but a Thing of 
Form, and made no Stop or Diſturbance in the 
Show. However, if thoſe perpetual Snarlers a- 
gainſt me, had the ſame Deſign, I muſt own they 
have effectually compaſſed it; ſince nothing can 
well be more mortifying, than to reflect, that I 
am of the ſame Species with Creatures capable of 
uttering ſo much Scurrility, Dulneſs, Falſhood 
and Impertinence, to the Scandal and Diſgrace of 
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Written in the Year 17 14. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


our. Month before the Demiſe Queen 
ANNE, our Author retired to a Friend's Houſe 


in Berkſhire, upon the Miniſtry quarrelling among 


themſelves, whom he endeavoured to reconcile to each 


other ; but finding his Endeavours fraitlſs, he wrote 
the following in his Retirement, and ſent it to Lon- 
don, to be printed: But before it was ready for 
Publication, that Princeſs died, which prevented its 


Appearance in the World, and in all Probabilty 


would have been loſt for ever, had nat a Printer 
t of Dublin been in London ſame Time ago, and 
og the original Manuſcript from Alderman John 
, Barber, formerly City-Printer, who had mofl care 


fillh priſerved it. 


n 


1 We ſuppoſe, Mr, Faulkner, 
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HATEVER may be thought or 
practiſed by profound Politicians, they 
will hardly be able to convince the reaſonable . 
Part of Mankind that the moſt plain, ſhort, 
eaſy, ſaſe, and lawful Way to any good End, is 
not more eligible, than one directly contrary in 
ſome or all of theſe Qualities. I have been fre- 
quently aſſured by great Miniſters, that Politicks 
were nothing but common Senſe ; which as it 
was the only true Thing they ſpoke, ſo it was 
the only Thing they could have wiſhed I ſhould 
not believe. God hath given the Bulk of Man- 
kind a Capacity to underſtand Reaſon when it 
Fo | 13 
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is fairly offered; and by Reaſon they would eaſi- 
ly be governed, if it were left to their Choice. 
Thoſe Princes in all Ages who were moſt di- 
ſtinguiſhed for their myſterious Skill in Govern- 
ment, found by the Event, that they had ill 
conſulted their own Quiet, or the Eaſe and Hap- 
Pineſs of their People ; nor hath Poſterity re- 
membered them with Honour: Such as Lyſander 
and Philip among the Greets, Tibæius in Rome, 
Pope Alexander the Sixth and his Son Cæſar 
Borgia, Queen Catharine de Medicis, Philip the 
Second of Spain, with many others. Nor are 
Examples leſs frequent of Miniſters famed for 
Men of deep Intrigue, whoſe Politicks have pro- 


duced little more than Murmurings, Factions, 
:and Diſcontents, which uſually terminated in the 


Difgrace and Ruin of the Authors. 

Ic AN recolle& but three Occaſions in a 
— where the Talents of ſuch Men may be 
thought neceflary ; I mean in à State. where the 
Prince is obeyed and loved by his Subjects: Firſt, 
in the Negotiation of a Peace; ſecotidly, in ad- 
juſting the Intereſts of our own Country with 
"thoſe of the Nations round us, watching the 
ſeveral Motions of our Neighbours and Allies, 
and preſerving a due Balance among them: Laſt- 
y, in the Management of Parties and Factions 


at home. In the firſt of theſe Caſes, I have of- 


ten 
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ten heard it obſerved, that plain good Senſe and 
a firm Adherence to the Point, have proved 
more effectual than all thoſe Arts, which I re- 
member a great foreign Miniſter uſed in Con- 
tempt: to call the Spirit of Negotiating. In the 
ſecond Caſe, much Wiſdom, and a thorough 
Knowledge in Affairs both foreign and domeſ- 
tick are certainly required: After which I know 
no Talents neceſſary beſides Method and Skill 
in the common Forms of Buſineſs. In the laſt 
Caſe, which is that of managing Parties, there 
ſeems indeed to be more Occaſion for employ- 
ing this Gift of the lower Politicks, whenever 
the Tide runs high againſt the Court and Mi- 
niſtry, which ſeldom happens under any: tolerable 
Adminiſtration, while the true Intereſt of the 
Nation is purſued, But here in England (for I 
do not pretend to eſtabliſh Maxims of Govern- 
ment in general) while the Prince and Miniſtry, 
the: Clergy, the Majority of landed. Men, and 
Bulk of the People appear to have the fame 
Views, and the fame Principles, it is not obvi- 
ous to me, how thoſe at the Helm can have 
many: Opportunities of ſhewing their Skill in 
Myſtery and Refinement, d what 3 
think fit to create. 

I nav x been aſſured yds bag prafliſed 
— that the Secrets of Court are much 


fe wer 
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fewer than we generally ſuppoſe ; and I hold it 
for the greateſt Secret of Court that they are ſo : 


Becauſe the firſt Springs of great Events, like 


thoſe of great Rivers, are often ſo mean and fo 
little, that in Decency they ought to be hid: 
And therefore Miniſters are ſo wiſe to leave their 
Proceedings to be accounted for by Reaſoners at 
a Diſtance, who often mould them into Syſtems, 
that do not only go down very well in the Cof- 
ſee- Houſe, but are Supplies for Pamphlets in the 
preſent Age, and may probably furniſh Materials 
for Memoirs and Hiſtories in the next. | 
Ir z true indeed, that even thoſe who are 


very near the Court, and are ſuppoſed to have a 


large Share in the Management of publick Mat- 
ters, are apt to deduce wrong Conſequences, by 
reaſoning upon the Cauſes and Motives of thoſe 
Actions wherein themſelves are employed. A 
great Miniſter puts you a Caſe, and asks your 
Oginian, but ——— 
upon which the whole Weight of the Matter 
turns ; then he deſpiſeth your Underſtanding for 
— cc — * 
to truſt entirely to his own Wiſdom. Thus he 
grows to abound in Secrets and Reſerves, even 
towards thoſe with whom he ought to act in the 
greateſt Confidence and Concert; and thus the 


World is brought to judge, that whatorer be the 
I; 4 
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Iſſue and Event, it was all foreſeen, contrived, 
and brought to paſs by ſome Mafter- ftroke of his 
Politicks. 

I covLD froduce innumerable Inſtances from 
my own Memory and Obſervation, of Events 
imputed to the profound Skill and Addreſs of a 
Miniſter, which in reality were either the meer 
Effects of Negligence, Weakneſs, Humour, Paſ- 
fion, or Pride, or at beſt, but the natural Courſe 
of things left to themſelves. | 

Duni xc this very Seſſion of Parliament, a 
moſt ingenious Gentleman, who hath much 
Credit with thoſe in Power, would needs have 
it, that in the late Diſſentions at Court, which 
grew too high to be any longer a Secret, the whole 
Matter was carried with the utmoſt Dexterity on 
one Side, and with manifeſt ill Conduct on the 
other. To prove this, he made uſe of the moſt 
plauſible Topicks, drawn from the Nature and 
Diſpoſition of the ſeveral Perfons concerned, as 
well as of Her Majeſty ; all which he knows as 
much of as any Man: And gave me a Detail of 
the whole with ſuch an Appearance of Probabi- 
lity, as committed to Writing would paſs for an 
admirable Piece of Secret Hiſtory. * Yet I am at 
the fame Time convinced by the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſons, that the Iſſue of thoſe Diſſentions, as to 
the. Part they had in the Court and Houſe of 


Lords, 
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Lords, was partly owing to very different Cauſes, 
and partly owing to the Situation of Affairs, 
from whence in that Conjuncture they could not 
eaſily terminate otherwiſe than they did, what- 
ever unhappy Conſequences they may have for 
the future, 

In like Manner I have heard a Phyſician 
pronounce with great Gravity, that he had cur- 
ed fo many Patients of malignant Fevers, and as 
many more of the Small- pox; whereas in Truth 
nine Parts in ten of thoſe who recovered, owed 
their Lives to the Strength of Nature and a 

good Conſtitution, while ſuch a one happened to 
be their Doctor. 
Bor, while it is ſo difficult to learn the Springs 
and Motives of ſome Facts, and ſo eaſ y to for- 
get the Circumſtances of others, it is no Wonder 
they ſhould be fo groſly miſrepreſentod to the 
Publick by curious inquiſitive Heads, who pro- 
ceed altogether upon Conjectures, and in reaſon- 
ing upon Affairs of State are ſure to be miſtaken 
by ſearching too deep. And as I have known 
this to be the frequent Error of many others, fo 
I am ſure it hath been perpetually mine, when- 
ever I have attempted to diſcover the Cauſes of 
political Events by Refinement and ConjeQure ; 
which, I muſt acknowledge, hath very much 
abated m y Veneration for what they call Arcana 
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Imperu ; whereof I dare pronounce, that the few- 


er there are in any — it is Juſt ſo 
much the better. 


WAT I have bikoos ſaid, hath by no 


means been intended to detract from the Qualities 


requiſite in thoſe who are truſted with the Admi- 
niſtration of publick Affairs; on the contrary, 1 
know no Station of Liie where great Abilities and 


| Virtues of all Kinds are fo highly neceſſary, and 


where the Want of any is fo quickly or univer- 
ſally felt. A great Miniſter hath no Virtue for 
which the Publick may not be the better, nor a- 
ny Defect by which the. Publick is not certainly 
a Sufferer. I have known more than once or 
twice within four Years paft, an Omiſſion, in 
Appearance very ſmall, prove almoſt fatal to a 
whole Scheme, and very hardly retrieved. It is 
not always ſufficient for the Perſon at the Helm, 
that he is intrepid in his Nature, free from any 
Tincture of Avarice or Corruption, and that he 
hath great natural and acquired Abilities, 

Id EVER thought the Reputation of much 
Secrecy was a Character of any Advantage to a 
Miniſter, becauſe it put ail other Men upon their 
Guard to be as ſecret as he, and was conſequent- 
ly the Occaſion that Perſons and Things were al- 
ways miſrepreſented to him: Becauſe likewiſe too 
great an Affectation of Secrecy is uſually though: 

3 to 
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to be attended with thoſe little Intrigues and Re- 
 finements, which among the Vulgar denominate 
a Man a great Politician ; but among others is 
apt, whether deſervedly or no, to acquire the 
Opinion of Cunning : A Talent which differs 
as much from the true Knowledge of Govern- 
ment, as that of an Attorney from an able Law- 
yer. Neither indeed am I altogether convinced, 
that this Habit of multiplying Secrets may not be 
carried on fo far, as to ſtop that Communication 
which is neceſſary in ſome Degree among all 
who have any conſiderable Part in the Manage- 
ment of Publick Affairs: Becauſe I have obſerv- 
ed the Inconveniences ariſing from a Want of 
Love between thoſe who were to give Directi- 
ons, to have been of as ill Conſequence, as any 
that could happen from the Diſcovery of Secrets. 
I ſuppoſe, when a Building is to be erected, the 
Model may be the Contrivance only of one Head ; 
and it is ſufficient that the Under-workmen be 
ordered to cut Stones into certain Shapes, and 
place them in certain Poſitions : But the ſeveral 
Maſfter-builders muſt have ſome general Know- 
ledge of the Detign, without which they can 
give no Orders at all. And indeed, ] do not 
know a greater Mark of an able Miniſter, than 
that of rightly adapting the ſeveral Faculties of 
Men; nor is any Thing more to be lamented than 
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the Impracticableneſs of doing this in any great 
ſo many ſhut themſelves out by adhering to a 
Faction, and while the Court is enflaved to the 
Impatience of others, who deſire to fell their 
Vote or their Intereſt as dear as they can. But 
whether this hath not been ſubmitted to more 
than was neceſſary, whether it hath not been 
dangerous in the Example, and pernicious in the 
Practice, I will leave to — thoſe 
who can better determine. 

Ir may be Matter of no little Admiration to 
conſider in ſome Lights the State of Affairs a- 
mong us for four Years paſt. The Queen find- 
ing herſelf and the Majority of her Kingdom 
grown weary of the Avarice and Inſolence, the 
miſtaken Politicks, and deſtructive Principles of 
her former Miniſters; calls to the Service of the 
Publick another Set of Men, who by Confeflion 
of their Enemies had equal Abilities at leaſt with 
their Predeceſſors: Whoſe Intereſt made it ne- 
ceſſary for them (although their Inclinations h. d 
been otherwiſe) to act upon thoſe Maxims which 
were moſt agreeable to the Conſtitution in Church 
and State; whoſe Birth and Patrimonies gave them 
Weight in the Nation; and who (I ſpeak of 
thoſe who were to have the chief Part in Affairs) 
had long lived under the ſtricteſt Bonds of Friend- 
Vor. IX. ſhip, 
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ſhip, with all theſe Advantages ſupported by a 
vaſt Majority of the landed Intereſt, and the in- 
ferior Clergy almoſt to a Man: We have ſeveral 
Times ſeen the preſent Adminiſtration in the 


greateſt Diſtreſs, and very near the Brink of Ru- 


in, together with the Cauſe of the Church and 
| Monarchy committed to their Charge; neither 
doth it appear to me at the Minute I am now 
writing, that their Power or Duration are upon 
any tolerable Foot of Security : Which I do not 
ſo much impute to the Addreſs and Induſtry of 


their Enemies, as to ſome Failures among them 


ſelves, which I think have been full as viſible i in 
their Cauſes as their Effects, 

_  NoTHiNG hath given me greater Indignation 
than to behold a Miniftry, who came in with the 
Advantages I bave repreſented, acting ever ſince 
upon the Defenſive in the Houſe of Lords with 
2 Majority on their Side, and inſtead of calling 
others to account, as it was reaſonably expected, 


tunities of doing good, becauſe a ſtruggling Fac- 
tion kept them continually in Play. This Cou- 
rage among the Adverſaries of the Court, was 
inſpired into them by various Incidents, for every 
one of which I think the Mrmfers, (or, if that 
was the Caſe) the Miniſler alone is to anſwer. 

Fo R, 


miſpending their Time and loſing many Oppor- 
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For, firſt, that Race of Politicians, who in the 
Cant Phraſe are called the Vhimſicals, was never 
| ſo numerous, or at leaſt ſo active, as it hath been 
f ſince the great Change at Court; many of thoſe 
- who pretended wholly to be in with the Principles 
d upon which her Majeſty and her new Servants 
r proceeded, either abſenting themſelyes with the 
* utmoſt Indifference, in thoſe Conjunctures where- 
n on the whole Cauſe depended, or ſiding directly 


ot with the Enemy. | 

of I very well remember, when this Miniſtry 
m- Was not above a Year old, there was little Mur- 
in 


muring among ſuch as are called the higheſt 
Tories or Churchmen, that quicker Progreſs was 
not made in removing thoſe of the diſcontented 
Party out of Employments ; I remember like- 
wife, the Reaſonings upon this Matter were va- 
rious, even among many who were allowed to 
know a good deal of the Inſide of the Court; 
ſome ſuppoſed the ------- was at firſt prevailed on 
to make that great Change with no other View 
than that of acting for the future upon a made- 
rating Scheme, in order to reconcile both Parties ; 
and I believe there might poſſibly have been ſome 
Grounds for this Suppoſition. Others, conceiv- 
ed the Employments were left undiſpoſed of, in 
order to keep alive the Hopes of many more 
impatient Candidates than ever could be gratified. 
Q 2 This 
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This hath ſince been looked on as a very high 
Strain of Politicks, and to have ſucceeded accord- 
ingly ; becauſe it is the Opinion of many, that 
the numerous Pretenders to Places would never 
have been kept in order, if all Expectation had 
been cut off, Others were yet more refined ; and 
thought it neither wiſe nor ſafe wholly to extin- 
guiſh all Oppoſition from the other Side ; becauſe 
in the Nature of Things it was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary that there ſhould be Parties in an Engliþ 
Parliament; and a Faction already odious to the 
People, might be ſuffered to continue with leſs 
Danger than any new one that could ariſe, To 
confirm this, it was faid, that the Majority i in 
the Houſe of. Commons was too great on the 
Side of the High- Church, and began to form 
themſelves into a Body ( by the Name of the 
Oeber-Club) in order to put the Miniftry un- 
der Subjection. Laſtly, the Danger of introdu- 
cing too great a Number of unexperienced Men 
at once into Office, was urged as an irrefragable 
Reaſon for making Changes by flow Degrees. To 
diſcard an able Officer from an Employment, or 
Part of a Commiſſion, where the Revenue or 
Trade were concerned, for no other Reaſon but 
_ differing in ſome Principles of Government, might 
be of terrible Conſequence, 
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HowEveR, it is certain, that none of theſe 
Excuſes were able to paſs among Men who ar- 
gued only from the Principles of general Reaſon, 
For firſt, they looked upon all Schemes of Com- 
prehenſion to be as viſionary and impoſſible in 
the State, as in the Church. Secondly, while 
the Spirit raiſed by the Trial of Dr. Sacheverell 
continued in Motion, Men were not fo keen up- 
on coming in themſelves, as to ſee their Ene- 
mies aut, and deprived of all Aſſiſtance to do 
Miſchief : And it is urged further, that this 


general Ambition of hunting after Places, grew 


chiefly from ſeeing them ſo long undiſpoſed of, 
and from too general 2n Encouragement by Pro- 
miſes, to all who were thought capable of doing 
either Good or Hurt. Thirdly, the Fear of crea- 
ting another Party, in caſe the preſent Faction 
were wholly ſubdued, was in the Opinion of plain 
Men, and in regard to the Situation of our Af- 
fairs, too great a Sacrifice of the Nation's Safety 
to the Genius of Politicks ; conſidering how much 
was to be done, and how little Time might pro- 
bably be allowed. Beſides, the Diviſion of a 
Houſe of Commons into Court and Country Parties, 
which was the Evil they ſeemed to apprehend, 
could never be dangerous to a good Miniftry, 
who had the true Intereſt and Conſtitution of 
their Country at Heart : As for the Apprehen- 

Q 3 ſion 
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ſion of too great a Majority in the Houſe of 
Commons, it appeared to be fo vain, that upon 
ſome Points of Importance the Court was hardly 
able to procure one. And the O#Atober-Club, 
which appeared fo formidable at firſt to ſome 
Politicians, proved in the Sequel to be the chief 
Support of thoſe who ſuſpected them. It was 
likewiſe very well known, that the greateſt Part 
of thoſe Men whom the former Miniſtry left in 
Poſſeſſion of Employments, were loudly charg- 


ed with Inſufficiency or Corruption, over and a- 


bove their obnoxious Tenets in Religion and 
Government ; fo that it would have been a 
Matter of ſome Difficulty to make a worſe 
Choice: Beſides, that Plea for keeping Men of 


faRious Principles in Employment, upon the Score 


of their Abilities, was thought to be extended a 
little too far, and conſtrued to take in all Em- 
ployments whatfoever, altho many of them re- 


quired no more Abilities than would ſerve to qua- 


lify a Gentleman-Uſher, at Court: So that this 
laſt Excuſe for the very ſlow Steps made in diſ- 
arming the Adverfaries of the Crown, was allow- 
ed indeed to have more Plauſibility, but leſs 
Truth, than any of the former. 

I Do not here pretend to condemn the Oren 
ſels or Actions of the preſent Miniftry : Their 
Safety and Intereſt are viſibly united with thoſe 
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of the Publick, they are Perſons of unqueſti- 
onable Abilities, altogether unſuſpected of Ava- 
rice or Corruption, and have the Advantage to be 
further recommended by the Dread and Hatred 
of the oppoſite Faction. However, it is mani- 
feſt, that the Zeal of their Friends hath been cool- 
ing towards them for above two Years paſt : 
They have been frequently deſerted or diſtreſſed 
upon the moſt preſſing Occafions, and very near 
giving up in Deſpair : Their Characters have 
been often treated with the utmoſt Barbarity and 
Injuſtice in both Houſes, by ſcurrilous and enrag- 
ed Orators ; while their neareſt Friends, and 
even thoſe who muſt have a Share in their Diſ- 
grace, never offered a Word in their Vindi- 
cation. 
Wren I examine with my ſelf what Occaſi- 
ons the Miniſtry may have given for this Cold- 
neſs, Inconſtaney and Diſcontent among their 
Friends, I at the ſame time recollect the various 
Conjectures, Reaſonings and Suſpicions, which 
have run ſo freely for three Vears paſt, con- 
cerning the Defigns of the Court: I do not only 
mean ſuch Conjectures as are born in a Coffee» 
Houſe, or invented by the Malice of a Party; 
but alſo the Concluſions (however miſtaken) of 
wiſe and good Men, whoſe Quality and Station 
fitted them to underſtand the Reaſon of publick 

1 Proceedings, 


344 Some free Thoughts upon 
Proceedings, and in whoſe Power it lay to re- 
commend or diſgrace an Adminiſtration to the 


People. I muſt therefore take the Boldneſs to 


aſſert, that all theſe Diſcontents, how ruinous ſo- 
ever they may prove in the Conſequences, have 


moſt unneceſſarily ariſen from the want of a due 
Man muſt 


Communication and Concert, Every 
have a Light ſufficient for the Length of the 
Way he is appointed to go : There is a Degree 
of Confidence due to all Stations; and a petty 
Conſtable will neither act chearfully or wiſely 


without that Share of it which properly belongs 


to him: Although the main Spring in a Watch 
be out of Sight, there is an intermediate Com- 
munication between it and the ſmalleſt Wheel, 
or elſe no uſeful Motion could be performed, 
This reſerved myſterious Way of acting, upon 
Points where there appeared not the leaſt Occa- 
ſion for it, and towards Perſons, who, at leaſt 
in right of their Poſts, expect a more open T reat- 
ment, was imputed to ſome hidden Deſign, which 
every Man conjectured to be the very Thing he 
was moſt afraid of, Thoſe who profeſſed the 
Height of what is called the Church Principle, 
ſuſpected, that a Comprehenſion was intended, 
wherein the moderate Men on both Sides might 
be equally employed. Others went farther, and 


dreaded ſuch a Correſpondence, as directly tend- 
| * 4 
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ed to bring the old exploded Principles and Per- 
ſons once more into Play, Again, ſome. affected 
to be uneaſy about the Succeſſion, and ſeemed to 
think there was a View of introducing that Per- 
fon, whatever he is, who pretends to claim the 
Crown by Inheritance. Others, eſpecially of 
late, ſurmiſed on the contrary, that the Demands 
of the Houſe of Hanover were induſtriouſly fo- 


mented by ſome in Power, without the Privity of 


the - - - - or - - - -, Now, although theſe Ac- 
cuſations were too inconſiſtent to be all of them 
true, yet they were maliciouſly ſuffered to pals, 


and thereby took off much of that Popularity, 
which thoſe at the Helm ſtood in need of, to 


ſupport them under the Difficulties of a long per- 
plexing Negotiation, a daily Addition of publick 
Debts, and an exhauſted Treaſury. | 
Bor the Effects of this myſtical Manner of 
Proceeding did not end here: For, the late Diſ- 
ſentions between the Great Men at Court (which 
have been, for ſome Time paſt, the publick Enter- 
tainment of every Coffee Houſe) are ſaid to have 
ariſen from the ſame Fountain; while on one 
Side very great Reſerve, and certainly very great 
Reſentment on the other, if we may believe ge- 
neral Report (for I pretend to know no farther) 
have enflamed Animoſities to ſuch a height, as 
to make all Reconcilement impracticable. Sup- 
Qs pioſing 
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poſing this to be true, it may ſerve for a great 
Leſſon of Humiliation to Mankind, to behold 
the Habits and Paſfions of Men otherwiſe highly 
accompliſhed, triumphing over Intereſt, Friend- 
ſhip, Honour, and their own perſonal Safety, as 
well as that of their Country, and probably of a 
moſt gracious Princeſs, who hath entruſted it to 
them. A Ship's Crew quarrelling in a Storm, 


or while their Enemies are within Gun-ſhot, is 


but a ſeint Idea of this fatal Infatuation : Of 
which, although it be hard to fay enough, ſome 
People may think perhaps I have already faid too 
much, 

SINCE this unhappy n the Deſertion 
of Friends, and Loſs of Reputation have been 


ſo great, that I do not ſee how the Miniſters 


could have continued many Weeks in their Sta- 
tions, if their Oppoſers of all kinds had agreed 
about the Methods by which they ſhould be ru- 
in'd: And, their Preſervation hitherto ſeems to 
reſemble his, who had two Poiſons given him to- 
gether of contrary Operations. 

Ir may ſeem very impertinent in one of my 
Level, to point out to thoſe who ſit at the Helm, 


what Courſe they ought to ſteer. I know - 


nough of Courts to be ſenſible how mean an O- 
pinion great Miniſters have of moſt Men's Un- 


— to a Degree, that in any other 


Science 


the preſent State of Affairs. 347 
Science would be called the groſſeſt Pedantry; 
However, unleſs I offer my Sentiments on this Point, 
all IJ have hitherto ſaid will be to no Purpoſe. - 
Tu x general Wiſhes and Deſires of a Peo- 
ple are perhaps more obvious to other Men, than 
to Miniſters of State. There are two Points 
of the higheſt Importance, wherein a very great 
Majority of the Kingdom appear perfectly hearty 
and unanimous. Firſt, that the Church of Eng- 
land ſhould be preſerved entire in all her Rights, 
Powers and Privileges ; all Doctrines relating ta 


Government diſcouraged, which ſhe condemns ; 


all Schiſms, Sets and Hereſies diſcountenanced 
and kept under due Subjection, as far as conſiſts 


with the Lenity of our Conſtitution : Her open 


Enemies (among whom I include at leaſt Diſſen- 
ters of all Denominations) not trufted with the 
ſmalleſt Degree of Civil or military Power ; and 
her ſecret Adverſaries under the Names of Whigs, 


Low- Church, Republicans, Moderation-Men, 


and the like, receive no Marks of Favour front 
the Crown, but what they ſhould deſerve by a 


| ſincere Reformation. 


HA Þ this Point been fleadily purſued in all 
its Parts, for three Years paſt, and aſſerted as the 
avowed Reſolution of the Court, there muſt 
probably have been an End of that Faction, 
which hath been able ever ſince with ſo much 

Q6 Vin 
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Vigour to diſturb and inſult the Adminiſtration. 


I know very well, that ſome Refiners pretend to 
argue for the Uſefulneſs of Parties in ſuch a Go- 


vernment as ours : I have ſaid ſomething of this 


already, and have heard a great many idle wiſe 
Topicks upon the Subject. But I ſhall not ar- 
gue that Matter at preſent: I ſuppoſe, if a Man 
thinks it neceſſary. to play with a Serpent, he will 
chuſe one of a Kind that is leaſt miſchievous ; 
otherwiſe, although -it appears to be cruſhed, it 
may have Life enough to ſting him to Death. 
So, I think it is not ſaſe tampering with the 
preſent Faction, at leaſt in this Juncture: Firſt, 


becauſe their Principles and Practices have been 


already very dangerous to the Conſtitution in 


Church and State: Secondly, becauſe they are 


highly irritated with the Loſs of their Power, 
ſull: of Venom and Vengeance, and prepared to 
_ execute every Thing that Rage or Malice can 


ſuggeſt. But principally, becauſe they have pre- 


vailed by Miſrepreſentations and other Artifices, 
to make the Succeſſor look upon Them as the 
only Perſons he can truſt : Upon which Account 
they cannot be too ſoon or too much diſabled ; 
neither will England ever be ſafe from the At- 
tempts of this - wicked Confederacy, until their 
Strength and Intereſt ſhall be fo far reduced, that 


for the future it ſhall not be # the Power of the 


Crown, 
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Crown, although in Conjunction with any rich 
and factious Body of Men, to chuſe an ill Ma- 
jority in the Houſe of Commons. 

One Step very neceſſary to this great Work 
will be to regulate the Army, and chiefly thoſe 
Troops which in their Turns have the Care of 
her Majeſty's Perſon ; who are moſt of them 


fitter to guard a Prince under an High Court of 


Juſtice, than ſeated on the Throne. The pecu- 
liar Hand of Providence hath hitherto preſerved 
her Majeſty, encompaſſed, whether ſleeping or 
travelling, by her Enemies: But ſince Religion 
teacheth us, that Providence ought not to be 
tempted, it is ill venturing to truſt that 
Life any longer to thoſe, who by their publick 
Behaviour and Diſcourſe diſcover their Impati- 
ence to ſee it at an End ; that they may have 
Liberty to be the Inſtruments of glutting at once 
the Revenge of their Patrons and their own. It 
ſhould be well remembered, what a Satisfaction 
theſe Gentlemen (after the Example of their Bet- 


ters) were ſo ſanguine to expreſs upon the Queen's 
laſt Illneſs at Vindſor, and what Threatning they 


uſed of refuſing to obey their General in' Caſe 
that Illneſs had proved fatal. Nor do I think it 
a Want of Charity to ſuſpect, that in ſuch amr 
evil Day, an enraged Faction would be highly 


pleaſed with the Power of the Sword, and with 


great 
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great Connivance leave it ſo long unſheathed, un- 
til they were got rid of their moſt formidable 
Advetſaries. In the mean time, it muſt be a 
very melancholy Proſpect, that whenever it ſhall 
pleaſe God to viſit us with this Calamitv, thoſe 
who are paid to be Defenders of the Civil Power, 
will ſtand ready for any Acts of Violence, that 
a Junto compoſed of the greateſt Enemies to the 
Conſtitution ſhall think fit to enjoin them. 
TRE other Point of great Importance, is the 
Security of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe 
of Hanover : Not from any Partiality to that 
Illuſtrious Houſe, farther than as it hath had the 
Honour to mingle with the Blood Royal of Eng- 
land, and is the neareſt Branch of our Regal 


Line reformed from Popery. This Point hath 


one Advantage over the former, that both Parties 
profeſs to deſire the ſame Bleſſing for Poſterity, 
but differ about the Means of ſecuring it. From 
whence it hath come to paſs, that the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, in Appearance the Defire of the whole 
Nation, hath proved the greateſt Topick of 
Slander, Jealouſy, Suſpicion and Diſcontent. 
IHA E been fo curious to ask ſeveral Ac- 
quaintance among the oppoſite Party, whether 
They, or their Leaders, did really ſuſpect there 
had been ever any Deſign in the Miniſtry to 
weaken the Succeſſion in Favour of the Pretender, 


Or 
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or of any other Perſon whatſoever. Some of 
them freely anſwered in the Negative : Others 
were of the ſame Opinion, but added, they did 
not know what might be done in Time, and up- 
on farther Provocations : Others again ſeemed to 
believe the Affirmative, but could never produce 
any plauſible Grounds for their Belief. I have 
likewiſe been aſſured by a Perſon of ſome Con- 

| ſequence, that during a very near and conſtant 
Familiarity with the great Men at Court for four 
Years paſt, he never could obſerve, even in thoſe 
Hours of Converſation where there is uſually leaft 
Reftraint, that one Word ever paſſed among 
them to ſhew a Diſlike to the preſent Settlement; 
although they would ſometimes lament that the 
falſe Repreſentations of their's and the Kingdom's 
Enemies had made ſome Impreſſions in the Mind 
of the Succeſſor. As to my own Circle of Ac- 
quaintance, I can fafely affirm, that excepting 


. thoſe who are Non. jurors by Profeſſion, I have not 
> met with above two Perſons who appeared to have 
f any Scruples concerning the preſent Limitation of 
the Crown. I therefore think it may very imparti- 
- ally be pronounced, that the Number of thoſe 
Ty who wiſh to ſee the Son of the abdicated Prince 
e upon the Throne, is altogether inconſiderable. 
0 And farther, I believe it will be ſound, that there 
F. WY ale 
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are none who ſo much dread any Attempt he 
ſhall make for the Recovery of his imagined 
Rights, as the Roman-Catholicks of England; 
who love their Freedom and Properties too well 
do deſire his Entrance by a French Army, and a 
Field of Blood ; who muſt continue upon the 
fame Foot if he changeth his Religion, and muſt 
expect to be the firſt and greateſt Sufferers if he 
ſhould happen to fail. 

As to the Perſon of this nominal Prince, he 
lies under all manner of Diſadvantages : The 
Vulgar imagine him to have been a Child im- 

poſed upon the Nation by the fraudulent Zeal of 
his Parents and their bigotted Counſellors ; who 
took ſpecial Care againſt all the Rules of Com- 
mon Policy, to educate him in their hateful Su- 
perſtition, ſuckt in with his Milk and confirmed 
in his Manhood, too ſtrong to be now ſhaken by 
Mr. Ley; and a counterfeit Converſion will be 
too groſs to paſs upon the Kingdom, after what 
we have ſeen and ſuffered from the like Practice 
in his Father. He is likewiſe ſaid to be of weak 
Intellectuals, and an unſound Conſtitution : He was 
treated contemptibly enough by the young Princes 
of France, even during the War; is now whol- 
ly neglected by that Crown, and driven to live 
in Exile upon a ſmall Exhibition : He is utterly 
unknown in England, which he leit in the Cra- 
dle: His Fathcr's Friends are moſt of them dead, 

the 
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the reſt antiquated or poor. Six and twenty 
Years have almoſt paſt fince the Revolution, and 
the Bulk of thoſe who are now moſt in Action, 
either at Court, in Parliament, or Publick Of- 


 fices, were then Boys at School or the Univerſi- 


ties, and look upon that great Change to have 
happened during a Period of Time for which 
they are not accountable, The Logick of the 
higheſt Tories is now, that this was the Eſtabliſh- 
ment they found, as ſoon as they arrived to a 
Capacity of judging ; that they had no Hand in 
turning out the late King, and therefore have no 
Crime to anſwer for, if it were any : That the 
Inheritance to the Crown is in purſuance of 
Laws made ever ſince their Remembrance, by 
which all Papiſts are excluded, and they have no 
other Rule to go by : That they will no more 
diſpute King William the Third's Title, than 
King Hillam the Firs ; ſince they muſt 
have Recourſe to Hiſtory for both: That 
they have been inſtructed in the Doctrines of 


 Paftive- Obedience, Non-Reſiſtance, and Here- 
ditary Right, and find them all neceſſary for pre- 


ſerving the preſent Eſtabliſhment in Church and 
State, and for continuing the Succeſſion in the 


Houſe of Hanover, and muſt in their ownOpinion 


renounce all thoſe Doctrines, by ſetting up any 
other Title to the Crown. This I fay, ſeems 
T to 
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to be the Political Creed of all the high-principled 
Men I have for ſome Time met with of forty 
Years old and under ; which although I do not 
pretend to juſtify in every Part, yet I am ſure it 
ſets the Proteſtant Succeſſion upon a much firm- 
er Foundation, than all the indigeſted Schemes 
of thoſe who profeſs to act upon what they call 
Revolution- Principles, 

NE1TH ER ſhould it perhaps be ſoon forgot, 
that during the greateſt Licentiouſne6 of the 
Prefs, while the Sacred Character of the Queen 
was every Day infulted in factious Papers and 
Ballads, not the leaſt reflecting Inſinuation ever 
appeared againſt the Hanover Family, whatever 
Occaſion was offered to intemperate Pens, by the 
Raſhneſs or Indiſcretion of one or two Miniſters 
from thence. 

From all theſe Conſiderations, I muſt there- 
fore lay it down as an unconteſtible Truth, that 
the Succeſſion to theſe Kingdoms in the Illuftri- 
ous Houſe of Hanover is as firmly fecured as the 
Nature of the Thing can poſſibly admit; by the 
Oaths of all who are entruſted with any Office, 
by the very Principles of thoſe who are termed 
the High-Church, by the general Inclinations of 
the People, by the Inſignificancy of that Perſon 
who claims it from Inheritance, and the little 

Aſſiſtance 
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Aſſiſtance he can expect either from Princes a- 
broad, or Adherents at home. 

How EVER, ſince the virulent Oppoſers of 
the Queen and her Adminiſtration have ſo far 


prevailed by their Emiſſaries at the Court of 


Hanover, and by their Practices upon one or two 
ignorant, unmannerly Meſſengers from thence, 
as to make the Eledtor deſire ſome farther Secu- 
rity, and ſend over a Memorial here to that End; 
The great Queſtion is how to give reaſonable 
Satisfaction to his Highneſs, and (what is infinite- 
ly of greater Conſequence) at the ſame Time 
conſult the Honour and Safety of the Queen, 
whoſe quiet Poſſeſſton is of much more Conſe- 
quence to Us of the prefent Age, than his Re- 
verſion, The Subſtance of his Memorial, if I re- 
tain it right, is to defire that ſome one of his 
Family might live in England with ſuch a Main- 
tenance as is uſual to thoſe of the Royal Blood, 


and that certain Titles ſhould be conferred upon 
the reſt, according to antient Cuſtom. The 


Memorial doth not ſpecify which of the Family 
ſhould be invited to reſide here; and if it had, I 
believe, however, Her Majeſty would have look- 
ed upon it as a Circumſtance left to her own 

Choice, 
Bur, as all this is moſt manifeſtly unneceſ- 
ſary in itſelf, and only in Compliance with the 
miſtaken 
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miſtaken Doubts of a Preſumptive Heir ; ſo the 
Nation would (to ſpeak in the Language of Mr. 
Steele) Exp ECT that her Majeſty ſhould be 
made perfectly eafy from that Side for the future; 
no more to be alarmed with Apprehenſions of 
Vijits or Demands of Writs, where She hath not 
thought fit to give any Invitation. The Nation 
would likewiſe expect, that there ſhould be an 
End of all private Commerce between that Court 
and the Leaders of a Party here ; and, that his 
Electoral Highneſs ſhould declare himſelf entirely 
ſatisfied with all her Majeſty's Proceedings, her 
Treaties of Peace and Commerce, her Alliances 
abroad, her Choice of Miniſters at home, and 
- particuſkrly in her moſt gracious Condeſcenſions 
to his Requeſt : That he would upon all proper 
Occaſions, and in the moſt publick manner, diſ- 
cover his utter Diſlike of factious Perſons and 
Principles, but eſpecially of that Party, which 
under the Pretence or Shelter of his Protection, 
hath ſo long diſquieted the Kingdom: And laſt- 
ly, that he would acknowledge the Goodneſs of 
the Queen, and Juſtice of the Nation, in ſo ful- 
ly ſecuring the Succeſſion to his Family. 
IT is, indeed, a Problem which I could never 


comprehend, why the Court of FHanwer, who 
have all along thought themſelves ſo perfectly ſe- 
cure in the AﬀcCtions, the Principles and the 

Profeſſions 
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Profeffions of the Low-Church Party, ſhould not 
have endeavoured, according to the uſual Politicks 
of Princes, to gain over thoſe who were repre- 1 
ſented as their Enemies; ſince theſe ſuppoſed 
Enemies had made ſo many Advances, were in L 


Poſſeſſion of all the Power, had framed the very 

Settlement to which that Illuſtrious Family owes 

its Claim ; had all of them abjured the Pretender ; 
were now employed in the great Offices of State, 

and compoſed a Majority in both Houſes of Par- 

liament. Not to mention that the Queen herſelf, 

with the Bulk of the Landed Gentry and Com- 

monality throughout the Kingdom, were of the 

Number, This one would think migfſt be a 

Strength ſufficient not only to o&//rud?, but to be- 

flaw a Succeſſion: And ſince the preſumed Heir 

could not but be perfetly ſecure of the other Par- 
| ty, whoſe greateſt avowed Grievance was the pre- 


| tended Danger of his future Rights: It might, 
: therefore, ſurely have been worth his while to 
=: have made at leaſt one Step towards cultivating a 


fair Correſpondence with the Power in Poſſeſſion. 
Neither could thoſe who are called his Friends 


* have blamed him, or with the leaſt Decency en- 
0 ter into any Engagements for defeating his Title. 
Ne Bor why may not the Reaſons of this Proceed- 


ing in the Elector be directly contrary to what is } 
commonly imagined ? Methinks I could en- if 
ER ;  deavour |} 
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deavour to believe, that his Highneſs is thorough- 
ly acquainted with both Parties ; is convinced, 
that no true Member of the Church of England 
can eaſily be ſhaken in his Principles of Loyalty, 
or forget the Obligation of an Oath, by any 
Provocation. That Theſe are therefore the Peo- 
ple he intends to rely upon, and keeps only fair 
with the Others, from a true Notion he hath of 
their Doctrines, which prompt them to ſorget 
their Duty upon every Motive of Intereſt or Am- 
bition. If this Conjecture be right, his Highneſs 
cannot ſure but entertain a very high Efteem of 
| ſuch Miniſters, who continue to act under the 
Dread and Appearance of a Succeſſor's utmoſt 
Diſpleaſure, and the Threats of an enraged Fac- 
tion, whom he is ſuppoſed alone to favour, and 
to be guided entirely in his Judgment of Br:ti/þ 
Affairs and Perſons by their Opinions. 

Bur to return from this Digreſſion: The 
Preſence of that Infant Prince among us could 
not, I think, in any Sort be inconſiſtent with 
the Safety of the Queen; he would be in no 
Danger of being corrupted in his Principles, or 
expoſed in his Perſon by vicious Companions ; he 
could be at the Head of no factious Clubs and 
Cabals, nor be attended by a hired Rabble, which 
bis Flatterers might repreſent as Popularity. He 
would have none of that Impatience which the 
Frailty 


ich 


ailty 
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Frailty of human Nature gives to expecting 
Heirs. There would be no Pretence for Men to 
make their Court by affecting German Modes and 
Refinements in Dreſs or Behaviour: Nor would 
there be an Occaſion of inſinuating to him, how 
much more his Levee was frequented, than the 
Anti-Chambers of St. Fames's. Add to all this, 
the Advantages of being educated in our Reli- 
gion, Laws, Language, Manners, Nature of 
the Government, each ſo very different from 
thoſe he would leave behind. By which likewiſe 


he might be highly uſeful to his Father, if that 


Prince ſhould happen to ſurvive Her Majeſty. 
THe late King William, who after his Mar- 


| Triage with the Lady Mary of England, could 


have no probable Expectation of the Crown, 
and very little even of being a Queen's Husband 
(the Duke of York having a young Wife) was no 
Stranger to our Language or Manners, and went 
often to the Chapel of his Princeſs; which 1 
obſerve the rather, becauſe I could heartily wiſh 
the like Diſpoſition were in another Court, and 


| becauſe it may be diſagreeable to a Prince to take 


up new Doctrines on a ſudden, or ſpeak to his 
Subjects by an Interpreter. 


AN ill-natured or inquiſitive Man may ſtill, 


perhaps, deſire to preſs the Queſtion farther, by 
asking what is to be done, in caſe it ſhould ſo 


happen 


360 Some free Thoughts upon 
happen that this malevolent working Party at 
home, hath Credit enough with the Court of 


Hanover, to continue the Suſpicion, Jealouſy, 


and Uneaſineſs there againſt the Queen and her 
Miniſtry ; to make ſuch Demands be ſtill inſiſt 


cd on, as are by no Means thought proper to be 


complied with ; and in the mean time to ſtand at 

Arms-length with her Majeſty, and in cloſe Con- 

junction with thoſe who oppoſe her? 

I xAxkx the Anſwer to be eaſy : In all Con- 
teſts the ſafeſt way is to put thoſe we diſpute with 


| as much in the Mrong as we can. When Her 


| Majeſty ſhall have offered ſuch or the like Con- 


ceſſions as I have above mentioned, in order to 


remove thoſe Scruples artificially raifed in the 
Mind of the expectant Heir, and to divide him 


from that Faftion by which he is ſuppoſed to have | 


been miſled ; She hath done as much as any Prince 
can do, and more than any other would probably 
do in her Caſe; and will be juſtified before God 
and Man, whatever be the Event. The equit- 
able Part of thoſe who now ſide againſt the Court, 


will probably be more temperate ; and, if a due 


Diſpatch be made in placing the Civil and Mili- 
| tary Power in the Hands of ſuch as wiſh well to 
the Conſtitution, it cannot be any way for the 
Quiet or Intereſt of a Succeſſor to gratify ſo 
ſmall a Faction as will probably then remain, 

at 
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at the Expence of a much more numerous and 
conſiderable Part of his Subjects. Neither do I 
fee how the Principles of ſuch a Party either in 
Religion or Government, will prove very agree- 
able, becauſe I think Luther and Calvin ſeem to 
have differed as much as any two among the Re- 
formers: And, becauſe a German Prince will 
probably be ſuſpicious of thoſe who think they 
can never depreſs the Prerogative enough. 

Bor ſuppoſing, once for all, as far as poſſible, 
that the E!-42:r ſhould utterly retuſe to be upon 
any Terms of Confidence with the preſent Mi- 
niſtry, and all cthers of their Principles, as Ene- 
mies to him and the Stcceffion ; nor eaſy with 
the Queen herſelf, but upon ſuch Conditions as 
will not be thought c:///ent ith ber Sofety or 
FHlomeur ; and continue to place all his Hopes 
and Truſt in the diſcontented Party, I think 


it were humbly to he wiſhed, that whenever the 


Succeſſion ſhall take place, the Altcrations intend- 
ed by the new Prince ſhould Ee niade by hinſelf, 


i and not by his Deputies: Becauſe I am of Opi- 


nion, that the Clauſe empowering the Succeſſor 


to appoint a latent, unlimited Number, additional 


to the ſeven Regents named in the Ae, went 


upon a Suppolition, that the Sceret Committe: 


would be of ſuch, whoſe Enmity and contrary 
Vol. IX. R 


Principles 


— 
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Principles diſpoſed them to confound the reſt. 
King William, whoſe Title was much more con- 


traverted than that of Her Majeſty's Succeſſor 


can ever probably be, did for ſeveral Vears leave 
the Adminiſtration of the Kingdom in the Hands 
of Lords Juſtices, during the Height of a War, 
and while the abdicated Prince himſelf was fre- 
quently attempting an Invaſion: From whence 
one might imagine, that the Regents appointed 


by Parliament upon the Demiſe of the Crown 


would be able to keep the Peace during an Ab- 
ſence of a few Weeks, without any Colleagues. 
However, I am pretty contident that the only 
Reaſon why à Power was given of chuſing der. 
mant Viccrovs, was to take away all Pretence of 
a Neceſſity to invite over any of the Family 
here, during her Majeſty's Lite. So that I do 


not well apprehend what Arguments the Elecior 


can uſe to inſiſt upon both. 
To conclude; the only Way of ſecuring the 


Conſtitution in Church and State, and conſe- 


quently this very Proteſtant Succeſſion itſelf, 
will be by leſſening the Power of our Dome- 
ſtick Adverſaries as much as can poſſibly con- 
ſiſt with the Lenity of our Government; and, 
if this be not ſpeedily done, it will be eaſy to 
point where the Nation is to ſix the Blame: For, 

We 
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we are very well aſſured, that ſince the Account 
her Majeſty received of the Cabals, the Tri- 
umphs, tlie infolent Behaviour of the whole Fac- 
tion during her late Illneſs at Vindſer, She hath 


been as willing to ſee them deprived of all Power 
to do Miſchief, as any of her moſt zealous and 


loyal Subjects can deſite. 
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